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News Innovator of the Year 
 
Peoria Journal Star  
"Creating a Culture of Change" 
 

 
This entry displayed loads of editorial content in many different 
forms including print, online, and audio/visual. The results 
appear promising as newsroom count drops, but viewership is 
steady. An idea from the entry worth noting: use digital for 
breaking news, treat the analog print product more like a 
magazine.  

 

DIVISION III/METRO 

Photo Sweepstakes 
 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
John Starks 
"Leaning Into the Turn" 
 

 
Excellent content with clarity, captured at the right moment. 

 

Editorial Sweepstakes 
 
Chicago Tribune  
Jennifer Smith Richards,  
Jodi S. Cohen and Lakeidra Chavis 
"The Quiet Rooms" 
 

 
Incredible journalism on display here. I could write 1,000 words 
about how effectively this investigation was put together and I 
still don't think I would come close to giving it the proper 
respect. Easily the winner in a loaded field. 

 

General Excellence 

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
 

 
 

Second Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
 

 
 

Third Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
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Breaking News 

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
"The Slaying of Marlen  
Ochoa Lopez" 
 

 
Excellent work explaining and humanizing a complicated case. 

Second Place 
Belleville News-Democrat  
Carolyn P. Smith and Mike Koziatek 
"Illinois State Police SWAT  
Trooper Dies" 
 

This is an easy-to-follow story about a complicated, evolving 
event that did a good job sharing the perspective on the ground 
in the neighborhood. 

Third Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
Jake Griffin, Bob Susnjara and  
Mick Zawislak 
"Parents Charged with Killing AJ" 
 

 
 

 

Spot News Photo 

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Armando L. Sanchez 
"Vigil for Teen Killed" 
 

 
The silence is almost deafening in a setting in which one expects 
to experience chaos. A very poignant moment in which the 
photographer honors the subject with a fine image.  

Second Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
Jeff Knox 
"Grief in Aurora" 
 

A strong image that shows the personal grief set within a 
memorial for murder victims. Lots of information for the reader 
to process.  

Third Place 
The (Moline) Dispatch-Rock 
 Island Argus  
Jessica Gallagher 
"Flood" 
 

Instead of the usual helping hands offered by emergency 
personnel, this image shows two family members dealing with 
an emergency on their own. The composition is nice as it shows 
a wide view of the flooded area. 
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Sports Breaking News  

First Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
Bruce Miles 
"Maddon Takes the Fall" 
 

 
This story uses great sourcing and access to let readers behind 
the scenes of what sounds like a bizarre firing. Then it goes into 
the analysis and background. 

Second Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
John Dietz 
"He's a Leader for a Reason" 
 

Taking a personal approach to what could have been a run of 
the mill injury report. It is a fun idea and was well executed. 

Third Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
Scot Gregor 
"Competitive Window is Finally  
Set to Open" 
 

This was a nice wrap-up analysis of the season. 

 

Sports Action Photo 

First Place 
Tinley Park Daily Southtown  
Brian O'Mahoney 
"Failed Handoff" 
 

 
The look of anguish on the failed passer's face, his hands and 
knee about to hit the ground, the baton bouncing away -- just a 
powerful moment of something gone wrong. Jumps right off the 
page and screen. 

Second Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Jose M. Osorio 
"Rodgers Recovers" 
 

A tiny story captured at ground level; something the TV viewer 
will never see. Not just that the quarterback's hand is *inside* 
the facemask, but the expression on the Bears' face, the side-
eye. Excellent work by the photographer to get to that level, 
with that tight focus on a play that was moving a mile-a-minute. 

 
Third Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
John Starks 
"Wrestling Reflection" 
 

 
An inspired idea by the photographer to work off the reflective 
floor to turn a wrestling picture into a painting. The black 
background really makes the action pop; framing is perfect. 
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Feature 

First Place 
Chicago Sun-Times 
"Chicago: City of Murals" 
 

 
Lots of color here, in the personalities and the history and art 
they work with. Great panorama. 

Second Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Christy  Gutowski 
"No Home for a Child" 
 

Powerful story with much detail and background about more 
than one tragic life. 

Third Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Cindy Dampier 
"Stunning Illinois Prairie  
Chicken Dance Could Soon be a Thing 
of the Past" 
 

Shows science and beauty in telling the story of a dance that's 
becoming increasingly rare. 

 

 

Feature Photo 

First Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
John Starks 
"Leaning Into the Turn" 
 

 
A mix of good timing, a fun subject and a dose of the absurd all 
add up to create an eye-grabbing photo that makes the viewer 
sit up and take notice.  

Second Place 
The (Springfield) State  
Journal-Register  
Ted Schurter 
"Snow Bundle" 
 

A delightful slice of everyday life in a well-composed image that 
is layered from front to back. 

Third Place 
Peoria Journal Star  
David Zalaznik 
"The Weight of the Moon" 
 

Nice and clean, a great way to illustrate the exhibition. 
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Sports Feature 

First Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Steve Greenberg 
"The Stone Cold Truth: I'm Psychic" 
 

 
So astounding was the story teased out of Steve Stone that I 
actually paused halfway through the piece to Google “steve 
stone psychic.” Certainly this had been widely reported over the 
course of Stone’s nearly half-century in the public eye, right? 
Wrong. Greenberg found an angle unlike any other ever 
explored. He lets the story unfold without rushing it, and in 
doing so allows Stone to make his claim to a supernatural power 
seem, oddly enough, perfectly reasonable and perfectly 
believable. Greenberg lets Stone make his case without turning 
the story into a cartoon, and through careful framing, strong 
quotes and elegant transitions, the story of Stone’s fascinating 
life and career come alive at the same time Greenberg reveals 
an utterly surprising part of who Stone is. It’s masterful 
interviewing and storytelling. 

