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Paul Vathis Memorial Photography Portfolio Award 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Steph Chambers 

 

 

An incredible portfolio of stunning photojournalism that 

captures a broad array of emotions and moments all with 

precision composition and lighting techniques. Kudos to this 

photographer for not just being in the right place at the right 

time, but for finding creative and unique perspectives to tell 

these compelling stories. 

 

 

First Amendment Award - newspapers 

First Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

"The Fight for More Nursing Home 

Transparency" 

 

 

 

PennLive and The Patriot-News achieved a tour-de-force of 

investigative reporting serving the public interest. All the 

elements are here: reporters spotting a problem with a 

skeptical eye on limited information; editors authorizing the 

time and effort needed to pursue the story; and top 

executives committing legal resources to overcome obstacles. 

This series of reports is lucidly written and compelling 

illustrated, and the whole package is relatable to a wide 

audience because of the storytelling focus on victims and 

their loved ones. The series is also fair, noting that not all 

nursing homes are plagued with problems and giving context 

to the challenges these homes and their staffs face. The 

result is a series of unassailable credibility and striking 

impact, driving significant change in the state's nursing home 

system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS 

2018 WINNERS LIST WITH JUDGES COMMENTS 

 

 

First Amendment Award - broadcast 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Pittsburgh’s Secret Amazon Bid" 

 

 

This determined public-interest journalism should make 

advocates for open government stand up and cheer. WTAE 

invested its time, attention and no doubt substantial legal 

fees shows the depth of their mission to fight for the 

taxpayers' right to know. This great work in the public 

interest deserves great recognition and celebration. 

 

Best of Show - photography 

 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Bob Ford 

"Graduation" 

 

 

This is a human moment of unadulterated joy for the 

graduate and his classmates. Every face in this excellently 

framed image is focused on the subject and shares that joy. 

These days we hear story after story about teenage angst—

cyber-bullying, addictions, teen suicide—so this photo works 

as a great antidote to that. This is an image of togetherness, 

support, joy and hope.  

Best of Show - writing 

 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

 

"Tree of Life Coverage" 

 

 

The Post-Gazette anchored its coverage eight days after that 

horrific event with a special section entitled “Unbroken.” The 

centerpiece story was a richly textured narrative based on 

reporting that was thorough enough to scoop up numerous 

details and skilled enough to use the information wisely. In 

the Post-Gazette’s telling, Robert Bowers didn’t just park in 

front of the Tree of Life synagogue. He parked his car in a 

handicapped space. Some of the reporting was 

heartbreaking. Rabbi Jeffrey Myers told one Post-Gazette 

reporter, “I heard him execute my congregants.” The Post-

Gazette didn’t stop there, however. The newsroom remained 

engaged with the story and returned to it, again and again, to 

fill out portions of a larger canvas. Its work is not done. The 

Post-Gazette recognized its duty to tell the story of an act of 

evil and how the community responded. It’s necessary work, 

and the newsroom did it with professionalism and heart. 
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Outstanding News Operation – Television I 

 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

 

 

 

 

Outstanding News Operation – Television II 

 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster 

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding News Operation – Radio I 

 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia 

 

 

 

 

Division IV:  

Best Full-page Design 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Daniel Marsula 

"Unbroken" 

 

 

The moving image combined with a powerful one-word 

headline and limited text using a quote and the names of 

those killed captured the horrific event and how the 

community would move forward. 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Sterling Chen 

"Super Bowl" 

 

 

The composition -- from images to heads to text -- captured 

not only the importance of the game but pop culture of the 

time. 
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Best Spot News Coverage - Newspapers 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"Tree of Life Synagogue Coverage" 

 

 

Phenomenal coverage by the staff of the Pittsburgh-Post 

Gazette following a horrific mass shooting at a Pittsburgh 

synagogue during its Saturday morning services. Reporters 

and editors assembled top-notch packages for web and print, 

including photos, graphics, background and sidebars. This is 

everything a community could want from its local media 

source. 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Caitlin McCabe and Julie Shaw 

"Amid a Building Boom, a North Philly 

Property Collapses" 

 

 

Great teamwork by Julie Shaw and Caitlin McCabe to give 

readers both details and context after a fatal building 

collapse. 

 

 

 

Best General News Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"Tree of Life Tragedy" 

 

 

Compelling writing that captured the drama of the breaking 

news and the poignancy of the city coming together in the 

aftermath. 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"Clergy Abuse - Concealing the Truth" 

 

 

Strong reporting leading up to the release of the report, and 

dramatic storytelling about the victims and the perpetrators 

of the horrific crimes covered up for decades by the church. 
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Best Investigative Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

Wallace McKelvey and Megan 

Heaton 

"Tapped Out: How Pennsylvania's 

Failing Drinking Water System is 

Hurting You" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

"Toxic City: Sick Schools" 

 

 

 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

Daniel Simmons-Ritchie and Megan 

Lavey-Heaton 

"Still Failing the Frail" 

 

 

This is outstanding public-service enterprise, delivering high 

voltage-high value revelations. The Patriot-

News/PennLive.com followed up on whether state-federal 

promises made in 2016 to fix problems in Pennsylvania's 

nursing home industry had been kept. Making adroit use of 

public records and strong storytelling, this smartly packaged 

follow up, "Still Failing the Frail," reported in detail that they 

hadn't, and that many problems had even gotten worse. The 

reporting had sharp and immediate impact, with government 

leaders promising to do a better job this time. There may 

even be new state nursing home regulations. Hopefully, the 

Patriot-News/PennLive.com will make sure that the problems 

aren't overlooked for a second time.  
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Second Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

Wallace McKelvey and Megan Lavey-

Heaton 

"Tapped Out: How Pennsylvania's 

Failing Drinking Water System is 

Hurting You" 

 

 

This is watchdog journalism at its finest. The reporter, 

Wallace McKelvey, was thorough and dogged, with creative 

angles, lively writing and clear explanations of technical 

topics -- and he uncovered a literal fountain of failures when 

it comes to clean water in big cities and small towns. The 

articles surely made every reader look twice at what was 

coming out of their taps. The articles and their outstanding 

digital presentation also focused on what readers can do to 

protect themselves from bad water. The series sparked 

immediate work by state officials to begin fixing the 

problems. A well-researched and disturbing package. 

 

Best Special Section 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"Unbroken (Tree of Life)" 

 

 

"Unbroken" is a special effort by the staff of the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette, published just a week after the Tree of Life 

synagogue shootings. The narrative, design, photography and 

interactive presentation is mesmerizing. 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

"2018 The Year in Pictures" 

 

 

The Philadelphia Inquirer's year in photos uses stunning 

artwork and behind-the-scenes descriptions from the 

photographers to recap an amazing year in Pennsylvania. A 

definite keeper. 

 

Best Public Service - Newspapers 

First Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

"Toxic City: Sick Schools" 

 

 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Matt McKinney 

"When a Student Dies, District 

Scarred by Violence Finds Strength to 

Help Grieving Youths" 
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Best Column 

First Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Trudy Rubin 

 

 

Three very different but all outstanding columns on the 

immigration issue. Opinion informed by her reporting and 

contacts with people affected and knowledgeable about the 

issue. 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Maria Panaritis 

 

 

Strong and informative pieces about the clergy abuse scandal 

in Pennsylvania. Passionate, but clear and articulate stories 

about those affected by the abuse and about some 

apparently indifferent to it. 

