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TV I/Metro TV 

Outstanding News Operation  
 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
 
 
 

 
Comprehensive coverage.  

Best Spot News  

First Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
Tracy Davis, Joe Kolina and Angie 
Rosemond 
"Aurora Henry Pratt Workplace 
Shooting" 
 

 
The best job in ensuring a variety of sound. 

Second Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Deputy Killed" 
 

 
 

 

Best Sports Report  

First Place 
KSDK-TV, St. Louis  
Mike Bush, Scott Suppelsa and 
Adam Dew 
"The Right Note" 
 

 
Such a powerful story. Nice how you took the viewer on a 
journey that delivered a great message in the end. 

Second Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
Alex Maragos, Lexi Sutter and  
Scott Doll 
"Concussions and the Future of Youth 
Football" 
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Best Light Feature 

First Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Rita's Quilt" 
 

 
This is a very compelling story. I was impressed by the 
community and the way the story continued to reveal itself. It 
left me feeling excited and like I wanted to be part of 
something.  

 
Second Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
"Secrets of the Trade" 
 

 
Great idea to bring together multiple voices from a single 
industry and have the polls and open ended questions to 
everyone. I appreciated the behind the scenes video. 

 

Best Hard News Feature 

First Place 
KSDK-TV, St. Louis  
Mike Bush, Scott Suppelsa and  
Adam Dew 
"Paradise Volleyball" 
 

 
Paradise Volleyball was remarkably well photographed and 
stood out. 

Second Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Kids Off the Block" 
 

 
 

 

Best Series or Documentary  

First Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Return to Auschwitz:  
A Survivor's Story" 
 

 
What a compelling story she had to tell. I'm sure the viewers 
appreciated the station's commitment to such an important 
story. 

Second Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
Courtney Copenhagen, Phil Rogers 
and Michael McGovern 
"Cannabis in Illinois" 
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Best Investigative Report 

First Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
"The Death of a State Trooper" 

 
The WMAQ report exemplifies how investigative reporting can 
advance a breaking news story. 

 
Second Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Kim Foxx - Derrion Albert 
Investigation" 

 
Strong execution on all reports. 

 

Best Videography 

First Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Chicago's Legendary Outdoor 
Basketball Courts" 
 

 
The shots were clean and the story was easy to follow. 

Second Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Revolution Workshop" 

 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
 

 
Great storytelling on so many platforms. Excellent job of using 
each platform for the right purpose. 

Second Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  

 
 

 

Best Newswriter 

First Place 
WBBM-TV, Chicago  
Jeremy Ross 
 

 
The writer does a fantastic job of connecting the words and 
pictures.  It really sucks you in. 

Second Place 
KSDK-TV, St. Louis  
Mike Bush 
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Best Reporter 

First Place 
WBBM-TV, Chicago  
Jeremy Ross  
 

 
Diverse story selection and techniques. 

 

Best Newscast 

First Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
  
 

 
The investigative story won the show for me. The breaking news 
off the top had some great graphics. 

Second Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
  

This newscast was clean, professional and clear. I understood 
exactly what happened and the video helped tell the story.  
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TV II/Local TV 

Outstanding News Operation  
 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
 

 
The level of professionalism at this station stood out. The flood 
coverage (by ground and drone) being anchored from the field 
showed a strong commitment level. The Newscast portion of 
the entry was thorough and varied in content. The Lives on the 
Line series was very compelling and emotional. It's good to see 
a strong commitment to investigative reporting with important 
follow-ups on stories that demand continued accountability. 
They are also very committed to community service and 
volunteerism, etc. The short documentary on murals was 
phenomenally well done and is an incredibly strong example of 
the importance of visual photography and storytelling - and 
employing people who can produce at this level. Field anchoring 
for the big game between Green Bay and Chicago was also great 
- awesome to see field anchoring as a station priority. 
Compelling, professional and high-quality promos are also 
worthy of mention. It's clear the station has a legacy and 
commitment to excellence. 

