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2018 Judges’ Comments – Division IV 

 

General Excellence 

First Place 

The Canton Repository 

 

 

 

 

  

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator 

 

 

 

 

  

Third Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Best Headline Writer 

First Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Vince Guerrieri 

 

 

Clever use of "Gouda" in headline about a quirky story about 

stolen cheese. 

Second Place 

The Canton Repository  

Jeff Verbus 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Ed Puskas and Jen Schatzel 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Business Writer 

First Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Jordyn Grzelewski 

 

 

The writer does a wonderful job of bringing business stories to 

life. 

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Kalea Hall 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

Warren Tribune Chronicle  

Renee Fox 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best Columnist 

First Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Andy Young 

 

 

Good insights, clearly knows where the political bodies are 

buried in the community. 

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Bertram de Souza 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The Canton Repository  

Charita Goshay 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Editorial Writer 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

Rich Desrosiers 

 

 

Insightful look at important though sometimes under-the-radar, 

local issues. 

Second Place 

Warren Tribune Chronicle  

Brenda J. Linert 

 

 

Insights on important local topics shows strong connection to 

community. 

Third Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Brad Dicken 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best Feature Writer 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

Tim Botos 

 

 

Touching stories told with depth of detail. 

Second Place 

Warren Tribune Chronicle  

Burton Cole 

 

 

Great human stories. 

Third Place 

The Canton Repository  

Shane Hoover 

 

 

Fun to read. 
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Best Graphics Artist 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

B.J. Lisko 

 

 

Overall body of work excellent. 

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Robert McFerren 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The (Findlay) Courier  

Jason Smith 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best Sports Columnist 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

Joe Scalzo 

 

 

This writer has a good, clear voice. His writing is solid and his 

columns are filled with facts, stats and opinions.Bravo! 

Second Place 

The Lima News  

Jim Naveau 

 

 

Jim has an easy-to-read writing style and never lacks for a 

point of view on his subjects.  

Third Place 

Warren Tribune Chronicle  

John Vargo 

 

 

John earns high praise for his work as a local sports 

columnist. His work focusing on local athletes, coaches and 

programs will certainly win over local readers and that is, 

after all, what a local columnist should be doing. Nice work! 
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Best Sports Feature Writer 

First Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Brian Dzenis 

 

 

Writer finds a compelling theme and sticks with it throughout 

the story. He keeps you engaged and makes you feel the 

emotions of the stories. 

Second Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Scott Petrak 

 

 

Very in-depth work with clearly a lot of research and 

attention put into each story. 

Third Place 

The Canton Repository  

Josh Weir 

 

 

Diverse content and topics, but all were compelling and kept 

you engaged throughout the story. 

 

 

Best Sports Writer 

First Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Scott Petrak 

 

 

Timely and well-researched Thanksgiving piece; good job 

sorting out and presenting factors that led to firing of Browns 

coach, and column clearly outlined keys to subsequent hire. 

Second Place 

The (Findlay) Courier  

Jamie Baker 

 

 

Good enterprise piece on a timely prep football topic of 

participation decline; different and interesting way of 

handling championship-game advance. 

Third Place 

The Canton Repository  

Josh Weir 

 

 

Golf course feature captured the local history of the facility; 

Nehlen and Kelly pieces did a nice job of weaving past with 

present. 
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Best Photographer 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

Scott Heckel 

 

 

Photos showed a great mix of emotions, from hard news to 

features to sports. The shots were clear and left you feeling 

as if you were there experiencing the situation for yourself. 

Second Place 

The (Findlay) Courier  

Randy Roberts 

 

 

Crisp photos. I can see why four of them made it onto the 

front page. The spelling bee and bow and arrow shots were 

my favorites. 

Third Place 

The Canton Repository  

Ray Stewart 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best News Writer 

First Place 

The (Findlay) Courier  

Lou Wilin 

 

 

Good writing. Ledes grab the reader. Liked the varied topics 

and the enterprise nature. Good job covering the community. 

Second Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Lisa Roberson 

 

 

Good stuff, nice work that also rose above in a very 

competitive category with many outstanding entries. 

Third Place 

The Lima News  

Josh Ellerbrock 

 

 

In-depth and well-written coverage on wide-ranging topics 

ranging from race and city firings controversy to pizza. 
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Best Sports Enterprise 

First Place 

The (Findlay) Courier  

Dave Hanneman and Scott Cottos 

"NFL Talent from Findlay" 

 

 

Who knew? Findlay is a hot-bed for NFL talent and sports 

enterprise, too. 

Second Place 

The (Findlay) Courier  

"McComb's Journey to State Title 

Football Game" 

 

 

Outstanding crop of stories and display leading up to 

McComb's appearance in the state title football game. 

Third Place 

Warren Tribune Chronicle  

John Vargo 

"Life in the Minors" 

 

 

The Tribune Chronicle found a fun and entertaining way to 

deal with the dog days of summer - minor league baseball. 