 
Second Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Rick Telander 
"Doing the Write Thing" 
 

 
This piece avoids the “remember the good ol’ days” narrative 
that drives so much retrospective reporting. Instead, Telander 
gives readers what they so desperately crave in all forms of 
journalism: access to a world out of their reach in normal 
circumstances. He connects with sports fans who grew up on 
Sports Illustrated and explains the tectonic shifts that upended 
the magazine. He revisits the warnings that all was not well in a 
moment when SI appeared untouchable by other sports 
publications, but doesn’t claim he knew perfectly what was to 
come or how to stop it. Telander grabs hold of readers and puts 
them with him in that moment in 1995, then pulls them along 
on a captivating journey through the fall of a shared cultural 
touch point. 

 
Third Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
Barry Rozner 
"Whatever Happened To  
Peggy Kusinski?" 
 

 
Barry Rozner pulls off a feat of reversal, bringing humanity back 
into a story about the pitilessness of the digital mob. Rozner is 
the antithesis of the people he writes about, taking a purposeful 
journey of empathy to tell how Kusinski coped with and 
overcame a professional stumble that sucked the joy out of her 
job and ricocheted her career onto an unexpected trajectory. 
His thoughtful update on an infamous moment in Chicago 
sports history offers a better vision of who we all can be and 
who Kusinski has become. 
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Sports Feature Photo 

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
John J. Kim 
"Off the Wall" 
 

 
Perfectly captured comedic moment. A photographer might 
have been tempted to zoom in on the action, but by framing the 
fall against the other children and their reactions makes this a 
wonderful, offbeat scene. All the arms are reaching up, the 
bodies all leaning left, while our poor victim is splayed down 
and to the right -- a one-shot narrative. 

 
Second Place 
The (Springfield) State  
Journal-Register  
Justin Fowler 
"Winners" 
 

 
The look of joy on the winners’ faces is priceless, especially 
framed against their impatient opponents. Nice work by the 
photographer to capture the contrast. The harsh sunlight 
couldn't have been easy to work under; yet no one is washed 
out, the expressions are sharp. 

 
Third Place 
The (Moline) Dispatch-Rock Island 
Argus  
Jessica Gallagher 
"Fulton" 
 

 
Like the scene of a Superman comic, the framing makes it look 
like the young football player is flying through Smallville. Expert 
work bringing the players off the background through focus and 
color. By panning up off the ground, the shooter enhanced the 
contrast of the red uniforms and green fields. 

 

Column or Blog 

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Rex Huppke 
 
 

 
Rex has a really nice voice, but covers his topics fearlessly. I'd 
read him daily. He's funny and fierce.  

Second Place 
Peoria Journal Star  
Phil Luciano 
 
 

These columns are the work of a man who goes into his 
community and looks at how people live. Some slices of life are 
so painful in the telling. I love this man's voice and compassion.  

Third Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Neil Steinberg 
 
 

Neil has a broad range and his commentary is pointed, but witty 
at the same time, which is not an easy feat. Great voice. 
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Sports Column or Blog  

First Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Steve Greenberg 
 
 

 
The author’s reporting is the future of sports journalism -- 
personal, emotional, concise and appeals to diverse audiences 
outside of sports. I felt like I knew these prep sports players and 
the author as I read. Most importantly, the author kept it short 
and did not overwrite.  

 
Second Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Dan Wiederer 
 
 

 
The author is witty and engaging and has written profiles in a 
way that drew me in.  

Third Place 
Peoria Journal Star  
Phil Luciano 
 

Author has a defined voice and unique tone that likely can 
transcend the sports audience. Solid job.  

 

Portrait/Personality  

First Place 
The (Springfield) State  
Journal-Register  
Justin Fowler 
"Twins" 
 

 
Fun expressions, unique angle, wonderfully thought out. The 
photographer took advantage of the opportunity to control all 
aspects of this photo to make sure it worked from one edge to 
the other. 

Second Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Antonio Perez 
"Cloudy Disposition" 
 

This photo makes you stop and look at it for a while.  

Third Place 
The (Moline) Dispatch-Rock Island 
Argus  
Jessica Gallagher 
"Pacesetter" 
 

Best use of light in the entire portrait category.  
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Business Reporting 

First Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Stephanie Zimmermann 
"Car Insurance Roulette" 
 

 
What could have been a boring topic drowned in data came 
alive with very clear and direct comparisons that affect the 
average person. Great use of graphics.  

Second Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Tom Schuba 
"Other States Aim to Profit Off  
Legal Weed" 
 

It's evident a lot of digging went into these stories that reached 
far outside the bounds of Illinois and affected other state 
governments. A perfect example of why America needs local 
investigative reporters.  

Third Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Ally Marotti 
"Digital Home Invasions" 
 

Fantastic use of one family's story to make a tech story 
compelling to the average person and the topic of cybersecurity 
understandable. Also great job of holding the manufacturers 
accountable.  

 

Editorial Writing 

First Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Tom McNamee 
 
 

 
What a joy these are to read - McNamee makes his case with 
great humanity and a common sense touch across a wide range 
of topics. His editorials show great compassion for those in 
society who might lack a voice (including small birds!) 

 
Second Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
Diane Dungey 
 
 

 
Diane's editorials are lively, relevant, and present the points 
with warmth and compassion. She transitions easily from the 
more general, "Big Picture" topics to "smaller" (but no less 
important) local issues.  