 

Best Spot News  

First Place 
WICS-TV, Springfield  
Ana Espinosa, Justin Carter and  
Grace Boehm 
"Death of Ta'naja Barnes" 
 

 
 

Second Place 
KWQC-TV, Davenport  
"Flood Coverage" 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



ILLINOIS ASSOCIATED PRESS BROADCASTERS 
2019 Winners and Judges’ Comments 

 

 

Best Sports Report  

First Place 
WQAD-TV, Moline  
Elizabeth Wadas and Stephanie 
Mattan 
"Night Crew" 
 
 

 
This was AWESOME! The variation of shots was phenomenal. 
Use of natural sound, pacing, and writing were ingenious. Very 
well done. Hats off! I'd watch more of your work anytime!  

Second Place 
WGEM-TV, Quincy  
David Sugarman 
"Sports in Focus: Nick Trotter" 

Really well done. 

 

 

Best Light Feature 

First Place 
WQAD-TV, Moline  
Elizabeth Wadas and Andy McKay 
"Making Memories" 

 
A good feature piece leaves the viewer feeling a good amount 
of some emotion. This piece did that for me.  The kids are what 
made it so special.  Their genuineness is so authentic.  This was 
well shot and well scripted out.  I was glued for the entire piece. 

 
 
Second Place 
WPSD-TV, Paducah  
Brianna Clark 
"Changing Lives with  
Wheelchair Ramps" 

 
 
What an inspirational story.  It's great to know there are still 
really good people out there. I thought the bridge in this story 
with the standup was clever.  This story was well shot, well 
planned and you can tell attention to detail played a part. 
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Best Hard News Feature 

First Place 
WEEK-TV (NBC), East Peoria  
Caitlin Knute and Emily Ogden 
"Abuse in the Peoria Catholic 
Diocese" 

 
Really well done. Very captivating and interesting. The interview 
from Mr. Jones to share his story and be vulnerable was 
impactful. It was edited well and the dramatization added to the 
story. It was balanced and it flowed. Nice job. Part 2 was very 
interesting as well. 

 
 
Second Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
Kristin Crowley and James Stratton 
"The Human Impact of Violating 
Scott's Law" 

 
 
Well told story and set up with the trooper interviews. It was 
edited well. It’s not often you hear from law enforcement about 
the things they face on the job. It was nice to hear from them 
personally. 
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Best Series or Documentary  

First Place 
WICD-TV, Champaign  
Lauren Kostiuk 
"Addicted Illinois" 
 

 
EXCELLENT SERIES! A great, compelling story that introduces us 
to the human side of addiction with a rarely shared perspective 
of the upper class addict and her environment. Well written and 
delivered through sound and difficult to illustrate visuals. You 
got my attention and I really wanted to watch the follow up 
after hearing the promo push tag. Part 2: Good angle. Hearing 
from the mortician about the impact it's had on him and his 
business. Part 3: Another unique angle hearing from the 
coroner and the personal toll it takes talking to families after 
addiction-related deaths. Part 4: Once again, a unique 
perspective offered from a struggling veteran - told through 
compelling, emotionally resonating journalism. Part 5: Eye-
opening, consumer-focused story that will definitely get the 
attention of viewers who never thought they might be impacted 
by the opioid crisis.            

 
 
Second Place 
WICS-TV, Springfield  
Ana Espinosa, William Hatfield  
and Kelsey Evans 
"Project Illinois: Justice For Ta'Naja" 
 

 
 
Great intro which allows the viewer to become emotionally 
involved in the story. Excellent writing, reporting and 
documentary-style, "Special Report" level of presentation. Well 
researched, visually well-told through photos/home video, jail 
interview, timeline GFX and emotional reactions - combined 
with appropriate music and an overall reporting tone that fit the 
intended demand for outrage and accountability. It's obvious 
the amount of work that went into this program - and it was 
very well edited. It's the kind of work local journalists need to 
continue to push for - and be allowed the time to produce. 
These illustrative, compelling, local stories can serve as 
examples of a broken system and a demand for a larger public 
response that requires accountability. 
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Best Investigative Report 

First Place 
WAND-TV, Decatur  
Doug Wolfe and Andy Barker 
"Small Town Cop" 
 

 
This piece stood out because of its impact on public policy. Solid 
investigative piece that combined records and field sleuthing to 
drive policy change and expose potential waste/misuse of 
taxpayer/government assets.  