 

Best Feature Writing 

First Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

John Luciew 

"Coroner Graham Hetrick Says the 

Dead are Telling Him America's in Big 

Trouble" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Charles Fox 

"The Last Journey" 
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Best Editorial Writing 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Joe Smydo 

 

 

Good local editorial writing is helped to a great extent by 

good ideas, and this entry has both. It deftly tackles such 

subjects as local judges who illegally jail defendants unable to 

pay small fines, and how communities that fail to consolidate 

small, overlapping police departments can be putting some 

residents at risk. These kinds of topics have one pondering 

how these local issues might actually be affecting their own 

community. 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Abraham Gutman 

 

 

The writer here has taken some potentially dry topics -- 

prison reform and political debates, among them -- and 

skillfully woven them into readable, understandable and 

interesting editorials. A special kudos for the entry that takes 

a look at the national outrage over the separation of children 

from their parents at the southern border. Considering how 

our criminal justice and child protective services separate 

children from their parents on a daily basis, it says, perhaps 

it's time to consider how much this country truly values its 

own children and families. 

 

Best Business Writing 

First Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Erin Arvedlund and Caitlin McCabe 

"Rotting from Within" 

 

 

Home ownership is an important way for families to create 

individual wealth to fund their retirement years. But Caitlin 

McCabe and Erin Arvedlund's important investigation found 

hundreds of allegations of shoddy workmanship by more 

than two dozen builders in southeastern Pennsylvania -- an 

epidemic that cost hundreds of millions of dollars and 

triggered state and federal investigations. 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Kris B. Mamula 

"Declining Coal Reserves Siphon Tax 

Money from Greene County School 

Districts" 

 

 

Kris Mamula takes the national debate about coal and brings 

it home, showing how the industry's waning influence in 

Greene County will leave public schools without critical funds. 
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Best Headline Writing 

First Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Joe Berkery 

 

 

Everything this hed writer submitted was very creative, but 

from "Hate Mail" to "Ticking Crime Bomb" to "His Van 

Offered Some Pro-Trump Sticker Shock," he successfully 

walked a tightrope -- informing and entertaining readers 

without trivializing a very serious act of terrorism. 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Arthi Subramaniam and Gretchen 

McKay 

 

 

A great headline -- "America the Flavorful" -- was a perfect 

introduction to a very creative July 4th story idea about food 

inspired by cities where battles for independence were 

fought.  

 

Best Digital Presentation - Newspapers 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

 

 

Entire digital presentation is superb, the quality of the 

website alone would give them a distinct advantage. I found 

it attractive and easy to navigate. It is necessarily busy, like 

most newspaper websites, but it's well-laid-out and not at all 

chaotic. Its well-written articles are also carried on social 

media. The Instagram feed showcases the excellent work of 

staff photographers; Twitter and Facebook show a strong and 

active online audience.  

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

 

 

A busy, breaking-news day (The President in Hanoi; Michael 

Cohen testifying before Congress), really demonstrated just 

how well the site does its job. Updates and follow-ups are 

well-written and well-edited without sacrificing speed in 

posting them. This is a very basic, straightforward site. It's 

one that anyone could navigate with ease. But it is far from 

plain. Plenty of artwork and lots of color make it attractive 

but not distractive. 
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Best Multimedia Storytelling 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"The Week the Hill Rose Up" 

 

 

By far an amazing, comprehensive use of multimedia assets 

that engaged users and took readers on a journey. 

Second Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

Ivey DeJesus and Megan Lavey-

Heaton 

"Evangelizing at Milton Hershey 

School: Is This What the Chocolate 

King Envisioned?" 

 

 

A creative use of multimedia assets to help tell the story, the 

history and the controversy. Definitely a "page turner.". 

 

 

 

Best Sports Story 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Gene Collier 

"Life Inside the Ring" 

 

 

A wonderful journey into the disappearing world of boxing 

and the lives of characters like "The Iron City Bull" and trainer 

Jack Mook, who coached abandoned kids to Golden Glove 

titles. 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Stephen J. Nesbitt 

"The Rise, and Shame, of Jung Ho 

Kang" 

 

 

A look behind the scenes of major league baseball and the 

sad decline of a South Korean player for the Pirates who 

seemed to be on a path to success. 

 

 

 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS 

2018 WINNERS LIST WITH JUDGES COMMENTS 

 

 

Best Sports Feature Story 

First Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Mike Sielski 

"The Toughest Call" 

 

 

Bring your bandanas. This story will break your hearts and 

blow your mind. The reporter takes a naturally tragic death in 

sports and shift-shapes it into a macrocosm. That is the dire 

dearth of sports officials nationwide. The description of his 

death near the goal line is mesmerizing. Read this and be 

moved. 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Amy S. Rosenberg 

"Ocean City and the Most Cutthroat 

Pickleball Game at the Jersey Shore" 

 

 

The lede is engaging. Right away, we know we're on the court 

with the players. The reporter continues to draw us into the 

sport--and the characters who play it. The reporter's prose 

ventures into poetic rhythms throughout this story. It hums. 

We are drawn in to these septuagenarians and those cohorts 

on either side and how much they care for this new sport. 

Enjoy this yarn. 

 

Best Sports/Outdoor Column 

First Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Mike Sielski 

 

 

Mike Sielski's columns land in the sweet spot of informative 

and entertaining. His writing is direct and lively, full of verve 

and curiosity and attention to detail. His three columns had 

very different subjects, but all resonated with a street-level 

reporter's insights -- the reader is on the scene with Sielski as 

he talks to people, as he's seeing things, as he's reporting 

(reporting, not giving us his opinions). He obviously looks for 

the unusual. And finds it. He does lovely work. 

 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Bob Ford 

 

 

Bob Ford's columns show how storytelling skill and a mastery 

of all things sports can produce compelling work. He strikes 

an engaging, conversational tone in his columns -- whether 

he is writing about a 19-year-old's death during spring 

football practice or whether there is likely to be fewer hits 

than strikeouts for the first time in a major-league season -- 

and then delivers a plateful of facts and insights to the 

reader. 
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Best Illustration or Graphic 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

James Hilston and Chance Brinkman-

Sull 

"Squirrel Hill Synagogue Massacre" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Daniel Marsula 

"Bad Science Puts Innocent People in 

Jail" 

 

 

 

Best Spot News Photo 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Alexandra Wimley 

"Squirrel Hill Massacre" 

 

 

This is a really emotional and storytelling image. It really tugs 

at the heart of the viewer. 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Michael Santiago 

"A Tough Rescue" 

 

This image, which still falls under the breaking news category, 

made me laugh because I was not expecting to see something 

so silly and fun in an otherwise more serious, grave category. 

 

Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

Sean Simmers 

"Shoveling in Symmetry" 

 

 

This photo stood out from the rest. It is graphic, and you can 

imagine standing there anticipating the shot in the snow, just 

waiting for someone to walk by. Lucky for you they did! 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Elizabeth Robertson 

"Naked Bike Ride" 

 

 

This is a funny moment and it definitely makes you chuckle. 

Added layer of more naked bikers coming into the frame 

balanced it out. 
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Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

Joe Hermitt 

"All-out Effort" 

 

 

This is a really rare photo to capture because of the nature of 

the game. Great job being prepared. 

Second Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

Charles Fox 

"Where the Legs Go, the Heart 

Follows" 

 

 

Love the angle and the emotions on the players faces. 

 

Best Photo Story 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Stephanie Strasburg 

"Students with Disabilities Fight to 

Save Program that Helps Them" 

 

 

This is an important story that many people may not have 

realized was out there to be told. Love how the photos show 

these students with disabilities in a multi-dimensional way. 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Stephanie Strasburg 

"Keeley and the Vial" 
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Best Short Video 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"Hundreds Gather for a Vigil to 

Mourn Shooting Victims in Squirrel 

Hill" 

 

 

This video was powerful. It captured the emotions at the vigil 

and brought the viewer into the space and leads one to 

reflect and wonder what those people shown were feeling 

and thinking. 

