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2019 Judges’ Comments – Division I 

 

General Excellence 

First Place 

The (Massillon) Independent 

 

 

  

Second Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger 

 

 

  

Third Place 

Chillicothe Gazette 

 

 

 

 

  

Best Headline Writer 

First Place 

The (Bowling Green)  

Sentinel-Tribune  

Debbie Rogers 

 

 

All four headlines were witty, relevant, and amusing. The 

vacant dentist position article, for example, had the headline 

"It's like pulling teeth to get a county dentist." Not only was it 

relevant, but the play on words makes it interesting. It made 

me want to read it. Also loved the "Sweet candy store deal 

goes sour." 

Second Place 

The Delaware Gazette  

Joshua Keeran 

 

 

The use of play on words in this paper's headlines was very 

much appreciated and made me want to keep reading. The 

BK whopper headline was brilliant. Other headlines were 

short and concise.  

Third Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

 

 

Headlines were short, and deck heads complimented them. 

Concise in all headlines, witty in some, overall headlines 

pulled me in and made me want to continue reading the 

article. The "Wet and Worried" headline, followed by the 

deck head that read, "Area farmers stress over slow start to 

growing season," was the most balanced of headlines, with a 

few short words to get the reader looking/hooked, and then 

the details thereafter. 
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Best Business Writer 

First Place 

The Marion Star  

Sarah Volpenhein 

 

 

This writer demonstrates the ability to cover a broad range of 

business topics with an engaging style and an eye for 

interesting and important details. 

Second Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

Tori Barnhart 

 

 

This writer displays good versatility on the beat, with an eye 

for how economic happenings impact the community as well 

as the ability to craft a distinctive business feature. 

Third Place 

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette  

Jeff Barron 

 

 

This writer offers effective, approachable coverage of local 

economic trends as well as the businesses that figure in them. 

 

 

Best Columnist 

First Place 

Xenia Daily Gazette  

Scott Halasz 

 

 

The writer's skill in engaging the reading on a wide array of 

topics, from calling out racism to warm family moment, made 

this entry stand out. 

Second Place 

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette  

Mark Kinsler 

 

 

Writing about life-happenings can make for great reading or 

can be boring. This writer finds varied ways to make his 

columns enjoyable and relatable. 

Third Place 

The Ironton Tribune  

Jim Crawford 

 

 

This writer's no-nonsense, common-sense approach to 

discussing difficult and timely topics made this entry stand 

out. 
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Best Editorial Writer 

First Place 

The Marietta Times  

Kate York 

 

 

Strong, well-supported opinions that challenge readers and 

hold community leaders to high standards. Writer 

understands and communicates impact of small details. 

Speaks boldly on behalf of the community. Wide and 

educated range of topics. Solid command of language with 

energy-filled, engaging writing. An editor to be proud of. 

Second Place 

The Marion Star  

Benjamin Lanka 

 

 

Offers strong calls to action and takes a position of leadership 

in the community. Translates confusing numbers into "What 

This Means" guidance for readers. Uses facts to remind 

readers and community leaders of their responsibility. 

Attacks heavy topics fearlessly and makes them palatable. 

Third Place 

The Salem News  

J.D. Creer 

 

 

Strong emotional impact on readers. Pushes the community 

to see positives and take action because of them. Overall 

strong and engaging writing. 

 

 

Best Feature Writer 

First Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger  

Craig Shoup 

 

 

Great topics and subject matter, nicely done. 

Second Place 

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette  

Jeff Barron 

 

 

No comments. 

 

Third Place 

Miami Valley Today  

Sam Wildow 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Graphics Artist 

First Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

John Lindgren 

 

 

Colorful and interesting with fun flair and creative design of 

ice cream cones for "The Scoop." Eye-catching phone design 

with the actual headline and story within the phone screen. 

I've never seen that or thought of it. Very creative. 

Second Place 

The Ironton Tribune  

Kandi Thompson 

 

 

Cutouts are cute for "The Top Tier." Colorful designs 

throughout. The circle layout and use of bright colors in the 

Year in Review is very eye-catching and interesting. 