 
Second Place 
WEEK-TV (NBC), East Peoria  
Lauren Melendez 
"The Death of Kayla Fannon" 
 

 
The 9-1-1 calls and body cam footage were exceptional 
elements in exposing the gaps in the system when it comes to 
protecting women from abuse. Coupled with the police 
determination that the arrest (or lack of immediate arrest) was 
a discretionary call made this powerful, important reporting.  

 

Best Videography 

First Place 
WQAD-TV, Moline  
Stephanie Mattan 
"River Rider" 
 

 
Incredible use of nats and the GOPRO. This was very well done. I 
really enjoyed the pace and variety of shots. One in particular 
that stood out was the shot of the water glistening as the 
woman loaded the paddle-board into the water. Super well shot 
and put together.  

 
Second Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
Kyle Yonkers and Robert Burke 
"Rockford in Color" 
 

 
This is a visually stunning subject and the piece absolutely does 
it justice. I loved the nats of the actual newscast incorporated 
into the track. This was stunningly shot. The music was perfect. I 
also loved the sense of urgency you conveyed during the rain 
section. Overall, this was incredible.  

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
Audrey Moon 

 
Great community engagement with special Facebook Live 
programming (Town Halls, Football Show, Police Procession); 
live beauty shots. On the site, the special section and interactive 
map for police hit by vehicles was well done and out-of-the-box. 

 
Second Place 
WMBD-TV, Peoria  
Kevin Schwaller 

 
The element that bumped this entry up was the Instagram 
newscast. Love to see stations moving toward the future. Way 
to make use of nationally-available (and local) live Facebook 
streams for social too. Sounds like your site and reach are 
growing. 
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Best Reporter 

First Place 
WAND-TV, Decatur  
Deron Molen 
 
 

 
Good use of emotional sound and good reveals. Loved the 
paperwork standup! 

Second Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
Kristin Crowley 

Great reporting. Having the officers hold photos of their patrol 
cars was striking. Great variety of stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Newswriter 

First Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
James Stratton 
 
 

 
The writing and editing flowed extremely well. I was hooked 
from the very beginning in all of the pieces. Well done!  

Second Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
Kristin Crowley 
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Best Newscast 

First Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
 

 
Wow! This team coverage was incredibly well executed I loved 
that you told the audience what they could expect from each 
reporter. The drone video was a great tie in for all of the stories. 
I also loved the sense of urgency that was conveyed throughout 
the entire newscast. The entire mood of the show was serious 
and urgent but not too scary. You gave the viewers the sense 
that this was serious, but that authorities had things under 
control. I also loved the fact that you painted a clear picture of 
the scope of the disaster and explained why it happened during 
the package with the dam. This was news your viewers could 
use and every reporter did an outstanding job not to mention 
the anchors out in the field. I couldn't take my eyes off this 
entire newscast. Well done.  

 
Second Place 
WGEM-TV, Quincy  
 

 
Loved the open. I love putting a community face on a situation 
because it makes viewers feel connected. I think you all did a 
great job of showing just how great this community is and how 
they support one another. The interview with the mother and 
son was pure gold. It really felt like you all were a team getting 
out into the community, doing your part in keeping everyone 
safe and informed of the situation. Very well done.    
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Radio I/Metro Radio: 

Outstanding News Operation  
 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
  
 
 

 
You demonstrated good spot news. 

Best Spot News  

First Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
"Chicago Public School Teachers 
Strike" 
 

 
Impressive coverage of an event unfolding in real time. Good 
use of natural sound. 

Second Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Kate McGee 
"Sister Jean Turns 100" 

Good use of natural sound along with concise writing. 