Second Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

Salim Michel Makhlouf and Brian 

Linder 

"College Commitment" 

 

 

Appreciated the production value on this video and the 

thought that went into the shooting and editing of this. 

 

Best Long Video 

First Place 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  

David Swanson 

"Ringing Rocks Park in Bucks County, 

Pennsylvania" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

PennLive/The (Harrisburg) Patriot-

News  

John Micek and Salim Makhlouf 

"Opioid Epidemic in Pennsylvania" 
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Division III:  

Best Full-page Design 

First Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Melanie Wass 

"Hatred Will Never Win Out" 

 

 

Sensitive, positive, helpful for those grieving. The list of 

victims up top was effective, nice quote hed from the mayor. 

This shows real sensitivity. 

Second Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

"A Taste for Teapots" 

 

 

For a feature front, this one has a strong balance of offsetting 

images that are all very interesting. Makes for a very 

interesting page and actually makes one want to read about 

teapots. 
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Best Spot News Coverage - Newspapers 

First Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

"The Tree of Life Synagogue 

Shooting" 

 

 

The staff of the Tribune-Review mobilized to respond to a 

national breaking news story that affected their community 

deeply. Their stories, photos and overall response is the kind 

of work that only a local paper can do. It leads with a solid 

news story and sidebar on front to give us the details of what 

happened and a glimpse at the suspect in the Tree of Life 

mass shooting. Inside, we find reaction pieces, a useful 

timeline and emotional quotes from the community to put it 

all in perspective. Particularly liked a sidebar about others 

from the region who died in mass shootings to remind us that 

this is an ongoing problem. On the web, there were stories 

that didn't make it into print the first day. Outstanding work 

under the most difficult circumstances.  

Quote rails effective way to represent many voices in the 

community. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

"Sexual Abuse in our Churches" 

 

 

The comprehensive first-day coverage of the grand jury 

indictment related to clergy sexual abuse begins with a strong 

photo that depicts the pain of those most affected. The 

coverage answers all our questions about the report, the 

accused priests and even tells us how a grand jury works. The 

addition of an editorial, use of alerts, FB live video, other 

social media keeps readers coming back.  
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Best General News Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Allentown) Morning Call  

"Pawlowski Coverage" 

 

 

Amazing coverage, from start to finish, utilizing all the tools 

and platforms at a news organization's disposal, of the 

corruption case and trial that led to longtime Mayor Ed 

Pawlowski's conviction on federal pay-to-play charges. 

Gripping, comprehensive coverage -- still straight and fair -- 

that enabled the public to fully understand the case, the 

stake and the players. It wasn't just talent that went into this. 

A lot of thought and care did too. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

"Sexual Abuse in our Churches" 

 

 

As the entry so eloquently highlighted: The grand jury opened 

its report on decades of child sexual abuse by Roman Catholic 

clergy by saying "We, the members of the grand jury need 

you to hear this." The Times-Tribune's complete and 

penetrating coverage made sure the community did. 

 

Best Investigative Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Allentown) Morning Call  

Steve Esack and Riley Yates 

"Acres of Tax Breaks" 

 

 

An extensive search of property records reveals a decades-old 

tax break meant to protect open land now provides tax cuts 

for millionaires' sprawling lawns, golf courses, quarries and a 

fireworks factory. What's the cost to taxpayers who have to 

make up the difference? This series totals it up, and also 

provides a tax calculator so readers can find out their own 

stake. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Ford Turner 

"Liberation Way" 

 

 

A drug addiction treatment center profits by cycling the same 

addicts through treatment again and again, charging elevated 

prices for urine tests run by a sister company and racking up 

violations of state law. Turner's reporting exposed those 

failings and led authorities to order the facility to sharply cut 

back on clients while a state investigation continues. Patients 

and their families will benefit from this investigation. 
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Best Enterprise Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

(Levittown) Bucks County Courier 

Times  

"State of Emergency" 

 

 

Beautifully, grittily reported and photographed story that 

makes the reader empathize with those who fall prey to 

opioid addiction. This project - one of many we considered 

related to the opioid crisis - really personalizes it. Well done. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Ford Turner 

"Liberation Way" 

 

 

It's disturbing to find that the people meant to help those 

most in need of it are profiting from misery. The reporting 

here keeps peeling away the layers of this to make the reader 

even angrier. Well researched and told. An important story. 

 

Best Special Section 

First Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

"Outlook 2018: Change in Store" 

 

 

This is a terrific look at the state of retail, an issue that affects 

everyone in the community multiple ways. Good reporting, 

good presentation and an original idea for a special section 

make this vital reading for anyone who works, invests, 

employs or shops in the community. Packaging makes is 

accessible. Useful, relevant and different. Congratulations. 

Second Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

"King" 

 

 

This interesting and original section idea looks at a significant 

national historical event through the eyes of the community -

- then and now. It's a creative way to put a major national 

event from 50 years ago into perspective while highlighting 

local people who probably did not get much recognition at 

the time because of cultural biases. Very nice.  
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Best Public Service - Newspapers 

First Place 

York Daily Record/Sunday News  

"Predator Priests: Beyond the Grand 

Jury Report" 

 

 

The depth and relentless aggressiveness of the York Daily 

Record's reporting on the priest abuse scandal illustrated how 

tragically irresponsible the church and law enforcement have 

been in pursuing the abusers. Incredible effort by the Daily 

Record to expose these ongoing problems. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

"Opioid Crisis: Seven Days of 

Solutions" 

 

 

Reporting on the opioid epidemic is not new. But The Times-

Tribune focus on solutions was both creative, dedicated and 

exceptional. And most importantly, designed to save both 

lives and heartache. 

 

Best Column 

First Place 

Erie Times-News  

Pat Bywater 

 

 

Reading Pat Bywater is like reading fine literature. Exquisite 

writing, painstaking organization. Each column inviting you to 

see things you've never seen before. Delightful. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

Christopher J. Kelly 

 

 

Strong point of view. Sweet sense of humor. Wonderful 

pacing. Engaging whether you agree or disagree with Kelly. 

 

Best Feature Writing 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

Jennifer Kopf 

"Finding Cleo" 

 

 

The search for Cleo is a powerful tale of mystery and 

heartache, eloquently written, with empathy for her family 

and the perspective of its connection to the Sixties Scoop. 

Clearly the class of a field of excellent features. 

Second Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Luis Fabregas 

"Paralyzed in Diving Accident, 

Pittsburgh Woman Vows to Walk 

Again" 

 

 

You can't read Fabregas' story without feeling Sydney 

Angelo's trauma and courage and without hoping beyond 

hope for her recovery. 

 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS 

2018 WINNERS LIST WITH JUDGES COMMENTS 

 

 

Best Editorial Writing 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

Suzanne Cassidy 

 

 

Passionate, well-written editorials, often including specific 

actions to be taken. Important topics. Detailed, informative 

and very engaging editorials. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Joe Hainthaler 

 

 

Solid writing. Important topics. Well-organized, thoughtful 

and tightly written. 

 

Best Business Writing 

First Place 

The (Allentown) Morning Call  

Jon Harris and Anthony Salamone 

"Palmer Plant Closing" 

 

 

A stunningly comprehensive story on the death of Lehigh 

Valley's helmet plant. Harris and Salamone combine strong 

reporting with captivating insight, nuanced perspective, 

substantial institutional knowledge and great writing to 

provide a complete and at times touching account of an 

employer's relocation to Mexico. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Jim Lewis 

"Souring on Milk" 

 

 

Jim Lewis describes the challenges to the future of milk 

producers with the precision of an expert and the care of a 

personal friend. A tremendously insightful overview of the 

farmers' problems and the hope for solutions. 