 

 

Best Sports Columnist 

First Place 

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette  

Tom Wilson 

 

 

Fantastic stories that cover easily-relatable topics, especially 

at a local level: the troubles of parents and high school sports, 

the dedication of high school coaches, etc. The writer tells 

great stories in an easy-to-read style that’s very enjoyable 

and relatable. 

Second Place 

The Marion Star  

Rob McCurdy 

 

 

Some great local topics here, especially the one on the 

trouble with high school sports. It covers every angle you can 

think of when thinking about high school sports and address 

them in a manner-of-fact way. Some very enjoyable columns 

here. 
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Best Sports Feature Writer 

First Place 

The Ironton Tribune  

Jim Walker 

 

 

There are some good, gripping sports stories here. The writer 

does a great job finding stories that are not only great sports 

stories, but great human- 

interest stories. Stories are all about people and the writer 

does a great job profiling who these athletes are as people. 

Second Place 

The (Fostoria) Review Times  

Scott Cottos 

 

 

Some really good sports features here, particularly on the 

wrestler and the 1950s baseball team. Some fun reads that 

provide some really good anecdotes. 

Third Place 

Coshocton Tribune  

Sam Blackburn 

 

 

Some very strong writing here. 

 

 

Best Sports Writer 

First Place 

Coshocton Tribune  

Sam Blackburn 

 

 

Does a great job drawing the reader in with each article and 

setting the scene. 

Second Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

Chris Easterling 

 

 

Keeps the reader engaged throughout the articles. 

Third Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

David Wysong 

 

 

Very clean writing and does an excellent job of setting up the 

sources. 
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Best Photographer 

First Place 

Miami Valley Today  

Mike Ullery 

 

 

Dramatic fireman silhouette with great focus and lighting. Kid 

with tongue out is adorable. Nice sliding sports photo! How 

did you get that photo of the planes? Awesome! And tornado 

damage shot is perfectly framed. This is a trained 

professional. 

Second Place 

The (Bowling Green)  

Sentinel-Tribune  

J.D. Pooley 

 

 

Amazing rodeo shot with the lasso framing his head! Sports 

shots are clean and in focus. Fireman boy and gecko girl are 

super cute. Policeman with rifle looks severe - his face says 

"I've got this. I'll do everything to keep you safe." 

Third Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

Robert McGraw 

 

 

Touching photos of child with dog tags, and burn victim 

putting on face lotion. Creative perspective on the basketball 

team praying and then in focus in the mirror in the 

background. Moody lighting in the hallway stretching photo. 

This is all good and interesting. Tecumseh lighting from the 

fire is fierce. 

 

 

 

Best News Writer 

First Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

Amy Knapp 

 

 

This entry showcases the writer's ability to tackle a wide 

range of stories, applying a compelling writing style and 

incorporating plenty of interesting details along the way. 

Knapp demonstrates solid reporting skills, such as an ability 

to build sources' trust when broaching sensitive topics. 

Second Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

Samantha Ickes 

 

 

This writer demonstrates strong versatility, taking an 

intriguing and thorough approach with a variety of subject 

matter. 

Third Place 

The Marion Star  

Sarah Volpenhein 

 

 

This writer effectively crafts stories about significant local 

issues and trends, weaving accounts from human sources 

together with relevant data in an engaging way. 
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Best Sports Enterprise 

First Place 

The Marion Star  

Rob McCurdy 

"Harding Hall of Fame Series" 

 

 

Charming, engaging writing that not only brings to life 

individuals who are cherished by their community but also 

serves as a reminder that sports is more than just winners 

and losers and a team to rally behind. It's little snippets of 

life, a blend of deeply real stories and lots of beautiful inner 

strength. Lovely writing. Well done. 

Second Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

Alex Tichenor 

 

 

Very nice writing that appeals to a wide audience. Great stats 

and quotes connecting an important, national issue to local 

voices. Offers important information to help families make 

important decisions. A nice reminder why sports belongs, at 

least once in a while, on the front page. 

Third Place 

The Marion Star  

Rob McCurdy 

"Mysterious Success of Marion Pole 

Vaulting" 

 

 

Appreciated the attention given to an unusual sport and a 

pleasant storytelling flow. Bonus points for an irresistible 

headline. 

 

 

Best Special Sports Section 

First Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

"Football Rivalry" 

 

 

A very interesting, in-depth and entertaining look on what is 

obviously a very important football rivalry in the community. 

