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2019 Judges’ Comments – Division V 

 

General Excellence 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

 

 

  

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade 

 

Third Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

 

 

 

 

  

Best Headline Writer 

First Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Heather Denniss 

 

 

Heather displayed a skill for tight headline writing that blends 

a good variety of puns and an elegant command of language. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

William (Skip) Hall 

 

 

Skip entertained with a good sense of humor, nice references 

to pop culture and a catchy way with words. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Jerry Petersen 

 

 

Jerry's submissions are solid, using appropriate verbs for the 

stories he's describing and references that make you think. 
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Best Business Writer 

First Place 

Dayton Daily News  

Kaitlin Schroeder 

 

 

This is a smart collection of pieces on the business of health 

care. Schroeder's reporting on nursing home staffing was 

especially compelling: When the federal government changed 

how it grades nursing homes on staffing, a number of Dayton-

area nursing homes suddenly fell to the lowest rating. Her 

investigation found that self-reporting by facilities had 

allowed them to mask how poorly they in fact had been 

staffed -- an idea worth stealing for any news market. 

Another story from Schroeder looked at how communities 

are affected when hospitals close their doors. Like the nursing 

home story, this piece examined the price exacted when 

health care becomes a dollars-and-cents proposition. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Jordyn Grzelewski 

 

 

Very readable, insightful reporting on real estate. A nice piece 

of enterprise revealed how Zillow listed drastically inflated 

tax assessments and property tax bills in its local real-estate 

database -- in some cases scaring off potential homebuyers. 

This certainly sent people clicking to see if their property was 

misrepresented. Another nice piece of enterprise looked at 

the hangover from the housing foreclosure crisis that persists 

in certain neighborhoods, even as property values have 

recovered in more-prosperous ZIP codes. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Jim Weiker 

 

 

As populations reverse their migration from the suburbs and 

back to city centers, the transition is not always a smooth 

one. Weiker writes in an understandable and relatable way 

about the challenge developers face in putting "the mix into 

mixed-use projects" in Downtown Columbus where there is 

not yet enough foot-traffic to support ground-floor 

businesses. And his critical piece that asks whether federal 

"opportunity zones" draw new investment -- or merely 

provide tax breaks for investments that would have 

happened anyway in neighborhoods on the rise -- is a 

question worth asking in any community. 
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Best Columnist 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Jason Williams 

 

 

Strong stuff, reported in the right places. Jason Williams' 

piece from his hometown in Ohio's Trump Country should be 

required reading for national political types traipsing across 

the industrial heartland looking for understanding in the 

looming campaign. 

Second Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Bob Dyer 

 

 

So often, Akron's Bob Dyer can be an artist with a keyboard. 

He makes me laugh, makes me cry ... and always entertains. 

Third Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Phillip Morris 

 

 

Consistently well-written and well-reported pieces showing 

struggles in today's Cleveland. 

 

 

Best Editorial Writer 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Mary Yost 

 

 

Mary Yost's editorials are punchy and compelling. They are 

always on newsworthy topics and they are always written in a 

confident, yet reasonable tone. The only exception in this 

regard is her editorial on school shootings, but there her 

appeal to emotion is perhaps the best course, and it's 

certainly the most powerful. Well done, Mary! 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Tom Troy 

 

 

Tom Troy's editorials are written on interesting topics. His 

best piece was "Fight with the Written Word" which was 

verbally strong and which did a good job of exploring both 

sides of the issue while taking a strong stance.  All in all, I'd be 

glad to have him on my team. Well done, Tom! 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Wynne Everett 

 

 

Wynne Everett's editorials are all interesting. Wynne is good 

at drawing the reader in with a hook. In most of the pieces, 

you know the thesis and point of view after the nut graf, 

which is good.  
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Best Feature Writer 

First Place 

Dayton Daily News  

Amelia Robinson 

 

 

This journalist clearly knows her community and conveys that 

knowledge in an entertaining manner. 

Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Dan Horn 

 

 

Provocative insights into complex issues through the eyes of 

everyday people. 

 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Mike Wagner 

 

 

Entertaining features with writer doing a nice job of telling a 

story punctuated with effective glimpses into who these 

people are. 

 

 

Best Graphics Artist 

First Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Andrea Levy 

 

 

No comments. 

 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Jeff Basting 

 

 

No comments. 

 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Tom Fisher 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Sports Columnist 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Michael Arace 

 

 

No comments. 

 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

David Briggs 

 

 

No comments. 

 

Third Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Paul Daugherty 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

 

Best Sports Feature Writer 

First Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Nate Ulrich 

 

 

Stories are really well-sourced; I really felt like I learned 

something new about the subjects. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Joey Kaufman 

 

 

The reporter used interviews well to help capture heart-

warming and -wrenching moments. 