 
Third Place 
The (Springfield) State  
Journal-Register  
  
 

 
These editorials do a great job of presenting local issues and 
encouraging readers to think of ways they can improve their 
community.  
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Headlines 

First Place 
Peoria Journal Star  
Dean Muellerleile 
 
 

 
What a delight, these headlines! They reflect a real joy in 
language, trip off the tongue, yet respect the tone of the story 
itself.  

Second Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Darel Jevens 
 
 

These headlines are filled with energy and are great fun - you 
can tell Darel is having a great time - as he should be! 

Third Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Eric White 
 
 

Puns in headlines are such a trick - to include word play while 
still conveying the meaning of the story. Eric does this with 
great skill.  

 

Enterprise Story  

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Stacy St. Clair and Jeff Coen 
"A Man Lost His Life From an 
Improperly Installed Wire" 
 

 
This story did a great job of balancing a powerful narrative with 
public information in historical context. Great job. 

Second Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Stephanie Zimmermann 
"Car Insurance Roulette" 
 

While most enterprise tends to focus on injustice for a small 
sect of people, this story does a great job of digging into 
something that affects nearly all of us. The graphics were great 
and a helpful tool for the reader. 

 
Third Place 
Rockford Register Star  
Kevin Haas 
"Lockdown Hell" 
 

 
Great use of sourcing here. Finding people who went through 
this made all the difference. Congrats for following such an 
important topic with grace and attention to detail. Great work.  
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General News Photo  

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
John J. Kim 
"Cloaking Device" 
 

 
Eye-catching photograph with clever headline. Love the setting 
in an everyday scene. 

Second Place 
The (Springfield) State  
Journal-Register  
Ted Schurter 
"Fire Dog" 
 

Dramatic rescue scene capturing all of the elements of the 
event. 

Third Place 
Belleville News-Democrat  
Derik Holtmann 
"Family Members with Casket" 
 

A private moment in which everyone can share in the range of 
quiet emotions. 

 

 

Enterprise Series 

First Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Frank Main and Colin McNulty 
"Motive" 
 

 
Fresh, innovative and compelling storytelling, expanding the 
notion of traditional news writing. Excellent example of the best 
of two news formats doing better work together. 

Second Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
"Disorder in the Courts" 
 

Meticulous, precise journalism that exposes what readers must 
know about their judiciary.  

Third Place 
Arlington Heights Daily Herald  
Burt Constable and Diane Dungey 
"From the Suburbs to the Moon" 
 

An impressive effort that highlights how relevant an important 
national event is locally. 

 

 

 



ILLINOIS ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS 

 

 

Best Use of Social Media by an Individual 

First Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Carlos Ballesteros 
 
 

 
I was hooked from the start. The tweets hit my brain and heart 
and motivated me to click through to read the stories, which 
were important and beautifully told. I especially appreciated the 
pinned thread that provided a wonderful sampling of stories. 
Thank you for the outstanding work. It was a pleasure to read. 

 
Second Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Maureen O'Donnell 
 
 

 
Intriguing tweets made me want more, prompted me to click 
through and read beautifully crafted, thoughtful stories.  

Third Place 
Rockford Register Star  
Scott P. Yates 
 
 

The tweets caught my attention and motivated me to click 
through to the website and see the amazing photos. 

 

Best Use of Social Media by an Institutional Account  

First Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
 
 

 
 

Second Place 
Chicago Tribune  
 
 

 
 

Third Place 
Belleville News-Democrat  
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Spot News or Spot Sports Video 

First Place 
The (Champaign) News-Gazette  
Anthony Zilis 
"2019 Girls' State Track" 
 

 
You can't stop watching this video. It's visually captivating and 
the accompanying music is a perfect fit. The diversity of shots, 
mixing slow motion with real time, carries the viewer through 
the video. It's a really nice piece of visual storytelling. 

 
Second Place 
Chicago Tribune  
"Colder Than the South Pole" 
 

 
Lovely details really paint a picture and tell the story of a 
freezing day in Chicago. 

Third Place 
Belleville News-Democrat  
Derik Holtmann 
"Resident Safe After House Explodes" 
 

 
  

 

Digital Storytelling  

First Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Frank Main and Colin McNulty 
"Motive" 
 

 
Terrifically researched, great interviews, great information and 
haunting use of the Ava Maria soundtrack.  

Second Place 
Chicago Tribune  
"The Quiet Rooms" 
 

Incredible work by the editorial teams, great use of graphics, 
fabulous investigative reporting. 

Third Place 
Chicago Tribune  
E. Jason Wambsgans and  
William Lee 
"Race Riots of 1919" 
 

Amazing historical photos, great job with photos of the same 
places today, and it was so great to have an interview with a 
107-year-old survivor of the riots. 
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Best Website 

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
  
 

 
A nice variety of local stories, up-to-date and easy to navigate. 

Second Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
 
 

 
 

Third Place 
Belleville News-Democrat  
 
 

 
 

 

Picture Story  

First Place 
The (Moline) Dispatch-Rock Island 
Argus  
Jessica Gallagher 
"This is My Identity" 
 

 
Some strong images and sense of place in these photos. Glad to 
see a newspaper continue to do strong documentary work like 
this.  

Second Place 
Rockford Register Star  
Scott P. Yates 
"Dancing Through the Darkness" 
 

This photographer really knows how to use light to his 
advantage.  