The photos are fantaticfantastic, the colors pop and the 

stories are good reads. This is a great showcase for an 

important rivalry game rather than just slapping it on the 

front page of the sports section. 

Second Place 

The (East Liverpool) Review  

"East Liverpool Review 2019 Football 

Preview" 

 

 

A great layout packed with information that tells football 

fanatics absolutely everything they need to know or would 

want to know about their favorite football teams. Great stuff 

here! 

 



OHIO ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 
 
 

Best Daily Sports Section 

First Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

 

 

Very good focus on local sports and great variety of sports 

covered. Section is full of everything a local sports section 

should be. 

Second Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

David Wysong 

 

 

Clean layout and flow through section. Excellent writing. 

Third Place 

Miami Valley Today  

Josh Brown and Rob Kiser 

 

 

Full and good use of local sports photos. 

 

 

Best Illustration or Informational Graphic 

First Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

Matthew Berry 

"The Last Hours of Cheryl Hughes 

Life" 

 

 

This clear and informative graphic allowed readers to walk 

right alongside Cheryl Hughes through her final tragic hours, 

providing important context that not only helped readers 

understand the story but care about it. 

Second Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

Matthew Berry 

"Seven Women, Five Dead, Two 

Missing, Many Questions" 

 

 

The Chillicothe Gazette helped readers connect to this 

important story by showing readers faces and places in a 

clear and clean graphic. 

Third Place 

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette  

Matthew Berry 

"Traffic Changes Coming to West Side 

Ahead of Junior High Construction" 

 

 

A complex set of changes that affect readers' daily lives are 

more clearly explained with this stellar visual graphic. 
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Best News Photo 

First Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

Robert McGraw 

"Cleaning up Memories" 

 

 

Captured multiple emotions in one photo. Told a story. 

Creative framing. Captured the hurt and hope of the incident. 

Second Place 

Coshocton Tribune  

Sam Blackburn 

"Ansell Edmont Fire" 

 

 

Nice framing, lovely lighting, captured the story with that big, 

empty, mysterious darkness and field of strewn bricks. 

Precarious edge of bricks on still-standing wall is a nice 

counterpoint to the spray of water from the ground 

juxtaposed with his weak but still-needed spray. 

Third Place 

The (Bowling Green)  

Sentinel-Tribune  

J.D. Pooley 

"Prison Time" 

 

 

Caught a gut-wrenching moment of emotion and contrast. 

Allows us to have empathy even for someone being put 

behind bars. 

 

Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

Miami Valley Today  

Mike Ullery 

"Skydancers" 

 

 

Great moment, color, composition. A lot of good entries in 

this category, but this one stood out from first glance. The 

photographer must have shot a lot of frames to get this exact 

right moment. Perfectly executed! 

Second Place 

The (Bowling Green)  

Sentinel-Tribune  

"Rodeo" 

 

 

The leading lines, position of the sun and moment the lasso is 

frozen makes this a great picture overall. From an event with 

a lot of action, this was a well-planned and photographed 

quiet, story-telling moment. 

Third Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

Kevin Whitlock 

"Summer Spin" 

 

 

Points for getting this shot on a spinning merry-go-round in 

focus. Love the ordinary nature of the subjects with great 

composition and a wonderful moment. The boys head 

turned, the pusher reaching out to spin again, all came 

together perfectly. Great job making something that could 

have been pedestrian have heart and flare! 
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Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger  

Doug Hise 

"Woodmore Season Ends" 

 

 

Emotions tend to run high in sports, whether it’s moments of 

happiness or moments of sadness and there’s plenty of 

emotion in this photo. As any sports writer knows, it’s always 

difficult capturing the moments when a team’s season comes 

to an end and this photo perfectly captures what defeat feels 

like, especially in the playoffs. Fantastic! 

Second Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

Robert McGraw 

"From Braces to Cleats, No Stopping 

Me!" 

 

 

A very powerful photo that conveys so much, even with no 

action. The photo and corresponding story are very powerful 

and the shoes and braces pictured on the track illustrate 

perfectly just how far the runner has come in a difficult 

journey. 