Third Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Bobby Nightengale 

 

 

The Danny Graves feature was an outstanding feature about 

one person's struggle with addiction and depression. 
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Best Sports Writer 

First Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Nick Piotrowicz 

 

 

Best four stories, bar none. From investigative work on 

coaching tactics to a game story on a "star-crossed program" 

to a 30-year anniversary piece on a state basketball title to a 

feature on BGSU's "ignominious" football record. Well done, 

Nick. 

Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Bobby Nightengale 

 

 

Beat reporting on a cellar-dwelling baseball team is 

challenging at the best of times. Nightengale's stories on 

Mike Fiers' no-hitter, a bench-clearing brawl, the role of 

analytics, and a Babe Ruth-style performance were grand 

slams. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Bill Rabinowitz 

 

 

Bill Rabinowitz is required reading for Ohio State football fans 

. . . and we can see why. Rare access to coaches, interesting 

insights and well-told game stories are three reasons to read 

Bill's stories in The Columbus Dispatch. 

 

 

Best Photographer 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Albert Cesare 

 

 

Capturing strong emotional moments elevated this 

photographer's portfolio to first place. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Lisa DeJong 

 

 

Beautiful images from the border story. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Kyle Robertson 

 

 

Singles are nice. 
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Best News Writer 

First Place 

Dayton Daily News  

Laura Bischoff 

 

 

Very good work. Parole board story was particularly 

impressive. Deep dive, plus sources from all around the 

subject. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

John Caniglia 

 

 

Great collection of stories, including an interview with the 

matriarch of a family charged with mass murder. 

Third Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Amanda Garrett 

 

 

Great collection of content. Best was a good story about 

female teacher having sex with male students -- not 

uncommon, but not the norm. 

 

 

Best Sports Enterprise 

First Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Kyle Rowland 

 

 

Great behind-the-scenes look at college basketball recruiting 

process. 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Nick Piotrowicz 

 

 

Good story about issues behind the scenes with coaches at 

BG gymnastics. 

Third Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Marla Ridenour 

"Recipe for Success" 

 

 

Good collection of stories/info about the now former Browns 

coach and his father. 
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Best Special Sports Section 

First Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

"Browns Magazine 2019" 

 

 

Crisp layout, solid writing, clearly committed a lot of 

resources to this invaluable fans' guide. 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

"Best Special Sports Section Walleye 

Season Preview" 

 

 

Well-written, enjoyed the historical capsules. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

"Urban Meyer Legacy" 

 

 

Well-packaged and written. Clearly lots of local knowledge of 

a national sports figure. 

 

 

Best Daily Sports Section 

First Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

 

 

Cleveland has the best combination of enterprise, packaging, 

standing elements, in-depth coverage of franchise teams, and 

agate. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

 

 

Columbus does best at comprehensive coverage of No. 1 

franchise (Ohio State), without neglecting other key 

teams/events in market.  

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

 

 

Toledo does well at covering a lot of bases without a 

dominant franchise. Game coverage is complete.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



OHIO ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Best Illustration or Informational Graphic 

First Place 

Dayton Daily News  

"Path of the Shooter" 

 

 

Nice movement, gives a clear picture of the event. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Julie Fulton 

"Easton Timeline" 

 

 

Informative, easy to browse. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Joe Landsberger and Jeff Basting 

"Walleye Quiz" 

 

 

Nice, fun interactive way to "test" fans - or let them win! 

 

 

Best News Photo 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Doral Chenoweth III 

"Suffering on Sullivant" 

 

 

The face of a drug epidemic. 

Second Place 

Dayton Daily News  

Ty Greenlees 

"Tornado Devastation" 

 

 

Startling, effective photo. Can follow the path of the tornado. 

Third Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Phil Masturzo 

"Call to Duty" 

 

 

Good, shows the attempt for a private moment in a public 

place. Body language indicates how nervous the girl is. 
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Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Fred Squillante 

"Girl in Mirror" 

 

 

Something that nearly everyone can relate to is ramped up in 

the eyes of this child. Bravo! 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Lisa DeJong 

"Through the mesh fence" 

 

 

Image does a fantastic job of capturing the emotion of this 

union. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Jeremy Wadsworth 

"Racing Past St. George" 

 

 

Great timing, glad to hear Ed survived! Nice work. 

 

 

Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Kyle Robertson 

"Head in the Game" 

 

 

Great timing and a little luck, I'm guessing, contributed to 

capturing this shot. Photo perfectly captures an intense 

moment that otherwise was probably missed by those in 

attendance. 