 

Best Headline Writing 

First Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Marje Wos 

 

 

Marje Wos' headlines were clever wordplay that were not 

obvious, cheap puns. The headlines actually meant 

something, in addition to being entertaining. The "Shear 

Exhaustion" headlining is brilliant, especially if you notice the 

"From eww to ewe" overline. "Take this snow and shovel it" 

accompanies the picture to make the ordinances' point. The 

"Touchdown" head was an easy, different approach for that 

story. "Saved by the heat" was the weakest effort, but it will 

do. Marje clearly had fun writing the headlines, and that 

makes us want to read the stories -- that means success. 
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Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Jerry Reimenschneider 

 

 

Jerry Reimenschneider excelled in writing headlines that fit 

both the accompanying photos and stories, while also being 

entertaining but not obvious groaners. "He still fills her heart" 

-- it works with the candy heart box, indeed a reprise of what 

the man did so many years ago. "Fetching her diploma" is 

funny enough, as well as eye-opening when paired with the 

picture, but the drop head makes it even poignant with the 

"best friend" line. The "loads of controversy" and "HOG-tied" 

headlines are both clever and actually mean something. So, 

good feature-headline work here. 

 

Best Digital Presentation - Newspapers 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

 

 

Site is loaded with local news and updated often. They have 

developed a huge following on multiple platforms on social 

media. A number of different pages for readers to interact 

with the newspaper, too. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

 

 

Very frequently updated website. Nice use of video on social 

media. 

 

Best Multimedia Storytelling 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

Quinn Staley and Lindsey Blest 

"What's the Most Dangerous Road in 

Lancaster County?" 

 

 

WOW! Seamless storytelling; couldn't have been done nearly 

as effectively without the good drone footage. The map was 

very telling. One doesn't even need to read the copy 

associated with this piece to get a clear picture of what's 

going on -- the hallmark of a strong multimedia piece. Well 

done. 

Second Place 

(Levittown) Bucks County Courier 

Times  

"State of Emergency: How Far Have 

We Come?" 

 

 

The breadth of the opioid problem is well broken up here in 

easily digested chapters. Good use of video as well as stills as 

a storytelling vehicle. 
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Best Sports Story 

First Place 

The (Allentown) Morning Call  

Mark Wogenrich 

"Heart of a Warrior" 

 

 

Mark does a wonderful job on covering a difficult life-and-

death, yet inspiring story of a local legend. The piece is long, 

but readers won't turn away. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Mike Drago 

"Neff Plays Mind Games with Red 

Knights" 

 

 

Mike does a nice job of identifying a not-so-common 

approach that teams take in prepping for the mental side of 

the game. 

 

Best Sports Feature Story 

First Place 

Erie Times-News  

Doug Oathout 

"A New Spin on Erie" 

 

 

Congratulations to Doug on a unique, participatory piece of 

journalism. It was enlightening to him, but also for the 

readers, who learned secrets to the city that they live in but 

probably didn't know. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

Donnie Collins 

"Just Desert" 

 

 

Donnie did a wonderful job capturing the spirit of this unique 

competitor, and the huge undertaking. The story flowed very 

well. 
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Best Sports/Outdoor Column 

First Place 

The (Allentown) Morning Call  

Nick Fierro 

 

 

It is evident that Nick clearly understands the historical 

nature of the Eagles and weaves it well into the present. He 

recognizes the moment to moment and game to game 

significance and presents it well. His points are clear and well-

supported. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

Donnie Collins 

 

 

Donnie is not afraid to tackle commentary, even in light of 

staffing the games as a beat writer - not an easy task. He 

clearly understands his topics. His recognition of the key 

moments, and impact on the high school championship team 

and its community were well-presented. 

 

Best Illustration or Graphic 

First Place 

Reading Eagle  

Craig Schaffer and Bob Schneider 

 

 

This creative and engaging presentation makes this profile of 

a person in local history more accessible and interesting to 

the average reader. It's a terrific use of an alternative story 

form. 

Second Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

Chris Emlet 

"Superflix" 

 

 

This detailed illustration of superhero characters sets the 

local paper apart in its presentation of a national 

entertainment theme. This is an original piece of art that 

draws in readers who might be looking to find out more 

about the latest box office craze. 
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Best Spot News Photo 

First Place 

Reading Eagle  

Susan L. Angstadt 

"Victims Identified in Quadruple Fatal 

Shooting" 

 

 

Cleanly shot with a nice moment captured showing the 

gravity of the situation. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Ben Hasty 

"Suspect Arrest After 2 Reading 

Police Vehicles Collide" 

 

Nice moment captured. Easy to read as a viewer. 

 

Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

The (Johnstown) Tribune-Democrat  

Thomas Slusser 

"Find a Peaceful Way" 

 

 

This is a lovely moment found inside a larger event that is a 

great representation of the feature photo category. 

Atmospheric and empathetic, it was the standout image. 

Second Place 

(Levittown) Bucks County Courier 

Times  

"Scaring Up Profits" 

 

This image was a great moment that stood above the rest of 

the entries as a second place finisher. 

 

Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

The (Johnstown) Tribune-Democrat  

Thomas Slusser 

"Drought Over for Flood City" 

 

 

Nice moment. Fairly clean and easy to read. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Jeremy Drey 

"Not Running from the Heat" 

 

 

Nice moment caught outside of the typical race photos. 

Cleanly shot. 
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Best Photo Story 

First Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Nate Smallwood 

"Antwon Rose from the Shooting to 

the Protests" 

 

 

This entry shows the dedication of the photographer to stay 

with the story and includes a powerful final image. 

Second Place 

(Levittown) Bucks County Courier 

Times  

Kim Weimer 

"What Can I Do to Help You?" 

 

 

Introduces a primary character and helps the reader connect 

to her story. 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Short Video 

First Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Andrew Russell 

"Christmas Bus" 

 

 

This is such a well-produced video of a fun feature story. The 

editing is fantastic. 

Second Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Andrew Russell 

"Archiving the Tree of Life Memorial" 

 

 

A nicely produced video of an interesting angle to a story that 

got a lot of coverage. 
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Best Long Video 

First Place 

York Daily Record/Sunday News  

Jason Plotkin 

"Firefighter Survivors Share Their 

Appreciation While Battling Loss" 

 

 

The York Daily Record's video interviews with firefighters who 

survived a building collapse deepens our understanding of 

pain and loss experienced by firefighters in a fatal blaze. It 

begins with an effective use of 911 call to help viewers 

understand the story. The video editor uses still images and 

emotional interviews with survivors to provide a deeper 

understanding of the human toll of an important community 

story.  

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

Jason Farmer 

"Night to Shine" 

 

 

The sweet Night to Shine video helps us understand an event 

in a way that words and still photos could not convey.  

 

Division II:  

Best Full-page Design 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

John Zaktansky 

 

 

The energy level on the roller coaster image and the graphic 

design was structurally balanced by providing a larger 

element creating visual hierarchy for the page. This design 

allowed each of the separate segmented elements not to be 

lost. The combination of multiple fonts and sizes allowed the 

reader to flow around the page for information. A very good 

design. 

Second Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

John Zaktansky 

 

 

A nice job establishing a focal point for the readers with the 

construction photo. It is supported by various components on 

the page that created its own space and opportunity for the 

reader to follow the visual information on the entire page. 