Third Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

Robert McGraw 

"For the Love of the Seeds" 

 

 

This photo is fun and something different from everyday 

sports photos. Sports writers can capture action photos by 

the dozens, but this captures a perfect moment that’s 

common in a lot of high school dugouts. 

 

Best Photo Story 

First Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

Robert McGraw 

"Lessons in Strength: Canaan Knoles 

Refuses to Let Burn Injury Define 

Future" 

 

 

It's apparent this photojournalist spent time getting to know 

Knoles. I appreciated the moments that were captured across 

multiple scenes. Overall this gallery stood out above the 

others because of the storyline that developed across 

multiple scenes — good sequencing. 

Second Place 

Coshocton Tribune  

Chris Crook 

"Last Day at Union School" 

 

 

This photojournalist spent time in multiple environments, so 

you could get a clear picture about what this school was like, 

and the emotion of the day.  

Third Place 

The (Bowling Green)  

Sentinel-Tribune  

J.D. Pooley 

"Wood County Fair" 

 

 

Captured strong moments, I felt like I was there.  
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Best Video 

First Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

"Storm Drain Rescue" 

 

 

A near-perfect video presentation. The interview narration 

flowed perfectly with the b-roll to present a captivating story 

without dragging on. The imagery is enthralling. Bonus points 

for the effort to obtain the police officer's body-cam footage, 

making this video not only exciting but a good testament to 

the importance of public access to government footage. 

Second Place 

The (Bowling Green) 

Sentinel-Tribune  

J.D. Pooley 

"BGSU Football Kicks off "Give Back 

Fridays"" 

 

 

Wonderful editing on a charming story. The editing was pitch-

perfect to use the interview to tell the story while the b-roll 

showed it. Made for a fun watch all the way through. 

Third Place 

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette  

Barrett Lawlis and Matthew Berry 

"Get Lost at the Sharp Farms Corn 

Maze with Reporter Barrett Lawlis" 

 

 

A perfect video to show that newspaper videos do not have 

to be dull or serious all the time. This video was fun and 

informational, and we loved the mix of normal speed and 

fast-forward. 
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Best Public Service 

First Place 

Marysville Journal-Tribune  

"Stella's Cloud" 

 

 

An engaging, troubling, and heartbreaking story from start to 

finish. The reporter did a fantastic job earning the trust of 

individuals going through heartbreaking situations to be able 

to share with readers a story that demands a response. The 

use of young Stella Abel's diary drawings further brings 

readers into the lives of a tragic family, making them care all 

the more about their well-being and that of others who may 

be experiencing the same trauma. 

Second Place 

The Ironton Tribune  

Heath Harrison and Sarah Simmons 

"In Your Neighborhood" 

 

 

It took real courage for the newspaper to dedicate its entire 

front page to photos of registered sex offenders in their 

community. The potential pushback from those in the photos, 

their families, and others was real, but the paper decided to 

stand tall in the face of that and provide its readers with 

valuable information that will help them keep themselves and 

their children safe. The paper also made things better for 

their community, their work highlighting weaknesses in the 

registry and leading to those weaknesses being fixed. 

Third Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger  

Craig Shoup 

"Tim Braun Saga" 

 

 

A true example of public service. The News-Messenger not 

only highlighted wrongdoing by a public official but stuck with 

the story, fighting for the public's right to know, until every 

detail could be told. 
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Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

Samantha Ickes 

"Domestic Violence Fatal" 

 

 

No comments. 

Second Place 

Port Clinton News-Herald  

Jon Stinchcomb and Craig Shoup 

"Animals Perish in Wildlife Park Fire" 

 

No comments. 

 

Third Place 

Marysville Journal-Tribune  

Mac Cordell 

"Trench Collapse Tragedy" 

 

 

No comments. 

  

 

 

Best Explanatory Reporting 

First Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger  

Craig Shoup 

"Master Manipulator: Records Detail 

Murderous Mind" 

 

 

This story was captivating. Immediately after reading the 

lead, I did not exit the online-version for approximately 45 

minutes. There were a plethora of links, multimedia 

elements, timelines, etc. that allowed me to be entrenched in 

information and a story that went beyond one murder case. 

Shoup was thorough and inventive following this story. 