 

Best Sports Report  

First Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago 
 George Ofman 
"69 Cubs" 

 
Appreciated the use of sound tape. 

 

Best Light Feature 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Monica Eng, Jessica Pupovac  
and Jesse Dukes 
"Chicago's Hidden Indie  
Rock Archive" 
 

 
I looked to this as a mini-documentary. Great use of tape. The 
pacing and narrative arc keep the story moving along. Fun 
premise for a story - listener question. Congratulations! 

Second Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
Lisa Fielding 
"Life Tough Kids" 

Congratulations on bringing depth and color to this story in a 
short amount of time. Good use of tape to tell a story and set 
the scene. Well done! 
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Best Hard News Feature 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Susie An and Kate Grossman 
"Naperville Schools Try to  
Rebuild Trust" 
 

 
Important topic to bring to audience attention. Strong writing 
and sensitivity given the nature of the story. Well placed and 
edited tape. Pacing was strong. Congratulations! 

 

Best Series or Documentary  

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Claudia Morell, Becky Vevea and  
Alex Keefe 
"2019 Chicago Election Coverage" 
 

 
Compelling, which is difficult to do with political stories. 

Second Place 
WLS-AM, Chicago  
"Mayor Daley On the Record" 

 
 

 

Best Investigative Report 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Maria Ines Zamudio, Will Craft  
and Alden Loury 
"Chicago's Water Prices Are 
Skyrocketing" 
 

 
Good comprehensive storytelling, along with important public 
service. Congratulations on highlighting what public media does 
so well. 

 

Best Use of Sound 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Carrie Shepherd and Tricia Bobeda 
"Word Jazz Creator and Host Ken 
Nordine Dies" 
 

 
Beautiful use of in-studio sound. 
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Best Newswriter 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Monica Eng 
 

 
 

 

Best Reporter 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Kate McGee 
 

 
Great use of sound in spot news and I really enjoyed the story of 
the 2 women returning to UChicago. Impressive demonstration 
of original reporting. 

Second Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
Lisa Fielding 
 

Good writing and good use of sound. 

 

Best Newscast 

First Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
 
 
 

 
Congratulations on this newscast! A good mix of national and 
local news. I liked the use of tape and the delivery. The breaking 
news was urgent, but with measured and authoritative delivery. 

 
Second Place 
WLS-AM, Chicago  
John Dempsey 
  

 
Strong lead and use of tape. Well done on the use of bringing 
several views with tape into the Smollett story. 
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Radio II/Local Radio  

Outstanding News Operation  
 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
 
 
 
 

 
This is an impressive list of stories, covering a wide range of 
issues and shows good initiative on the part of the WGLT news 
team. The two big investigative stories were very strong. 

Best Spot News  

First Place 
WCMY-AM, Ottawa  
Ethan Kruger and Rick Koshko 
"Skydiver Lands in River" 
 

 
This story had a sense of urgency and defined the category. 

Second Place 
WVIK-FM, Rock Island  
Scott Reeder, Herb Trix and  
Michelle O'Neill 
"Liggins Sentenced to Life" 
 

A great and compelling use of natural sound.  

 

Best Sports Report  

First Place 
WIUM-FM, Macomb  
Jason Parrott 
"RAGBRAI's Visit to Keokuk" 
 

 
This story was the best in terms of listenability and production 
values. Great photos to accompany the story. 

 
Second Place 
WVIK-FM, Rock Island  
Zach Wilson 
"Shrinking Minor Leagues  
Could Affect Local Teams" 
 

 
This story has strong tape. 
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Best Light Feature 

First Place 
WUIS-FM, Springfield  
Brian Mackey 
"Have We Been Misspelling  
J.B. Pritzker's Name?" 
 

 
What a fun piece to listen to.  The reporter uses just the right 
amount of "wink and nod" for the listening audience to be 
taken along on the journey of the story.  It starts with a mystery 
demanding that we continue to listen. Then unfolds that 
mystery as the story is told.  Good use of sound, capturing the 
chuckle and smile in the subject's voice. The storyteller gives a 
nod to the listener and then takes us for a storytelling ride. Well 
done! As Best Light Feature goes, this one is the best (period). 