Third Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Stacey Wescott, John J. Kim and  
Chris Sweda 
"The Tragic Story of 5-year-old  
AJ Freund" 
 

The last few images of this story were particularly strong and 
moving. 
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Investigative Reporting 

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Jennifer Smith Richards,  
Jodi S. Cohen and Lakeidra Chavis 
"The Quiet Rooms" 
 

 
Nothing can match this story. The level of detail, the difficulty in 
gaining the needed records and the enormous, immediate 
impact on the law and untold numbers of children. The most 
revealing and impactful part of it is the impact it clearly had on 
the individual families, especially those that had no idea what 
was happening to their children.  

 
Second Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Jeff Coen, Ally Marotti and   
Robert McCoppin 
"Illinois Marijuana Growers Spent 
About $600,000 on Political Giving" 
 

 
Crucial reporting that may have been overlooked by many if this 
story wasn't done. Every state should be doing this level of 
investigation into the marijuana lobby. 

Third Place 
The (Champaign) News-Gazette  
Julie Wurth 
"Sexual Harassment on the University 
of Illinois Campus" 
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Public Service  

First Place 
Chicago Tribune  
Jennifer Smith Richards,  
Jodi S. Cohen and Lakeidra Chavis 
"The Quiet Rooms" 
 

 
 

Second Place 
Chicago Sun-Times  
Stephanie Zimmermann 
"GI Bill Failures, Broken Promises" 
 

 
 

Third Place 
Belleville News-Democrat  
Beth Hundsdorfer, Gary Dotson and 
George Pawlaczyk 
"Murders in East St. Louis" 
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DIVISION II/MID-SIZED 

Photo Sweepstakes 
 
The (Joliet) Herald-News  
Eric Ginnard 
"Marcellus Moore Portrait" 
 

 
Strong image that says it all. 

 

Editorial Sweepstakes 
 
The (Galesburg) Register-Mail  
Robert Connelly and Tom Loewy 
"Slots: Winners & Losers" 
 

 
Great job on this in-depth series. 

 

General Excellence 

First Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
 

 
 

Second Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
 

 
 

Third Place 
The Quincy Herald-Whig  
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Breaking News 

First Place 
Decatur Herald & Review  
Valerie Wells and Jaylyn Cook 
"Two Students Injured by Flash Fire" 
 

 
Excellent nine hour effort and way to follow through from 
getting the initial false report from the school district to getting 
comments from the parents and pictures of the injured 
children. This is journalism at its finest. 

 
Second Place 
The (Carbondale)  
Southern Illinoisan  
Gabriel Neely-Streit 
"My Baby is Home " 
 

 
Great effort following the story throughout the day and being 
able to report a very happy ending. 

Third Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
"Brought to Justice" 
 

This was indeed a sad day and a great long-term effort 
culminating with the sad outcome. It was a story with great 
impact. 

 

 

Spot News Photo 

First Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Matthew Apgar 
"Bark Park Protest" 
 

 
If spot news photos are supposed to visually illustrate action, 
then it doesn't get much better than this. 

Second Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Isaac Smith 
"Rescue" 
 

Who among us doesn't love a good dog rescue photo? 

Third Place 
The (Alton) Telegraph  
John Badman 
"Crash Cost A lot of Doe" 
 

If this photo doesn't wake you up faster than your morning 
coffee, it's hard to imagine what would. 
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Sports Breaking News  

First Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Sean Hammond 
"Police Reports Allege 
 Pattern of Abuse" 
 

 
Detailed and well written. Nicely done to reach out to all sides 
and to keep after the information even when initially denied. 
Strong reporting on a subject that is tough to write about. Job 
well done. 

Second Place 
Decatur Herald & Review  
Joey Wagner 
"Nettles Wins Three Golds at  
State Track Meet" 
 

Nice lead and good detail about the final race; it paints a picture 
of the scene for the reader. Well done to note the runner's 
actions and to ask her about it. Shows a strong attention to 
detail. Overall, nicely done. 

Third Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Sean Hammond 
"Priester 'Fired Up' After Being 
Selected in MLB Draft" 

Nicely done. Lead places reader at the scene and story carries 
them along. Plenty of detail and personality included in the 
story to bring the player to life and for the reader to cheer him 
along. 

 

Sports Action Photo 

First Place 
LaSalle News-Tribune  
Scott Anderson  
"Rainy Header" 
 

 
What it came down to for me was the difficulty in the situation. 
High-quality journalism is alive and well in Illinois. 

Second Place 
The (Ottawa) Times  
Tom Sistak 
"The Cowgirl Way" 
 

I love to see faces. The readers of the Illinois newspapers are 
the winners. Keep up the good work! 

 
Third Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Byron Hetzler 
"Bunker Blast" 
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Feature 

First Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Isaac Smith 
"Inmates at Shawnee Correctional 
Center Provide Care for Dying 
Prisoners" 
 

 
Amazing tale, told well. The writer put me inside the prison. It's 
easy to write these people off, but the workers here do not. 

Second Place 
The Quincy Herald-Whig  
Matt Hopf 
"Preserving a Legacy" 
 

Strong reporting matched by strong story telling. 

Third Place 
Mattoon Journal Gazette &  
Times-Courier  
Dave Fopay 
"Max Went from Stray to House Dog" 
 

Aw, poor puppy. What a story. Man's best friend. 

 

 

Feature Photo 

First Place 
Decatur Herald & Review  
Clay Jackson 
"Christmas Gift" 
 

 
Great timing on catching the excitement not only from the 
subject in front, but from others as well. 

Second Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Matthew Apgar 
"Inside the Cornbox" 
 

Fantastic use of natural light and shadows.  