Second Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Phil Masturzo 

"Game Winner" 

 

 

Absolutely excitement expressed by players and fans. Photo 

full of emotion and action. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Jeremy Wadsworth 

"Touchdown Dive" 

 

 

Touchdown captured at prefect moment and facial 

expression of ball carrier is priceless. 
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Best Photo Story 

First Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Kurt Steiss 

 

 

Photos of communities coming together in the aftermath of 

mass shootings conveyed the emotions everyone felt across 

the country. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Lisa DeJong 

"Desperation Knows No Boundary" 

 

 

These photos helped tell the story of people who dream of a 

new life in a country that is shutting them out. One only has 

to look at the photos to know what's happening. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Joshua Bickel 

"Garrett Ford Prepares for Special 

Olympics World Games" 

 

 

These photos made me smile! I felt much pride for this young 

man on his journey to the Special Olympics. 

 

 

Best Video 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Meg Vogel 

"10 Years After Fort Hood" 

 

 

No comments. 

 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Doral Chenoweth 

"Suffering on Sullivant" 

 

 

No comments. 

 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Andy Morrison 

"As the Season Winds Down, Toledo 

Christian Reviews First Season of 8-

Man Football" 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Public Service 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

"Broken Pledge" 

 

 

The Columbus Dispatch’s “Broken Pledge” series is the very 

definition of public service journalism. Through a six-episode 

podcast accompanied by a compelling written narrative, the 

paper’s team of reporters and editors delved into the tragic 

death of Ohio University student Collin Wiant to personalize 

the consequences of hazing while demonstrating how 

universities and Greek organizations ignore, downplay or, in 

the case of Sigma Pi, seek to cover up dangerous, even 

criminal activity. To produce this impressive project, the 

Dispatch journalists developed sources, dug into documents, 

audio recordings and text messages related to the 

investigation, and extensively interviewed Collin’s family, 

friends and others who could shed light on what happened to 

him and why. The breadth and depth of the information this 

team gathered, synthesized and presented to the public is 

especially impressive given the obstacles they faced from 

uncooperative law enforcement and university officials. The 

dogged and thorough work of these journalists brought 

readers and listeners into the fraternity house where Collin 

died after inhaling nitrous oxide, the funeral home where 

friends and family said their goodbyes, and the room where 

university officials conducted a hearing that ended with 

Sigma Pi’s expulsion from campus. An additional story took a 

broader look at hazing on Ohio college campuses and the 

rarity of prosecutions for illegal activity. The impact of the 

Dispatch’s work was apparent in the investigation of Greek 

and other campus groups that followed at Ohio University 

and the filing of numerous criminal charges in relation to 

Collin’s death. It is well-deserving of the Ohio APME’s first-

place award for public service. 
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Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

"The Long, Hard Road" 

 

 

The Cincinnati Enquirer decided to take on a daunting, 

ambitious project in 2019: Chronicling the lingering impact of 

the Great Recession along an 80-mile stretch of southwest 

Ohio and northern Kentucky. In the resulting year-long series 

of stories, “The Long, Hard Road,” the paper’s team of 

reporters, editors, photographers and graphic artists covered 

a lot of ground journalistically in telling the stories of 

residents affected by poverty and exploring the causes of the 

region’s slow, uneven economic recovery. The project is full 

of compelling, insightful narratives, from the snowballing 

consequences of a single traffic stop to the extra costs a 

woman faces when she has to wash her clothes at a 

laundromat instead of using a washer and dryer at home. The 

reporting, writing and photography in these stories truly put a 

human face on the struggles faced by the working poor, and 

nowhere more effectively than the storytelling exhibited in 

the piece about high school baseball coach Fred James and 

the struggles of his players both on and off the field. At turns 

sobering, dispiriting and ultimately inspiring, this report and 

its intimate photos are worth the price of a subscription by 

themselves. The series is supported by data illustrating the 

depth and breadth of the region’s poverty, smart graphics 

and maps that convey trends and places at a glance and the 

clever use of drone footage to give readers a birds-eye view 

to go along with the personal portraits that make up the 

project’s heart. This is high-level journalism that embodies 

public service to readers. 
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Third Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Jordyn Grzelewski 

"Closed Doors" 

 

 

The Plain Dealer effectively combined data analysis, street-

level reporting and interactive maps and graphics to explore 

the forces working against low-income renters who rely on 

federal vouchers to keep a roof over their heads. In its series 

“Closed Doors,” the paper laid out the legal and market 

factors that are squeezing voucher users out of many 

Cleveland-area neighborhoods and reinforcing segregation. 

The reporters used data from the federal Department of 

Housing and Urban Development to demonstrate how 

voucher usage is dropping in more diverse, prosperous 

communities like Lakewood while increasing in poorer, more 

segregated cities such as East Cleveland. The project made 

good use of graphics, especially an interactive map showing 

voucher usage per 100 rentals by zip code, allowed readers to 

see the differences among communities and neighborhoods. 

