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Winners in the 2018 North Carolina Associated Press News Excellence 

Awards:  

Division III:  

Thomas Wolfe Award - Division III (Only) 

First Place 

The News & Observer  

Andrew Carter 

"Their Community Lost Nearly 

Everything. Can a Football Team Give 

Them Hope?" 

 

Second Place 

Asheville Citizen-Times  

"Age of Addiction" 

 

 

 

Third Place 

The Charlotte Observer  

Tim Funk 

"Minister’s Daughters Ask: Why is 

Photo of our Father, a Pedophile, on 

a Church Wall?" 

 

 

 

The writer does an amazing job with sensory details that 

bring the reader in to the story and into the experiences of 

those involved. The way the story is framed around one day 

works really well. This is truly great writing. 

Walter Spearman Award - Division III 

  

First Place 

The Charlotte Observer  

Brendan Marks 

"Collection of Stories" 

 

Let's just say it was fun to read these exciting sentences 

woven together by a sports writer infused with excitement. 

The reporter also had the confidence to explore non-

traditional means of telling a story by letting the key players 

tell it themselves. He connects the dots with artful prose 

scattered throughout his stories. I felt like I was in the stands 

during Charlotte's coming of age. Keep being daring. 

Second Place 

Winston-Salem Journal 

Patrick Ferlise 

"You’ve Got This" 
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Senator Sam Award - Division III 

First Place 

The Fayetteville Observer  

"Challenging Government Secrecy" 

 

 

The tenacity in pursuit of transparency in a case in which a 

well-heeled businessman was obviously being protected by 

the judicial system is to be commended. Writing was crisp 

and clear. This profession must continue to demand 

accountability from government. Good job. The court case in 

particular will have longstanding ramifications.  

Column was excellent at pointing out the importance of local 

news.  

. 

Second Place 

Winston-Salem Journal  

Michael Hewlett, Sarah Newell and 

Wesley Young 

"Journal Seeks Shooting Footage" 

 

 

Dogged work on an issue that is polarizing many 

communities. Writers held agencies accountable but engaged 

in fair and thorough reporting. 

Third Place 

The Charlotte Observer  

Jane Wester and Anna Douglas 

"Open Records Fight" 

 

 

 

This was strong work but faced stiff competition. Keep up this 

important fight on accountability. 

  

Division II:  

O. Henry Award - Division II 

First Place 

The Gaston Gazette  

Kevin Ellis 

"Hard Time Hotel Closes Down" 

 

 

Every small city has a run-down motel or two like this, but 

rarely do you see a newspaper embed a journalist inside one 

to let everyone know there are 'everyday people,' including 

the elderly and children, living in here. But it's still a 

dangerous place, with needles, rats, prostitution and other 

crime. I wouldn't want this assignment. The reporting had a 

positive impact, generating help and other media attention 

when the guests, including some long-term residents, were 

evicted for demolition. 
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Second Place 

The Gaston Gazette  

Kevin Ellis 

"Roger Self Accused of Killing Two 

Family Members" 

 

 

Very well written, evidently on deadline, making it even more 

impressive. A pillar of the community-type person sinks into 

depression, doesn't get needed help, rams car into 

restaurant, killing/injuring family members, calling them evil. 

Reminds me of a school shooting. Draws attention to mental 

illness. Great reporting and story-telling. 

Third Place 

The High Point Enterprise  

Jimmy Tomlin 

"The Princess Papers" 

 

 

Who would have thought? A woman in your community 

learning that she very well might be the illegitimate daughter 

of the former Shah of Iran. Royalty. Good story telling. 

 

Walter Spearman Award - Division II 

  

First Place 

The High Point Enterprise  

Lee Sanderlin 

"Four Days in High Point" 

 

 

Very well thought out and written. I enjoyed the flow and 

outline, made it easy to follow. 

Second Place 

The High Point Enterprise  

Lee Sanderlin 

"Belton Recognized for Service to 

Community" 

 

 

 

 

Another well written piece. 

Division I:  

O. Henry Award - Division I 

First Place 

The Wilson Times  

Lisa Boykin Batts 

"A Secret Father" 

 

 

Very well-written feature. 
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Second Place 

The (Manteo) Coastland Times  

Gregory Clark 

"Remembering the November Day 

That Changed Everything" 

 

Enjoyed the first-hand account of living through life altering 

events such as this. Very descriptive. 

Third Place 

The Wilson Times  

Drew C. Wilson 

"Lamm's Station the Oldest Business 

in Sims" 

 

 

 

 

 

Division II, Division I:  

Senator Sam Award - Divisions I and II 

First Place 

The Wilson Times  

Corey Friedman 

"Schools' Policy Stifles Speech" 

 

 

Very well done. I am particularly impressed with the impact 

these editorials had both on the public and those in public 

office. I was able to follow along and quickly understand the 

issues even without reading the synopsis provided. 

Congratulations on being a champion of change in Wilson 

County. 

 