Third Place 
Sauk Valley Newspapers  
Alex Paschal 
"Bored" 

A precious moment that probably didn't last long with a young 
balancing act. Great catch. 
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Sports Feature 

First Place 
Mattoon Journal Gazette &  
Times-Courier  
Patrick Engel 
"The Education and Journey of 
Mattoon’s 16-year-old  
Professional Athlete" 
 

 
Great lead. An excellent way to start telling the story of this dirt 
biker. Very detailed story. You can tell the author did his 
homework and put a lot of effort into it. I like the input from his 
father. An original story that covers a lesser-known sport but 
can still interest people who know nothing about dirt biking.  

Second Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Sean Hammond 
"Inside the Mental Hurdles of 
Lengthy ACL Recovery" 
 

A great look at the rise of ACL injuries as well as the recovery 
process. I was entertained and educated. I enjoyed how this 
author struck a balance between discussing a local athlete with 
an ACL tear and her recovery process, and widening the scope 
to talk about it nationally. A good mix of sources and story 
length that kept me intrigued. The component of smaller stories 
of athletes with ACL injuries was a nice addition.  

 
Third Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Joe Stevenson 
"MLB Scouts Show Keen Interest in 
Priester" 

 
Interesting story with good quotes from scouts. Well-detailed 
and entertaining. 

 

Sports Feature Photo 

First Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Byron Hetzler 
"Exclamation Point" 
 

 
Awesome reaction and capture of the celebrating teammate as 
the dunk is made. 

Second Place 
The (Joliet) Herald-News  
Eric Ginnard 
"Mud Warrior" 
 

Photo illustrates his excitement well and is an all-around great 
capture of the subject and the background by the 
photographer. 

Third Place 
Sauk Valley Newspapers  
"Taking Flight" 

Nice surprise for the photographer as well as the runners. Well 
done capturing it. 
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Column or Blog 

First Place 
The (Joliet) Herald-News  
Joseph Hosey 
 
 

 
This columnist writes about hard-hitting topics with attitude 
and humor. I live way outside the circulation area of his 
newspaper, but I wouldn't mind reading his columns every 
week. 

Second Place 
The (Joliet) Herald-News  
Bob Okon 
 

You just know that local government officials hate to get calls or 
emails from this columnist. That means he's doing his job. 

Third Place 
LaSalle News-Tribune  
Tom Collins 
 

This columnist has good topics and he writes about them in an 
interesting way. 

 

Sports Column or Blog  

First Place 
The Quincy Herald-Whig  
Matt Schuckman 
 
 

 
Terrific job of finding touching personal stories behind the 
stories of the athletic competitions. I'm not crying. You're 
crying. 

Second Place 
The (Ottawa) Times  
Brian Hoxsey 
"Full-Court Press" 
 
 

Nice focus on individual stories of toughness in one column. 

Third Place 
The (Ottawa) Times  
J.T. Pedelty 
"The Pedelty Box" 
 

Good use of humor and a nice mix of topics. 
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Portrait/Personality  

First Place 
The (Joliet) Herald-News  
Eric Ginnard 
"Marcellus Moore Portrait" 
 

 
This photo nails personality. The subject really got into this 
photo shoot and the lighting, color and composition are all 
perfect. It conveys that ecstatic feeling everyone gets as they 
see their beloved team break through the paper to charge the 
field. Excellent work! 

 
Second Place 
The Quincy Herald-Whig  
Katelyn Metzger 
"Lyft Driver Assaulted" 
 

 
This woman's bravery is in the spotlight. Not only do you convey 
the feeling that every woman must have going out in the scary 
dark of night to provide transport for the public, you have let us 
see the face of a woman who is brave enough to pose for this 
photo and expose the horror that she endured. Great work! 

 
Third Place 
The (Joliet) Herald-News  
Eric Ginnard 
"Remembering Aaron" 

 
Love this photo as it tells the story of a true friendship that 
breaks through racial barriers. The composition at the track is a 
great frame for the photo. Very good work! 

 

Business Reporting 

First Place 
The (Ottawa) Times  
Brent Bader 
"Doing Big Things in Small Towns" 
 

 
An important story, told solidly. It has relevance to readers and 
has excellent online graphics, which make it easier to appreciate 
the scope of this couple's projects. It tells the couple's personal 
story, which I enjoyed, and relays their confidence in the solid 
Midwestern populace, which I'm sure the readers appreciated. 
Too bad there aren't more investors like this. 
 

Second Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Gabriel Neely-Streit 
"Big Mac Blowup" 

This is a fun read. For the people of this community, this is the 
real business news. The reporter got the story people were 
talking about. 
 

 
Third Place 
The Quincy Herald-Whig  
Ethan Colbert 
"City's Beer Distributors Oppose 
Food, Beverage Tax" 

 
Well written — I didn't expect to enjoy reading a story on this 
topic nearly so much.  
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Editorial Writing 

First Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
 
 

 
These editorials stand up for the community, but stand up to 
the community as well — they remind people to take 
responsibility and not blame their problems on others. The 
writing here is just excellent: direct and conversational, 
following a line without getting off track or dull. Fine work. 
 

 
Second Place 
The (Aurora) Beacon-News  
Anne Halston 
 
 

 
These editorials inform readers of how background checks work 
— and how they don't work, in that they don't include records 
accessed through fingerprints. They bring up opposing 
arguments and counter them powerfully. They make a strong 
case. 
 