This design provided a win for the quick reader and the 

reader who wants to spend more time with the topics, visuals 

and stories. This design concept provided a visually impactful 

pleasing page. 
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Best Spot News Coverage - Newspapers 

First Place 

York Dispatch  

"Two York City Firefighters Killed in 

Collapse" 

 

 

Powerful photos and page design help illustrate the 

magnitude of the event. Great reporting with a lot of good 

background details. Excellent work. 

Second Place 

Butler Eagle  

Tanner Cole and Caleb Harshberger 

"6 Hurt in Mars School Bus Crash" 

 

 

Great job being on the scene. Seeing a school bus on its side 

is gut-wrenching for any parent to see. Great spot news effort 

all around. 

 

Best General News Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Francis Scarcella 

"Sunbury Legal Fees" 

 

 

Excellent dig into exorbitant and unknown legal bills and 

unnecessary redactions by the city's solicitors. The 

newspaper's dogged reporting forced the city to release 

mostly unredacted legal bills -- a testament to accountability 

journalism. 

Second Place 

Butler Eagle  

J.W. Johnson 

"A Crisis of Their Own: VFD, EMS Lack 

Funding, Report Says" 

 

 

A good primer on what his happening to Pennsylvania's 

volunteer fire departments and why they are losing 

volunteers. 

 

Best Investigative Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Eric Scicchitano 

"Foster Care" 

 

 

Excellent reporting and research on a serious topic. Great 

information. 

Second Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Marcia Moore and Eric Scicchitano 

"Child Care" 

 

 

Great topic that affects so many people. Nice design. 
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Best Enterprise Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Justin Strawser 

"Senior Driving" 

 

 

Thorough, personalized reporting on an important issue for 

millions of Americans backed up with research and statistics. 

Second Place 

Beaver County Times  

Andrew Chiappazzi 

"An Official Crisis" 

 

 

Interesting topic of prime local interest that is fully explored. 

 

 

 

 

Best Special Section 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

John Zaktansky 

"Valley Musicals" 

 

 

This was an ambitious undertaking and was enjoyable to 

read. It was comprehensive and showed evidence of planning 

with photos from each production. In a close competition, 

this section had an edge with its graphics and other special 

touches such as the breakout boxes on the cast and crew at 

each school and the comments on each musical performance. 

Second Place 

(Hazleton) Standard-Speaker  

"The Molly Maguires" 

 

 

This was a solid entry and an outstanding idea. The 

comments by residents recalling the movie's filming 50 years 

ago were great. 
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Best Public Service - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Francis Scarcella and Justin Strawser 

"Sunbury Legal Fees" 

 

 

Daily Item reporter Francis Scarcella is applauded for his 

tenacity, easy-to-follow and engaging presentation of his 

findings and attention to detail. Everyone in Sunbury 

benefited from Scarcella's exposure of the convoluted 

disaster caused by the way the city mishandled its legal bills. 

Front page pictures of near-total redacted source documents 

helped to effectively tell the story without resorting to 

hyperbole. Scarcella's reporting (and the work of Justin 

Strawser, with whom Scarcella shared some bylines) 

informed the taxpayers and yielded clear-cut changes in the 

city's dysfunctional, and expensive, habits. 

Second Place 

The (Pottstown) Mercury  

"Saving the Pottstown YMCA" 

 

 

There is no doubt about The Mercury's responsibility and 

commitment to the community. In a multi-layered approach, 

Thomas Hylton, a former Mercury editorial writer, reporter 

Evan Brandt and editorial writer Nancy March and the 

Mercury's editors walked their neighbors through issues and 

arguments (and false flags) surrounding the planned closure 

of the Pottstown YMCA, a community touch point. Great job, 

with strongly written and deeply reported articles and 

columns utilizing a lot of sources. It was like "watching" a 

documentary rather reading a series of newspaper articles. 

 

Best Column 

First Place 

Beaver County Times  

Lisa Micco 

 

 

Excellent writing that in one column tugs at readers' funny 

bones and in another tugs at heart strings. 

Second Place 

(Uniontown) Herald-Standard  

Mark Hofmann 

 

 

Very funny writer. 
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Best Feature Writing 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Rick Dandes 

"1968" 

 

 

Impressive and thorough look at 1968 both nationally and, 

more importantly, from a local perspective. Wonderfully 

packaged, kudos on the writing and the layout. 

Second Place 

(Uniontown) Herald-Standard  

Mike Tony 

"Losing Loved Ones" 

 

 

Very compelling lede, and a disturbing look at the life of a 

drug addict. Great reading. 

 

Best Editorial Writing 

First Place 

York Dispatch  

Gayle Eubank 

 

 

Clear winner. Author demonstrates unflinching analysis of 

local concerns. 

Second Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Bill Bowman 

 

 

Strong voice with solid reasoning, especially in first two 

editorials. 

 

Best Business Writing 

First Place 

(Washington) Observer-Reporter  

Rick Shrum 

"It Was All at the Mall" 

 

 

Great look at local history and impact of the mall 50 years 

later. Very good layout made for an attractive package and an 

interesting read. 

Second Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

John Zaktansky 

 

 

Well-written and interesting article on family business. 

Writing makes you feel like you are meeting the family, which 

is the sign of a good feature. 
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Best Headline Writing 

First Place 

(Hazleton) Standard-Speaker  

Tamara Dunn 

 

 

This headline writer had nice plays on words in several 

headlines. All of the headlines were snappy and to the point. 

 

Best Digital Presentation - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

 

 

Collectively all the components are there for a wide range of 

readers who are looking for a multitude of information about 

your coverage area. Nicely done. The strongest elements to 

the digital package are the social media efforts from features, 

news and sports. The Tweets, Instagram and Facebook were 

all interactive with the content as you reach out to your 

readers multiple times a day. Keep up the good work as you 

continue to search for good content and stories. Not all 

newspaper web pages are the priority destination points for 

web traffic once the reader finds their avenue of choice for 

your content. That is why your branding on other platforms is 

so important. Nice work and keep champion the cause of 

good journalism. 

 

Best Multimedia Storytelling 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Francis Scarcella and Rob Inglis 

"Day in the Life of Little League 

World Series" 
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Best Sports Story 

First Place 

(State College) Centre Daily Times  

John McGonigal 

"With NFL Draft Decision Looming, 

Penn State’s Miles Sanders Leans on 

His Mother" 

 

 

Great player profile. Nice writing and good interviews. You 

can tell you spend some time with them. 

Second Place 

Beaver County Times  

Andrew Chiappazzi 

"A New Numbers Game: Baseball, 

Softball Coaches Opting for 

Wristbands Instead of Traditional 

Hand Signs" 

 

 

Interesting story on a new trend in sports. 

 

Best Sports Feature Story 

First Place 

York Dispatch  

Jacob Calvin Meyer 

"Brother's Memory Drives York High 

Football Standout" 

 

 

Touching story that would resonate with sports fans and non-

sports fans alike. Love the lede. 

Second Place 

(Hazleton) Standard-Speaker  

Steve Stallone 

"Northern Exposure" 

 

 

Great lede. Good job letting the reader in to what life is like 

for college baseball players. 
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Best Sports/Outdoor Column 

First Place 

Williamsport Sun-Gazette  

Chris Masse 

 

 

Columns are topical, not just about a single game or player. 

There's plenty of reporting in here as well as good analysis. 

Second Place 

Williamsport Sun-Gazette  

Mitch Rupert 

 

 

Nice writing here that pulls you into each column. 