The project also explored how the lack of legal requirements 

allows landlords to bar voucher users from renting. The 

stories and accompanying photos illustrated the impact on 

tenants by sharing their experiences and studied possible 

solutions, including mobility projects that have shown success 

in Baltimore and Seattle. The series shined light on an 

important quality-of-life issue, making it deserving of 

recognition for public service. 
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Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

Dayton Daily News  

"Oregon District Mass Shooting" 

 

 

The proximity of the paper, and what appears to be its entire 

staff, to the events that riveted the nation are clear from the 

initial breaking news to the ongoing coverage to the profiles 

of the victims. Knowledge of the area, a personal connection 

to the people and places, and the thoroughness of the 

reporting are evident, especially considering it was an event 

that drew national attention and media from near and far. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

"Doctor Charged with Murder" 

 

 

Heartbreaking to read, as told through family members. But 

impressive, too, in constructing a timeline and details that 

made the anguish of those family members evident. Clear 

writing balances the emotional and the medical details. 

Third Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

"Building Collapse" 

 

 

The uncertainty and the urgency of the situation leap from 

the page from the beginning. The heartbreak of the 

resolution is equally clear. The unfolding events are told with 

compassion and thoroughness. 

 

 

Best Explanatory Reporting 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

"Vaping Section" 

 

 

The Vaping section brings much-needed clarity to a 

developing issue. It covers all the angles, breaking them down 

into compelling, manageable narratives. It's a well-organized 

and executed team effort. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Patrick O'Donnell and Olivera Perkins 

"Pathways to Prosperity" 

 

 

Pathways to Prosperity did an outstanding job of contrasting 

U.S. and European approaches to education and weaving in 

personal experiences and statistics. The series was excellent 

in its organization and pace.  

 

Third Place 

Dayton Daily News  

Laura Bischoff 

"House Bill 6" 

 

 

The House Bill 6 series reads like a mystery. The reporter 

methodically peels back the layers of a complex issue, and 

makes it easy to understand, which is what explanatory 

reporting is all about. 
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Best Enterprise Reporting 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

"Suffering on Sullivant" 

 

 

Really good look at the human suffering in one of the worst 

places in Columbus, including drugs, prostitution and human 

trafficking. Reporters got right in with the inhabitants and 

produced a compelling package. 

Second Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Stephanie Warsmith and  

Paula Schleis 

"Elusive Justice" 

 

 

Like a good novel I couldn't put down. Well written. 

Third Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Anne Saker 

"Neil Armstrong Death Settlement" 

 

Interesting, comprehensive story into the legal 

entanglements following Neil Armstrong's death. 
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Best Investigative Reporting 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

"Sex Trafficking in Portsmouth" 

 

 

Once again, we have proof of how the smallest lead can lead 

to incredible local reporting. And better yet, this package 

reveals the importance of how journalists cannot forget those 

smaller markets where the number of watchdogs has been 

decimated. This package was a compilation of in-depth 

investigating that led to compassionate reporting, compelling 

story telling and the uncovering of issues that could lead to 

more stories and life-impacting issues and cases for years to 

come. Great work! Congratulations on your vision to be a 

beacon for the state. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

John Futty and Jim Weiker 

"Foreclosed and Fleeced" 

 

 

This package offers an important example of how journalists 

must continue to reveal abuses of the system and how 

journalists remain their role as "watchdogs" for the people. 

Keep up the great work and hold these officials to the fire. 

Third Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Rachel Dissell and Andrea Simakis 

"Case Closed" 

 

 

A compelling tale written with compassion that exposes a 

major under-reported issue that needs to be further 

addressed. 

 

 

Best Full Page Design 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Jason Bredehoeft 

 

 

Love short, bobble-headed look of players. Nice job. Others 

good, too. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

"Desperation Knows No Boundary" 

 

 

Effective art. 

Third Place 

Dayton Daily News  

Adrian Zamarron 

 

 

Good, solid. 
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Best Digital Project 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

"Fracking" 

 

 

Really well-done, focused, digital storytelling on an important 

topic. The primary video does a nice job of setting up the rest 

of the story. The interactives -- the fracking explainer and the 

map -- provide great information and context. I learned 

things by reading this. 

Second Place 

Dayton Daily News  

Amelia Robinson and Corey Frolik 

"Dayton Strong Storytelling Station" 

 

 

This was a great idea to tie up related but otherwise 

unrelated events -- if that makes sense -- and let ordinary 

people tell ordinary stories, not just the most dramatic ones. 

The stories weren't too long, but I got more out of them than 

if they had been edited into one big audio piece. Nice. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Victor Black and Rachel Kilroy 

"Catholic Secrecy: Investigating Priest 

Sexual Abuse in Columbus" 

 

 

This is a comprehensive package on an issue that has 

impacted a lot of people.  The choice to give readers a way to 

look these priests up in a database was a good one. That's a 

valuable service. 

 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

 

No comments. 

 

Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

 

No comments. 

 

 

Third Place 

Dayton Daily News  

 

No comments. 

 

 

 

 