 

 

Best Special Sports Section 

First Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

"High School Football 2018" 

 

 

Super! From cover to cover. Entertaining read, creative 

design. 

Second Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

"High School Basketball 2018-19" 

 

 

It's not every often that a basketball special section can 

compete with football. This one does in every way. 

Third Place 

The (Findlay) Courier  

"Football 2018" 

 

 

The best of the rest. Cover story is a winner. 
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Best Daily Sports Section 

First Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

 

 

Complete package. Attention to detail throughout. Spot on 

section. 

Second Place 

The Canton Repository  

 

 

Outstanding section. Canton readers are lucky to have a 

sports department committed to local content. 

Third Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

 

 

Nice, clean display. Strong local presence throughout. 

 

 

Best Illustration or Informational Graphic 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

B.J. Lisko 

"Dangerous" 

 

 

Overall excellent design. 

Second Place 

The Canton Repository  

B.J. Lisko 

"Sounds of Summer" 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Robert McFerren 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best News Photo 

First Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Steven Manheim 

"Boy Dies in Elyria Fire" 

 

 

This is one of those photos where, after seeing it and reading 

the headline, you don't need to read the story. (Even though 

you should!)  

Second Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Steven Manheim 

"Fire Destroys Flint Ridge Home" 

 

 

Steven's done it again with another fantastic photo from a 

fire. While likely not his intent, this is a very artsy-looking 

photo. The green trees, along with the orange and black from 

the fire, is very pleasant on the eyes. 

Third Place 

The Canton Repository  

Bob Rossiter 

"Kittens Rescued" 

 

 

This is a great photo, with the focus clearly on the kitten 

perched on the man's back. To think the man had just saved 

the kitten's life and the kitten climbed on top of his rescuer to 

say "thanks, man!" is great visual storytelling. 

 

 

Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Emily Matthews 

 

 

Lovely use of light and shadow, great emotional content. The 

multiple figures also give the sense of those missing to war. 

Excellent. 

Second Place 

The (Findlay) Courier  

Randy Roberts 

"Schoolhouse Spellers" 

 

 

Evokes an earlier time, a kind of universality. Great 

expressions on the kids' faces. 

Third Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Kristin Bauer 

"Splashing into the Fourth" 

 

 

Beautiful light, nice color, and fun moment you captured. Too 

bad it ran in black and white. 
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Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

Warren Tribune Chronicle  

David Dermer 

"Chubb for Six" 

 

 

Clearly, the best photo. 

Second Place 

The Canton Repository  

Bob Rossiter 

"Upended" 

 

 

Here's something you don't see every day. 

Third Place 

The Lima News  

Don Speck 

"Ouch" 

 

 

Yes, we feel and see your pain. 

 

 

Best Photo Story 

First Place 

The Lima News  

Craig J. Orosz 

"Memorable Pitch for Tigers Fan" 

 

 

Nice visual storytelling, both in print and online. The photos 

capture a day that this family won't forget and one that will 

resonate with others celebrating Father's Day. 

Second Place 

The Canton Repository  

Julie Vennitti 

"Working Hands" 

 

 

A very creative online-focused project. I'm stealing this idea 

for my newsroom to do in 2019! 

Third Place 

The Lima News  

Craig J. Orosz 

"Restoring Hope, Rebuilding Lives" 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Video 

First Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Kristin Bauer 

"Meowmaste: Cat Yoga" 

 

 

Great b-roll highlights a succinct report on a new type of 

business. Capturing those cute moments are key to the 

success in this video, but the interview makes you want to 

click for more to read about this place. 

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Emily Matthews 

 

 

Scenes from festival highlight this video, in which an 

organizer is talking about Italian traditions. Nice scenes from 

small town event, a real slice of Americana. End of video is 

filled with scenes and sounds from the finale, explosions and 

fireworks. Quality sounds and video editing to close. 

Third Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Bruce Bishop 

"Not-Forgotten Box: A Mom Says 

'Thank You'" 

 

 

Video is very heartfelt, with a single interview, and it is nice to 

see complete Q/A, hearing her voice and seeing her explain 

what many people are going through. Nice audio, hearing 

what is going at this event. Also, some still shots are very well 

placed and improve the video.  

 

 

Best Public Service 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

"Crisis Stark County" 

 

 

A comprehensive guide and look into suicide and bullying 

through a special magazine with the goal of reaching every 

Stark County household with the resources to combat the 

problem. This entry competed in an exceptionally strong 

category with many fine entries. 

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Kalea Hall and Jordyn Grzelewski 

"GM Lordstown Closure Coverage" 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

Lisa Roberson 

"Saving a School: A Community Fights 

to Keep Promised Building Plan" 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

"Al Adi Coverage" 

 

 

Strong end to end reporting. 