 

Best Spot News Photo 

First Place 

(Bloomsburg) Press Enterprise  

Jimmy May 

"Rescuers Race to Fiery Crash" 

 

 

There's a beautiful component to this photo that you don't 

typically find in a spot news image. The combination of 

smoke, sparks and the location of the forest gives it a mystical 

feel. Good job on getting there on time and gaining access to 

the location. 

Second Place 

(Bloomsburg) Press Enterprise  

Jimmy May 

"Swamped Again" 

 

 

For spot news we're always badgering people to get faces, 

and this image didn't miss a single one. Great moment that is 

well executed and thoroughly displays the situation at hand. 

 

Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

(Washington) Observer-Reporter  

Holly Tonini 

"Whiskey Rebel" 

 

 

A creative imagination perspective was evident in this image. 

The layers of information provide intrigue for the reader to 

enjoy as they reflect upon the visual meaning behind the 

photo. Nicely achieved image. 

Second Place 

(Bloomsburg) Press Enterprise  

Jimmy May 

"Getting the Job Done" 

 

 

All the right elements came together for this photo. It would 

not have been achieved for the reader if the photographer 

did not see the elements come together and anticipate how 

to capture the teamwork in the yard. Fun photo. 
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Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

(Bloomsburg) Press Enterprise  

Jimmy May 

"Steer Wars at Benton Rodeo" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

York Dispatch  

Bill Kalina 

"York Y-Tri" 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Photo Story 

First Place 

(Bloomsburg) Press Enterprise  

Jimmy May 

"Wild Ride at the Rodeo" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

(Washington) Observer-Reporter  

Celeste Van Kirk 

"Whatever it Takes to Get You 

Through It, Do It" 
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Best Short Video 

First Place 

York Dispatch  

Dawn Sagert 

"York Giving Helping Hands Serves 

Homeless" 

 

 

Good access and interviews on this. Like the mix of sit-down 

interviews with shots on location. 

Second Place 

York Dispatch  

Dawn Sagert 

"Community Embraces During S.P.I.N. 

Candlelight Vigil for Fallen 

Firefighters" 

 

 

Nice quality. Good coverage of the event. Great interview. 

 

Best Long Video 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Rob Inglis 

"Day in the Life of Knoebels" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Beaver County Times  

Gwen Titley 

"The Parajournal: UFO Chase from 

Portage, Ohio, to Conway, Pa." 
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Division I:  

Best Full-page Design 

First Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  

Arthur Dowell 

 

 

Between the use of the powerful photos and headlines, as 

well as the text that is clean and superimposed, make for a 

page design that is one for the scrapbooks. Liked that there 

were two elements on the page, one more dominant than the 

other. 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

David Rowe 

"Natural Pain Relief" 

 

 

Crisp and clean use of graphics that tie the centerpiece 

together. 

 

 

 

Best Spot News Coverage - Newspapers 

First Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

Chauncey Ross 

"Domestic Violence" 

 

 

Lots of details in this breaking story. I'm sure it was well read. 

Second Place 

Gettysburg Times  

Vanessa Pellechio 

"Lightning Strikes Twice, Homes 

Destroyed" 

 

 

Good job covering this weather event! 
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Best General News Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Zack Hoopes 

"The Fight to Save McCormick Farm" 

 

 

This series of stories does an excellent job of detailing the 

possible taking of historic farmland for a school facility. The 

writers admirably navigate a large set of sources and 

countless moving parts in these stories to provide a clear 

picture to readers. 

Second Place 

The (Lock Haven) Express  

Lana Muthler and Laura Jameson 

"Loyd Groves Murder Trial" 

 

 

This series features exhaustive coverage of a murder trial. 

Kudos to the authors for attention to detail, thorough quotes 

from witnesses and seemingly complete and fair accounts 

from each day of the trial. Readers surely did not lack for 

important stories from this trial, but the sheer volume of 

content was at times unwieldy and may have benefitted from 

some streamlining. 

 

Best Investigative Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joshua Vaughn 

"Five Finger Discount" 

 

 

This was a great series. It was informative and interesting to 

read about the different types of theft in the counties. Very 

well done. 

Second Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Cody McDevitt 

"Corrections Crisis" 

 

 

A great story on a topic that no one usually wants to talk 

about. Thank you for shedding some light on the subject 

matter. Great job. 
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Best Enterprise Reporting - Newspapers 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joseph Cress 

"Indian School Legacy" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Ellwood City Ledger  

Patrick O'Shea 

 

 

 

 

Best Special Section 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Jacob Adams 

"Celebrating Carlisle's 4 Straight State 

Titles 30 years Down the Road" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

"Women in Business" 

 

 

 

 

Best Public Service - Newspapers 

First Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Jarrad Hedes 

"Dangers on Route 903" 

 

 

Great writing! 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Jarrad Hedes 

"Playing it Safe" 

 

 

Good story, great design! 
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Best Column 

First Place 

The Bradford Era  

Marcie Schellhammer 

 

 

Awesome, slice of life columns that everyone can relate to in 

some way. Loved these. Great job. 

Second Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Rick Kazmer and Bruce Siwy 

 

 

Great columns showing different perspectives that are so 

important to share with readers. Good job. 

 

Best Feature Writing 

First Place 

The (Towanda) Daily Review  

Nancy Sharer 

"Swinging Back at Cancer" 

 

 

Grand slam! This story had a lede that reached out and 

grabbed attention. It celebrated life  and living it. It evoked 

emotion, was complete in the storytelling, riveting and most 

of all...memorable. 

. 

Second Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Beth Ann Miller 

"Adopters Oversee American Graves 

Overseas" 

 

 

What a unique story. The first-person approach made it stand 

out and it stays with you. 

 

Best Editorial Writing 

First Place 

New Castle News  

Dan Irwin 

 

 

Great editorials on topics that matter most to readers. 

Editorial board should be proud of the work they have done. 

Second Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

 

 

Very well-written and great entries that help readers make 

informed decisions. Great job. 
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Best Business Writing 

First Place 

Ellwood City Ledger  

Dani Fitzgerald 

"Comic Shops Diversifying, Creating 

Community Atmosphere to Survive" 

 

 

A strong, detailed look into the survival of what might be 

considered a niche industry. Balanced use of expert sources 

and locals, including customers and store owners. Included 

sidebar offers additional insight on how comics-based 

blockbuster films help generate interest. 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Chris Reber 

"Jim Thorpe Loses Bear Creek Iced 

Tea" 

 

 

Interesting subject matter on what appears to be a traditional 

beverage in the area (especially because the reader is 

supposed to know what "tea in a carton" is). Good use of 

additional sources. 

 

Best Headline Writing 

First Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  

 

 

This is an entertaining yet informative collection that uses the 

headlines in a way that draws the reader in and invites them 

to read the content. 

Second Place 

Ellwood City Ledger  

Patrick O'Shea 

 

 

 

 

Best Digital Presentation - Newspapers 

First Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

 

 

Solid overall effort and presentation, which has a lot to offer 

readers. Website appears easy to use and many story listings 

are visually appealing gateways to articles, although 

minimizing visual distractions like surveys would be nice. 

Facebook page has solid reader engagement. 
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Best Sports Story 

First Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Emmett McCall 

"Disability Doesn't Define Her" 

 

 

The writer is an excellent storyteller! Enjoyed reading this 

inspirational story and have thought of the young woman 

often in the past week. 

Second Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  

Jeff Fishbein 

"Just Win!" 

 

 

Nice treatment of a championship story! 

 

Best Sports Feature Story 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Jake Adams 

"All Hail Abigail" 

 

 

From the headline to the final sentence, this story was 

awesome. Well-written and fun to read, it was a clear-cut 

winner. Great job. 