 
Third Place 
The (Ottawa) Times  
Scott T. Holland 
 
 

 
This newspaper takes a firm line on good government practices 
in a noble attempt to keep politicians honest: from 
gerrymandering to hiring consultants to paying for gas. It’s an 
endless struggle, but it’s newspapers’ classic role on the 
people’s behalf. We hope the leaders read and heed this advice. 

 

Headlines 

First Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Shawn Anglin 
 
 

 
Attention-grabbing headlines with appropriately clever wording  
enhanced by good layouts. 

Second Place 
The (Joliet) Herald-News  
Joseph Hosey 
 
 

Excellent headlines that, no doubt, brought smiles to readers' 
faces.  
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Enterprise Story  

First Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Shawn Anglin and Marilyn Halstead 
"Searching for Justice: Ryan 
Livingston" 
 

 
Deep research and effective story telling make readers care 
about Ryan Livingston and this unsolved crime. Very good print 
and digital presentation that must have taken a lot of 
coordination among editors, reporters and presenters. Like the 
choice of cover photos, gathering of family photos and use of 
timeline and map. Well done. 

Second Place 
The (Galesburg) Register-Mail  
Erika Riley  
"DUI Defense: Money Matters" 
 

Good original reporting on a topic that likely had high interest 
on this fairness issue. Effective use of staff and college 
journalism class to gather and analyze data.  Well-sourced and 
well-rounded. This was an original idea. 

Third Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Molly Parker 
"CBD Oil Craze Hits Southern Illinois" 
 

Useful consumer information at a time when CBD outlets are 
popping up across the country. Reporter was effective in 
explaining how CBD works, or doesn’t.  

 

General News Photo  

First Place 
The (Alton) Telegraph  
John Badman 
"Soldier Reunion" 
 

 
It was well composed, good use of color and the emotion on the 
child's face, even mostly hidden, was strong. 

Second Place 
The (Joliet) Herald-News  
Eric Ginnard 
"Compassion and Comfort" 
 

Both compassion and grief were clearly depicted. 

Third Place 
The (Alton) Telegraph  
John Badman 
"Nuns Jubilee" 
 

The overall composition of the photo is outstanding, but the 
facial expression of the closest sister and the setting of the night 
sky really make it pop. 
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Enterprise Series 

First Place 
The (Galesburg) Register-Mail  
Robert Connelly and Tom Loewy 
"Slots: Winners & Losers" 
 

 
I loved this series. Often times, stories about gambling or 
changes in public habits do not have a lot of numbers backing 
them up, but you guys dug deep in the records and found tons 
of interesting info and context to tell the story of gambling in 
this way. You talked to users, businesses, looked at state laws 
and government officials. This is what journalism should be and 
I'm proud it's happening. You go.  

 
Second Place 
Decatur Herald & Review  
Analisa Trofimuk 
"Decatur Building Demolitions " 
 

 
Wonderful job. I bet this reporter had to go out and pound the 
pavement to find neighbors in the area who live with these 
houses, and it showed. Your first story was a great intro to the 
topic, but the second one where you dug into the records and 
looked at out of state owners really made it.  

 
Third Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Gabriel Neely-Streit 
"Plastic Problems: 400,000  
Pounds and Counting" 

 
I liked how you went to different communities to see how they 
were handling the issue. I especially loved the character in your 
second story! He's such an interesting guy, and I think everyone 
knows an environmentalist like him. Great job.  

 

Best Use of Social Media by an Individual 

First Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Molly Parker 
 

 
Stood above the others for social engagement with readers. 
Great mix of original content with retweets to enhance and 
expand the stories. 

Second Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Sean Hammond 
 

Effective use of video clips in sports coverage. Good December 
series on Lere Oladipo. 

 
Third Place 
The Quincy Herald-Whig  
  
 

 
The reporter gave a very good effort. 
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Best Use of Social Media by an Institutional Account  

First Place 
The (Galesburg) Register-Mail  
Jay Redfern 
 

 
The Register-Mail puts the social in social media. You have a 
great following and provide lots of fun for your many followers -
- especially on your Foodies page. Evidence of interaction with 
readers and fresh content that goes beyond pushing out your 
website content. 

 
Second Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Kyle Nabors, Sean Hammond and 
Joe Stevenson 
"McHenry County Sports" 

 
 

 

Spot News or Spot Sports Video 

First Place 
The Quincy Herald-Whig  
Jake Shane 
"Stadium Under Water" 

 
Great angle and impact showing how weather can affect those 
outdoor sporting events.  

 

Digital Storytelling  

First Place 
Decatur Herald & Review  
Chris Coates, Laura Sparks and  
Justin Conn  
"Decatur's Birth of the Bears" 
 

 
Epic effort on this digital story. I like the colorful graphics, the 
way it flows and the buttons to click to get additional info - even 
the mascot gets its own button. Very cool, very fun. I really 
appreciate the video link as well as the use of historic 
newspaper articles. Excellent effort! 

 
Second Place 
The (Ottawa) Times  
Brent Bader and Tom Collins 
"The People v. Kenneth Cusick" 
 

 
I come from a jurisdiction that does not allow cameras in the 
courtroom very often so I appreciated this digital story with 
pictures from the courtroom and links to articles. It was a very 
complicated trial and this sums up the story very nicely. Great 
work! 
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Best Website 

First Place 
The Quincy Herald-Whig  
 
 

 
This is a particularly good newspaper website. It’s loaded with 
deeply local content, and it’s uncluttered and easy on the eyes. 
The homepage is well organized, with everything in its place so 
a reader can navigate it easily. It makes good use of photos and 
photo-video galleries. It works well on a mobile phone as well. 
 