 
Second Place 
WSIU-FM, Carbondale  
Brad Palmer 
"Students Solve Death  
Investigation" 
 

 
This was such a good story about how an educator can captivate 
her students and "teach" them about various topics, just by 
piquing their curiosity.  Hopefully, more instructors hear this 
report and use the methods revealed here.  It was a very 
compelling story told well with the use of audio and editing and 
story-craft that really made the piece stand out.  Thanks for 
doing it.  

 

Best Hard News Feature 

First Place 
WUIS-FM, Springfield  
Dusty Rhodes 
"School Nurse Breaks a Rule to  
Save a Life" 
 

 
The coverage of the story was compelling from the beginning. 
Great use of sound. Nice job of bringing in the stories of the 
people involved.  This was the top of the stack.  

Second Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
Ryan Denham and Edith Brady Lunny 
"Failing Rica" 
 

Absolutely powerful report. Professional delivery and great use 
of natural sound. This is top notch.  
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Best Series or Documentary  

First Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
Eric Stock, Ryan Denham and  
Dana Vollmer 
"Down On the Farm" 
 

 
Superior presentation and superb editing. Pertinent and timely 
subject matter, which reflects and affects a massive audience. 
Questions and information were very engaging. 
Production was on point. 

Second Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
Mary Cullen 
"Fines and Fees System Fail  
the Disadvantaged" 

Obviously heavily researched and very well presented on a topic 
that affects a large population. It explained a potentially 
confusing topic with ease. Clear concise reporting. Good 
production quality. 

 

Best Investigative Report 

First Place 
WUIS-FM, Springfield  
Rachel Otwell, Alex Mierjeski and 
Mary Hansen 
"Preserving the Reputations of  
Sexual Harassers" 
 

 
Simply amazing reporting! A true public service. 

Second Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
Ryan Denham and Edith Brady Lunny 
"Failing Rica" 

Very well done reporting. 

 

Best Use of Sound 

First Place 
WIUM-FM, Macomb  
Rich Egger 
"Jingle All the Way" 
 

 
Well done audio postcard. It's produced and mixed well, and 
the holiday spirit really comes through in the finished piece. 
Nicely done.  

Second Place 
WSIU-FM, Carbondale  
Amelia Blakely 
"SIU's Field School Unearths 
Forgotten History" 
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Best Digital Presence 

First Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
Ryan Denham 
 

 
Clean and easy to navigate website. Very active and up to date 
social media presence and interaction. Superb use of Instagram 
and Twitter. 

 
Second Place 
WCBU-FM, Peoria  
Tim Shelley, Dana Vollmer and  
Kristin McHugh 
 

 
Extremely easy navigation of website. Good social media 
presence. 

 

Best Newswriter 

First Place 
WNIJ-FM, DeKalb  
Susan Stephens 
 

 
An incredible story, well told with a great deal of thought, 
emotion and imagination in almost every word. The reporter 
took the listener into the story and kept them there. 

 
Second Place 
WTAX-AM, Springfield  
Dave Dahl 
 

 
Great action-oriented writing! I enjoyed reading the stories, as 
I'm sure the listener enjoyed hearing them. 

 

Best Reporter 

First Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
Ryan Denham 
 

 
Ryan's in-depth stories are well reported and well written. He 
does a good job of telling the whole story, not just a headline.  

Second Place 
WNIJ-FM, DeKalb  
Sarah Jesmer 
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Best Newscast 

First Place 
WILL-AM, Urbana  
 

 
This newscast had a nice pace without feeling rushed. All of the 
pieces had sound and there was room for a good weather 
forecast at the end. He used the final story as a way to promote 
an interview coming up later on, which I think was a good move. 

 
 
Second Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
 

 
 
This is another newscast that jammed a lot into a short period 
of time without feeling rushed. 

 

 

 