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

"GM Lordstown "New Black 

Monday"" 

 

 

Clearly an authority on this national story. 

Third Place 

Warren Tribune Chronicle  

"Hoerig in Trumbull County Jail" 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best Explanatory Reporting 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

Ed Balint 

"A Man's Fascinating Tale Unravels 

into How He Bludgeoned His Wife" 

 

 

Exceptional attention to detail and the timeline that helped 

readers understand not just how but why the convicted killer 

did what he did. Well done! 

Second Place 

The Lima News  

"Driving Change" 

 

 

The Lima News gets high marks for its ambitious look at the 

changes in the mobility industry. The breadth of the coverage 

was impressive and led to the entry's ranking just for the 

effort to explain current and future changes 

Third Place 

Warren Tribune Chronicle  

Andy Gray 

"Dangers of Speaking Out" 

 

 

A good explanation of what happens when non-profits are 

expected to walk their talk. Not only do you hear the voices 

of those non-profit leaders, but you understand the laws 

governing 501(c)3 organizations and the pressures that come 

with speaking out. 
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Best Enterprise Reporting 

First Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Graig Graziosi 

"Predatory Land Contracts/Lawsuit" 

 

 

Solid watchdog reporting looking at predatory practices of 

local landlords taking advantage of the poor and vulnerable 

trying to become home owners. 

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Justin Wier and David Skolnick 

"Marchionda, Bozanich, Sammarone 

Indicted in Ongoing Corruption 

Probe" 

 

 

Five-part series from court documents, sources and more 

untangle a long-running criminal enterprise at city hall. 

Third Place 

The Canton Repository  

"Interstate 77" 

 

 

Nice in-depth coverage of a community development dream 

and the efforts needed to get there, along with the 

companies and infrastructure already ready for the future. 
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Best Investigative Reporting 

First Place 

The Lima News  

Josh Ellerbrock 

"NAACP Claims Not So Black and 

White" 

 

 

At a time when allegations and social media can overshadow 

the truth, it's even more incumbent on journalists to dig and 

find the truth. Here Ellerbrock spent countless hours with 

public records to find the facts for the community. 

Second Place 

The Canton Repository  

Shane Hoover 

"A Dead Stripper, a Cop and a Police 

Chief" 

 

 

Good work tracking a story the city would rather not have in 

the headlines, of a bad cop, his apparent girlfriend's overdose 

death and eventually his guilt on unrelated charges. 

 

Third Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Samantha Phillips 

"Liberty Pond Death" 

 

 

Good work on a tale of a botched homicide investigation not 

getting in the way of the investigator's promotion to police 

chief. Troubling. 

 

 

 

Best Full Page Design 

First Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

Robert McFerren 

 

 

Wonderful use of colors in the 1968 centerpiece. 

Second Place 

The Canton Repository  

B.J. Lisko 

"Home" 

 

 

Good use of body text in shape of Ohio. 

Third Place 

The Canton Repository  

David Manley 

"We Made It" 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Digital Project 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

 

 

Very creative story and presentation, telling stories of what 

people do with close-up photos of them doing the work with 

their hands. The ability to flip to see who the person is behind 

the hands is a bit of genius. It is a visual glimpse who makes 

up their community. 

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

"Election Coverage 2018/Vindy Live 

Debate" 

 

 

Lots of content in a single space, and it is a very easy for 

readers to find this and share this, an election central spot 

focused on the Ohio election. There is an emphasis on video 

and links to articles. 

Third Place 

The Canton Repository  

Shane Hoover 

"National Tractor Pull Champ" 

 

 

Lengthy video with quality editing and great sound mix. 

Strong finish with comment about entertainers. It's a strong 

video.  
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Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

The Canton Repository  

 

 

Main site is very organized and well presented. Great variety 

of content, especially with the audio offerings of podcasts 

and game streams. Facebook has a nice variety of content 

with photos included with all posts and strong videos driving 

audience to the page, and hence to then site and also 

improving brand awareness. Twitter is very visual. 

Second Place 

The (Youngstown) Vindicator  

 

 

A lot of content, much of it lists of headlines. It has a nice 

variety of content, including sections on people and society. It 

also has a clean navigation with a hamburger to click to 

expand. Most social posts had images, but not all, especially 

with the tweets. Additional community information is 

available through the valley24.com and the blitz. The golf 

page presents nice content to a narrow audience, and it is a 

very visual and clean appearance. 

Third Place 

The (Elyria) Chronicle-Telegram  

 

 

The main site presents much content and it appears with a 

strong visual presence. The social media sites display stories 

mostly with photos and includes urgent bits of news as they 

come in. Navigation is easy and the stories present other 

stories at the bottom so reader can continue to explore 

content, showing the audience the value of their visit and 

helping to keep them on the site learning more about their 

community. 

 

 

 