Second Place 
Decatur Herald & Review  
 

The newsroom’s response to breaking news is impressive — a 
plane crash, during the judging period. There were stories from 
all angles, good photos, maps and attractive special story 
presentations. Original features such as “What You Might Have 
Missed” are examples of how this newsroom goes the extra 
mile with online service. 
 

Third Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
 Illinoisan 

The Southern Illinoisan makes good use of their website with 
plenty of local news and photos. 

 

 

Picture Story  

First Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Matthew Apgar 
"AJ Freund's Disappearance  
and Murder" 
 

 
Nice capture of emotion in the lady's face and good depth of 
field. A good visual of the process of searching, investigating 
and the sad end result. 

Second Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Isaac Smith 
"A Simple Life" 
 

Well done on catching the daily routine of the Amish with nice 
detail shots as well.  
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Investigative Reporting 

First Place 
The (Waukegan) Lake County  
News-Sun  
Emily Coleman 
"Reports of Abuse Filed More Than a 
Year Before Schools Took Action" 
 

 
 

Second Place 
The (Carbondale) Southern 
Illinoisan  
Molly Parker 
"Public Housing Issues in Southern 
Illinois and Beyond" 
 

 
  

Third Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Katie Smith 
"AJ Freund Coverage" 

 
 

 

Public Service  

First Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Drew Zimmerman 
"McHenry County Coroner's Office 
Performance" 
 

 
Well-written, compelling series that shines a spotlight on a 
serious issue. Reporter gave clear, detailed explanations with 
just enough background in later stories to bring readers up to 
speed. Overall, a very compelling series on an issue many 
communities and states face.  

Second Place 
The Quincy Herald-Whig  
Ethan Colbert, Andrew Drea and 
Jason Lewton 
"Quincy Public Library: A Gem of the 
Gem City" 

Nicely done piece of public service journalism. It doesn’t hurt 
that it was well-written, fact-filled and great photos helped 
round out the package. 

 
Third Place 
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald  
Drew Zimmerman 
"Who Paid Joe Tirio's Legal Fees?" 
 

Scandal and politics often go hand in hand. The reporter used a 
deft hand in this story. Plenty of facts, good flow and smart 
move to separate a complicated story into segments to help the 
reader understand the issues. Just enough background in later 
stories to bring the reader up to speed without getting bogged 
down in minutia.  
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DIVISION I/SMALLEST 

Photo Sweepstakes 
 
The (Elgin) Courier-News  
Brian O'Mahoney 
"Nose Job" 
 

 
Great sports action with clarity and impact, literally. 

 

Editorial Sweepstakes 
 
Effingham Daily News  
Kaitlin Cordes, Dawn Schabbing and 
Todd Buenker 
"Recreational Marijuana" 
 

 
This entry is the definition of a sweepstakes winner. The 
newspaper did a tremendous job of covering the issues of 
recreational marijuana in Illinois from a variety of angles. 
Editorials and columns offered readers multiple perspectives. 
Great job. 

 

General Excellence 

First Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
 

 
 

Second Place 
Effingham Daily News  
 

 
 

Third Place 
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  
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Breaking News 

First Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Kaitlin Cordes and John Curtis 
"Police Investigate Shelbyville 
Homicide" 
 

 
What it's all about. Great use of resources to tell an unfolding 
story and pull it together with background to give the reader 
the full picture. 

Second Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Eric Olson and Aimee Barrows 
"Blaze at Apartment Complex Rages 
for Hours" 

 
  

 

Spot News Photo 

First Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Eric Olson 
"Apartment Building Fire" 
 

 
Nice photo. 

 

Sports Breaking News  

First Place 
Danville Commercial-News  
Chad Dare 
"Repeat Performance" 
 

 
Great lead. Pulls the reader right into the story and captures the 
emotion and drama of the moment. Excellent quotes 
throughout.  

Second Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Eddie Carifio 
"Sycamore-Montini Football" 
 

 
 

Third Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Kaleb Carter 
"Volley for a Cure" 
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Sports Action Photo 

First Place 
The (Elgin) Courier-News  
Brian O'Mahoney 
"Nose Job" 
 

 
Great shot! A clear cut winner. 

Second Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Mark Busch 
"Goal!" 
 

 
Good shot. 

Third Place 
The (Elgin) Courier-News  
Brian O'Mahoney 
"PK Save" 

A good shot. 

 

Feature 

First Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Kelsey Rettke 
"DeKalb Blogger's Tweet About Self-
Acceptance Goes Viral " 
 

 
Nice job. The most compelling story. 

Second Place 
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  
Adrianna Pitrelli 
"A Pushback for the Student Press" 
 

Great subject matter. 

Third Place 
Danville Commercial-News  
Christopher Morrical 
"The Heavens Declare" 

Really good entry. 
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Feature Photo 

First Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Kaitlin Cordes 
"Aerial Proposal" 
 

 
Excellent composition, avoids the cliche of centering the 
subjects. Beautiful use of color and lighting. 

Second Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Mark Busch 
"Camp Power" 
 

The photo does an amazing job of capturing the emotion of the 
moment. 

Third Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Mark Busch 
"Snowy Halloween" 

Great contrast with the darkness of "little Darth's" costume and 
the white of the snow. Just a fun photo. 

 

Sports Feature 

First Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Kaitlin Cordes 
"The Coach and the Cancer" 
 

 
Nice! A victory in the game of life comes out in first place. 

Second Place 
Danville Commercial-News  
Marvin Holman 
"Victory Lap" 
 

Great job. 