Second Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  

Jeff Fishbein 

"After 50 Years, Klingensmith Says It's 

Time for a New Coach" 

 

 

What a career and what a great story that draws people in 

and makes the coach very relatable to even those 

uninterested in sports. Very nicely done. 

 

Best Sports/Outdoor Column 

First Place 

(Warren) Times Observer  

Brian Hagberg 

 

 

The writer took stances on local issues and provides behind-

the-scenes views of the stories by incorporating the various 

emotions involved in sports. 

Second Place 

The (Towanda) Daily Review  

Brian Fees 
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Best Illustration or Graphic 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joshua Vaughn 

"Gun Data: Handgun Waiting Periods 

and Suicide" 

 

 

This was a very informative graphic that helped tell the story 

with useful data. 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Bob Ford 

"Tennis Player of the Year" 

 

 

The photo selection for this graphic tied the elements 

together. 

 

Best Spot News Photo 

First Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Bob Ford 

"Graduation" 

 

 

The expression on the boy's face is what news photography is 

about -- capturing the human element of life. Nice photo. 

Second Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  

Alyssa Burd 

"Three Homes Destroyed by Fire" 

 

 

While the other fire entries were static, this one captured the 

human element in how the fireman stood and his body gave 

size perspective. 

 

Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

The (Lock Haven) Express  

Sarah Smeltz 

"Dancing in the Rain" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Bob Ford 

"Move Over, Betsy Ross" 
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Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Jason Malmont 

"Hard Loss" 

 

 

Nice capture of the human emotion when most post game 

pictures focus on jubilation. This tugs on the heart. Good job. 

Second Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Jason Malmont 

"Exciting Win" 

 

 

Nice peak action and capture of the various facial 

expressions. 

 

 

 

Best Photo Story 

First Place 

(Warren) Times Observer  

Brian Ferry 

"With Honor" 

 

 

GREAT telling of a sad story. If the top photo of the 

silhouettes had been entered in the spot news category 

instead of the officer pic below it, it would have one first 

place there too. 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Bob Ford 

"Out of the Woodwork" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good use of detail shots to tell the story of building a guitar. 
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Best Short Video 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joshua Vaughn 

"Billy Owens Returns" 

 

 

Nice use of vintage footage and B roll. 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Chris Reber 

"Making the Pierogies" 

 

 

Good story. 

 

Best Long Video 

First Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Matthew Toth 

"Berlin Students Talk About Parkland" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Matthew Toth 

"Game of the Week: Conemaugh 

Township vs. Windber" 
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Television I:  

Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Antwon Rose Murder Protest" 

 

 

Great breaking news coverage! Good video of all the protests 

and the nats of the chanting. Great getting a protester's 

arrest live on air. Very compelling live shots. 

Second Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Tree of Life Synagogue Mass 

Shooting" 

 

 

Good reporting from the scene of the crime on the morning 

of the shooting. Good investigating on the suspect's 

background. Thorough information on those injured. Good 

coverage of the vigil that night. 

 

Best Continuing Coverage 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Suzanne Nadell and Scott Trabandt 

"Shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue" 

 

 

Great reporting from the scene on the day of the shooting. 

Good effort tracking down the suspect's mother and her 

pastor. Great interview with shooting survivor. 

Second Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Antwon Rose Murder Protests" 

 

 

Great protest coverage. Good pkg on Antwon's funeral and 

also on the murder charge filed against the officer. Nice story 

on the family's attorneys speaking after the charge was filed 

and on citizens asking the city council to fire the officer. 

 

Best Series 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Suzanne Nadell and Scott Trabandt 

"Landslides in Western Pennsylvania" 

 

 

Good storytelling through the year on the victim impact of 

these landslides. Great explanation of the reason for the 

landslides. Important reminders to the viewers that WPXI had 

continued to cover the ongoing problem. 

Second Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Remembering the Victims" 

 

 

Compassionate storytelling about the victims of the deadly 

synagogue shooting. 
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Best Investigative Reporting - Broadcast 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"“Predator Priests” Become 

Counselors" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Scott Trabandt and Suzanne Nadell 

"Catholic Diocese Abuse Report" 

 

 

 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting - Broadcast 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Rick Earle and Mike Drewecki 

"Hyperloop and the Future of Travel" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

David Johnson and Ward Hobbs 

"Abandoned Oil and Gas Wells" 

 

 

 

 

Best Public Service - Broadcast 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Project Hunger" 

 

 

Food insecurity is an important issue that affects 

communities across the nation. Helping our neighbors in 

need is a worthy cause to get behind. WTAE showed its 

commitment to ending hunger through compassionate 

storytelling, a day long telethon and an hour long special 

dedicated to exposing the problem and offering solutions. 

Nicely done. 
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Best Documentary 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Suzanne Nadell and Kellie Burkett 

"Will Amazon Come to Pittsburgh?" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Chronicle: Pittsburgh Outdoors" 

 

 

 

 

Best Feature - Broadcast 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Lisa Sylvester and Mike Drewecki 

"Ryan Shazier's Dad" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Gordon Loesch and Tony Ruffolo 

"DMZ for the Winter Olympics" 

 

 

 

 

Best Weathercast 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Stephen Cropper and Danielle Dozier 

"Tornado Warning" 

 

 

Very informative coverage by both meteorologists. Good use 

of radar to explain what's happening and what to expect in 

the future. 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  

 

 

. 
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Best Sports Feature 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Alby Oxenreiter and Ward Hobbs 

"Jock Sutherland's Grave" 

 

 

Great story about a Pittsburgh legend and the effort to keep 

his story alive. Nice storytelling. 

Second Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Chase Williams and Mark Masa 

"Conner's Connection with a Fan" 

 

 

Touching story about a kid with cancer and his bond with a 

professional football player who went through a similar 

battle. 

 

Best Use of Photography 

First Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  

L. David Colabine 

"Stories to Inspire" 

 

 

Good storytelling. Nice, positive stories about the impact one 

person or a small group of people can have on others' lives. 

 

Best Regularly Scheduled News or Sports Talk Program 

First Place 

WPXI-TV,Pittsburgh  

Dean Iampietro and Alby Oxenreiter 

"Subway Final Word" 

 

 

Fun sports show. Great digital interaction. Nicely done. 

 

 

Best Reporter/Anchor 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Lisa Sylvester 

 

 

Very vibrant personality. Good, compassionate reporting 

from the scene of the deadly synagogue shooting. Interesting 

story on the snakebot module. 
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Best Newscast 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Suzanne Nadell and Scott Trabandt 

"Shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Remembering the Victims" 

 

 

 

 

 

Television II:  

Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

"Flash Flooding" 

 

 

Better visuals, greater urgency, better event for spot news 

coverage. Overall interesting and engaging.  

Second Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

"Diocese Grand Jury Report" 

 

 

A great collection of elements and impactful story. Great job 

organizing a lot of information and fitting a package into the 

newscast. 

 

Best Continuing Coverage 

First Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

"Deadly Bomb Explosion in 

Allentown" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

"Stolen Pipeline Explosives" 
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Best Series 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Matt Barcaro and Colton White 

"102nd Farm Show" 

 

 

Great set of stories. Enjoyed each one more and more. Well 

told and well shot. 