Second Place 

The Marion Star  

Sarah Volpenhein 

"Unique Rape Case" 

 

 

Volpenhein did an excellent job explaining a complex court 

situation, on a topic that is increasingly relevant in our 

culture. Not only did she cover details as to what happened in 

this case, but she went on to explain why it matters. The 

story had strong book-ends that made me feel more 

informed after reading. 

Third Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger  

Craig Shoup 

"Road to Nowhere" 

 

 

Shoup made a human- interest story out of a public sanitation 

issue. He set the scene, sought out both sides, and organized 

the piece in a way that held the reader through the end.  
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Best Enterprise Reporting 

First Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger  

Daniel Carson 

"Heavy Rains, Flooding Push Ottawa 

County Farmers to the Brink" 

 

 

I really liked style of the writing as well as seeking out stories 

of people who may not normally get the spotlight shined on 

them. 

Second Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger  

Craig Shoup 

"On-the-job Trauma" 

 

 

Good job on the story and helping a victim tell their story. 

Third Place 

Bucyrus Telegraph-Forum  

Gere Goble 

"Village Residents Embrace 'Crestline 

Comeback'" 

 

 

Really like the format of the quotes and combining them to 

put the story together. It was easy to read and follow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OHIO ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 
 
 

Best Investigative Reporting 

First Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger  

Daniel Carson and Craig Shoup 

"Eden Springs Bedeviled by Financial 

Woes, Poor Patient Care" 

 

 

This entry is a good example of a staff taking initiative, 

following nearly every lead, and leaving no angle uncovered 

on a local issue. Rather than just reporting that a lawsuit had 

been filed, the reporters dug and uncovered valuable context. 

What set the entry apart was how the reporters used every 

investigative tool in their arsenal. Stellar overall. 

Second Place 

Chillicothe Gazette  

Jona Ison 

"$5.5 Million Ross County Jail Project 

a Year Behind; Contractor Quits" 

 

 

Easily a top contender. This entry did a fine job using public 

records to hold a business accountable for its pattern of 

behavior. What stood out: 1) The proficient use of online 

elements to supplement the reporting, and 2) The follow up 

story which truly painted a picture and humanized the issue. 

Third Place 

Coshocton Tribune  

Leonard Hayhurst 

"Who Is Responsible for Sludge 

Removal?" 

 

 

Good work following up on an issue that was relevant to a 

segment of your community and readership. The entry truly 

shows the impact a local newspaper can have. The dynamic, 

skillful and authentic writing style especially stood out. 
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Best Full Page Design 

First Place 

The Ironton Tribune  

Kandi Thompson 

 

 

I love how easy it is to know what the centerpiece of the page 

is, which would be their "T-shirt company aims for fun" story. 

Not only is the cutout image really cool, but I really like how it 

fits so nicely within the neighboring stories on the page. My 

eyes gravitate to the main story, and I appreciate that there's 

not a ton of text from each story on the page distracting me 

from the headlines/images. 

Second Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

Al Szabo 

 

 

I really liked seeing more than one picture on this front page, 

and the graphics/clip art of the green gooey stuff made it 

vibrant and fun, something not very common in newspapers. 

The limited text on the front page, of course, was nice to see, 

too, because it was easy on my eyes and not overwhelming. 

Very nice layout. 

Third Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

John Lindgren 

 

 

I think it's awesome how the designer was able to make nine 

photos side by side about an American hero look good. The 

story was perfect for this type of page layout, and for readers 

to have a chance to get a glimpse of different scenes from 

that military graveside ceremony is amazing, especially on the 

front page. The limited text with each story was a nice rest on 

my eyes, and I'm sure other readers, as well. 
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Best Digital Project 

First Place 

The (Fremont) News-Messenger  

Daniel Carson 

"Ottawa County Farmers Struggle to 

Harvest Wheat Crop" 

 

 

No comments. 

Second Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

"Ice Cream Tour" 

 

No comments. 

 

Third Place 

Port Clinton News-Herald  

Craig Shoup 

"Patriotic First Shot" 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

The Delaware Gazette  

Delaware Gazette 

 

 

No comments. 

Second Place 

Coshocton Tribune  

 

No comments. 

 

Third Place 

The (Massillon) Independent  

 

No comments. 

 

 