Third Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Eddie Carifio 
"Sycamore Coach" 

Really enjoyed this story. 
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Sports Feature Photo 

First Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Mark Busch 
"Wrestler of the Year" 
 

 
Fantastic lighting. Perfectly captures the intensity of a serious 
competitor. 

Second Place 
Naperville Sun  
Brian O'Mahoney 
"Repeat Champs" 
 

The expressions say it all. Great job capturing a moment with 
clarity. Technically clear and perfect. 

Third Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Mark Busch 
"State Champions" 

Emotional shot. Love the composition. Fans at the top add to 
the power. 

 

Column or Blog 

First Place 
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  
Adam J. Glazer 
"Through Glazed Eyes" 
 

 
Solid, strong opinions and insight into the judicial process. The 
tone was wonderfully snarky and engaging. 

Second Place 
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  
Michael R. Panter 
 
 

Thoughtful, casual examination of the intricacies of the legal 
profession.  

Third Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Kevin Solari 
 

The personal background is an effective validation of the point 
of view.  
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Sports Column or Blog  

First Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Eddie Carifio 
 

 
Nice work. Congratulations! 

 

Portrait/Personality  

First Place 
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  
David Thomas 
"Judge Jeffrey Cole" 
 

 
The tie balances well with the art on the wall, making for a 
technically interesting and artfully enlightening visual insight 
into the subject. 

Second Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Mark Busch 
"Young Love" 
 

Getting subjects to relax and be themselves in front of a lens is 
never easy. It's a testament to the ability of a photographer to 
understand the subject and capture it. The smile says it all. 

Third Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Kaitlin Cordes 
"Pioneer Days Weaver" 

An interesting photo. 

 

Business Reporting 

First Place 
Danville Commercial-News  
Jennifer Bailey 
"Bright Lights in Vegas" 
 

 
Some great reporting. 

Second Place 
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  
Sarah Mansur 
"Law School Notes" 
 

A really good series. 
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Editorial Writing 

First Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Jeff Long 
 

 
An effective platform to discuss issues and give an alternative 
perspective, which communities very much need, presented in 
an easy to approach form that allows the reporters to tell the 
news, while this focuses on leading a conversation. 

 
Second Place 
Danville Commercial-News  
Larry Smith 
 

 
A good presentation of defensible stands in the community 
interest, with strong advocacy of open, transparent governance. 

Third Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Eric  Olson  
 

One of the most challenging things for an opinion writer to do is 
to voice a strong, well-considered opinion -- based in fact, but 
without regurgitating the reportage. 

 

Headlines 

First Place 
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  
Marc Karlinsky 
 
 

 
Six words that tell an eloquent story. They invoke strong, 
relevant images and spark the imagination, even as they draw 
the reader to the story. 

Second Place 
Naperville Sun  
Ray Hochgesang 
 
 

Strong, evocative words and images. They draw the reader to 
read. 

Third Place 
Naperville Sun  
Paul Day 
 
 

Good use of specific nouns to clue the reader and boost SEO. 
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Enterprise Story  

First Place 
Danville Commercial-News  
Carol Roehm 
"Keeping Kids in Class" 
 

 
Nice job. In the "news readers can use" category, the first place 
winner is top of the class. 

Second Place 
Danville Commercial-News  
Jennifer Bailey 
"Pot Place" 
 

A good story. 

Third Place 
Danville Commercial-News  
Jennifer Bailey 
"Walls Tumbling Down" 
 

Nice work. 

 

General News Photo  

First Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Kaitlin Cordes 
"Unit 40 Surprises Teacher" 
 

 
This is a photo with emotion with a high degree of difficulty. 

Second Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Crystal Reed 
"Hornets Pick Odd Spot for Nest at 
Oakridge Cemetery" 
 

Brings a good laugh. 

Third Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Mark Busch 
"Controlled Burn" 
 

A strong photo. 
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Best Use of Social Media by an Individual 

First Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Eddie Carifio 
 
 

 
Wins the race by a nose. 

Second Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Kaleb Carter 

Great job. 

 

Best Use of Social Media by an Institutional Account  

First Place 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle  
Eddie Carifio and Kaleb Carter 
"DC Preps" 

 
Nice job. Keep up the good work. 

 

Spot News or Spot Sports Video 

First Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Charles Mills 
"Owen Gets His Wish" 

 
Really enjoyed this entry. Nice job. 

 

Digital Storytelling  

First Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Kaitlin Cordes and Jeff Long 
"The Coach and the Cancer" 

 
A great job! A very good entry. 

 

Best Website 

First Place 
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  
Tanya Meyer and Emma Zelewsky 
 
 

 
Good layout, easy to navigate, great mix of content and focuses 
on issues that would be important to your target audience. 
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Investigative Reporting 

First Place 
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin  
Andrew Maloney 
"A Look at Illinois' Legal Spending" 

 
Great job on this entry! 

 

Public Service  

First Place 
Effingham Daily News  
Kaitlin Cordes, Dawn Schabbing and 
Todd Buenker 
"Recreational Marijuana" 
 

 
This is exactly what a newspaper is supposed to do. Coverage of 
this major issue for their community included voices from all 
sides of the issue and gave readers the information they needed 
to understand what was happening and its potential impact. 
The well-written editorials added additional points of view to 
help readers better understand the issues at stake. 

 
Second Place 
Danville Commercial-News  
Jennifer Bailey 
"Casino Coverage" 
 

 
Solid continuing coverage of an important ongoing story. The 
stories included paint a clear picture of potential benefits and 
pitfalls by bringing in multiple sources from all sides and going 
deep on experiences of similar communities. 

 

 