 

Best Investigative Reporting - Broadcast 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Beccah Hendrickson and Kyle Cooper 

"Jehovah's Witnesses Abuse" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

Crispin Havener 

"Digging Up Trouble" 

 

 

 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting - Broadcast 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Mike Straub and Kyle Cooper 

"Pardon for Printup" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

Dillon Richards 

"Prison Mail" 
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Best Public Service - Broadcast 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Brian Roche and Greg Berkey 

"Liberty Tax" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Matt Barcaro and Colton White 

"Congress on Your Corner" 

 

 

 

 

Best Documentary 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

"Chronicle: Music & Murder" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

Jaccii Farris and Rick Dean 

"Sisterhood of the Vine" 

 

 

 

 

Best Feature - Broadcast 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Matt Barcaro and Kenneth Maryott 

"Monarch Sanctuary" 

 

 

Great, interesting and engaging story, with lots of shot 

variety, use of time lapse, national tie, and heartfelt 

component that really gets to you. 

Second Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

Jessica Guay and Stephen Toma 

"Making a Difference: Vet Support" 

 

 

A great, heartfelt story kept viewers engaged the entire way 

through and kept a great pace. Good shot variety and using a 

lot of family shots to show the impact of the support the vet 

has. 
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Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

 

 

 

 

Best Sports Coverage 

First Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

"High School Football Preview Show" 

 

 

 

 

Best Sports Feature 

First Place 

WHP-TV, Harrisburg  

Joel D. Smith 

"Still Growing Up Fast" 

 

 

 

 

Best Sportscast 

First Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

Dan Moscaritolo and Jim Vaughn 

"The Big Ticket" 

 

 

A great production and professional level sportscasting. Great 

commentary, video, graphics, and cool idea to have the team 

and coach from the first game live in the segment. Anchors 

sounded very professional, competent and knowledgeable. 

Second Place 

WHP-TV, Harrisburg  

Joel D. Smith 

"Live in DC" 

 

 

A great production in the field with interesting video and 

intriguing controversy. Good engagement with fans too. 

 

 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS 

2018 WINNERS LIST WITH JUDGES COMMENTS 

 

 

Best Use of Photography 

First Place 

WHP-TV, Harrisburg  

William Seiders 

 

 

Superior use of lighting, shot variety and natural sound. 

Second Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

Alan Sylvestre 

"Firefighters Rally for Young Boy" 

 

 

Good NAT PKG. 

 

Best Regularly Scheduled News or Sports Talk Program 

First Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

"Talk with Your Doctor: Breast 

Cancer" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

"Business Matters: Anti-Semitism" 

 

 

 

 

Best Reporter/Anchor 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Katelyn Smith 

 

 

Great anchoring and reporting. Engaging and interesting, 

appears knowledgeable and competent, and entry displays a 

breadth of work. 
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Best Newscast 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

"U.S. Marshal Killed" 

 

 

Great team coverage with many reporters and a breadth of 

angles on a big story. Kept the video varied and avoided over-

repeating video. Overall great energy and kept things moving 

on to the reporters with the latest information. 

Second Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

 

 

Lots of different breaking stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

Radio I:  

Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

"Cosby's 2nd Trial" 

 

 

A solid entry, worthy of an award. 

 

Best Continuing Coverage 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

"Starbucks Brews Controversy" 

 

 

Good use of nat sound, good variety of interviews including 

talking to a woman who took the cell phone video of the 

confrontation. Nice work putting the listener at the scene, 

even as the station followed the story days and weeks later. 

Second Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

"Pennsylvania Clergy Abuse" 

 

 

Nice use of a variety of interviews. Very powerful, emotional. 

A hard story to follow day after day. Well done. 
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Best Series 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

"Dividing Lines" 

 

 

This newsroom did a tremendous amount of research on 

education and used data-driven information to create a sort 

of 'road map' on the issue. A tremendous effort. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

"No Justice for All" 

 

 

 

 

Best Investigative Reporting - Broadcast 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Avi Wolfman-Arent 

"Kicked Out" 

 

 

Reporting well captures a "you-are-there" feel and conveys 

the subjects' real emotion. 

Second Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Bill O'Driscoll 

"Mattress Factory Scandal" 

 

 

Compelling story. 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting - Broadcast 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Julie Grant 

"The Allegheny Front: Are Pipelines 

to Blame for Decline in Ancient 

Salamanders?" 

 

 

The reporter took the listener up in the sky and painted a 

picture on the ground. This category asks the entrant to 

"break new ground" and this story definitely did that, as the 

judges started rooting for the salamanders! 
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Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Annette John-Hall and Aaron Moselle 

"The Surprising Truth Behind the 

Racial Dynamics of Gentrification in 

Philly" 

 

 

This category asks the entrant to "break new ground." This 

entry does just that. 

 

Best Public Service - Broadcast 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Margaret J. Krauss 

"Pennsylvania Won’t Say What’s in Its 

Amazon Bid, But There are Clues" 

 

 

Great writing explains a complex subject clearly. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Liz Tung 

"This Isn't Science" 

 

 

Impactful reporting gets sleazy practitioners to back off. 

 

Best Documentary 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Reid Frazier and Kara Holsopple 

"The Allegheny Front: Asthma, Dirty 

Air and the Struggle to Clean Up a 

Chronic Polluter" 

 

 

Good use of a wide variety of interviews to capture the 

frustration of the struggle for something as (deceptively) 

simple as cleaning up air and water in a community. Very well 

done. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Elana Gordon 

"The Pulse: Lessons from Vancouver" 

 

 

Good use of nat sound and non-structured interviews. A great 

look at just how desperate communities are - even resorting 

to such controversial tactics as injection centers. Chilling. 
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Best Feature - Broadcast 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Andrea Kubis 

"The Allegheny Front: The Lure of the 

Saw-Whet Owl" 

 

 

Joyous and prodigious use of sound makes this a standout. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Joe Hernandez 

"Mother of Slain N.J. Man Blames 

Computer Program for His Shooting" 

 

 

 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

 

 

 

 

Best Sports Feature 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Lindsay Lazarski 

"Pray, Pray Your Hearts Out Eagles 

Fans" 

 

 

What a unique look at the Super Bowl game. Good use of a 

variety of interviews and nat sound. This would hold the 

interest of any sports fan. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Aaron Moselle 

"Offensive Reputation Gets Eagles 

Fans a Bit Defensive" 

 

 

An unvarnished look at the Eagles' fans reputation, deserved 

or not. Good use of a variety of interviews and historical 

perspective. 
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Best Use of Sound 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Virginia Alvino Young 

"A Grieving Pittsburgh Focuses on 

Community and Light in Hanukkah 

Celebrations" 

 

 

Rich use of sound throughout distinguishes this entry from 

the competition. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Peter Crimmins 

"Wielding Weapons on Stage in ‘Les 

Miz’ Makes Students Confront Gun 

Violence" 

 

 

Emotional moments make this a noteworthy entry. 

 

Best Regularly Scheduled News or Sports Talk Program 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

"The Pulse: The Difference a Gun 

Makes" 

 

 

Solidly produced programming, delivering a well-rounded and 

well-grounded look at a fundamental issue confronting our 

society. 

Second Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Kevin Gavin and Megan Harris 

"The Confluence" 

 

 

Empathetic and inclusive programming delivered in response 

to a horrific crime. 
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Best Reporter/Anchor 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Laura Benshoff 

 

 

Terrific use of nat sound; the reporter lets the sound tell the 

story, with tight writing and conversational soundbites. The 

reporter brings the listener into the classroom, church, or 

rally. Nice work. 

Second Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Margaret J. Krauss 

 

 

Good conversational delivery. The reporter takes the listener 

along to the scene to better understand complex issues. Well 

done. 

 

Best Newscast 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Christopher Ayers 

 

 

Solid reporting under trying circumstances make this a 

winner. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Jennifer Lynn 

 

 

This report well captures the thrill of victory. 

 

 

 


