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Volunteer to judge another state’s contest and receive a FREE one-year license to 
AP Stylebook. Interested? Contact Connie Mekus at cmekus_contractor@ap.org or 
515.669.4857. 

 
 
 
                       

 

 

 

 

Entries for the 2018 Iowa Associated Press Media Editors Newspaper Contest will be submitted 
using an online platform accessible at http://betternewspapercontest.com/2018-iowa-
newspaper.Below are instructions for submitting entries. Contest information and rules can be 
found at http://discover.ap.org/contests/iowa. If you have questions or problems, please contact 
Connie Mekus at cmekus_contractor@ap.org or 515.669.4857. 
 

Logging in for the first time: 
 

 

 DEADLINE 

Entries must be submitted by 5 p.m. Central, Friday, Dec. 7, 2018, without exception. 
 

 
 

Temporary password: Contest1 
 

 
❑ Visit http://betternewspapercontest.com/2018-iowa-newspaper and click the Enter the 

Contest Here button or visit https://betternewspapercontest.com and select 2018 Iowa 
APME Contest from the Select a Contest menu. 
 

❑ The temporary password is Contest1 (case sensitive). 

 
❑ If this is the first time your news organization is logging into the system for this year’s 

contest, you must select one contact who will be the primary person for submitting 

entries.  That person is the “Contestant Manager.” After the Contestant Manager submits 

two entries, they will be able to designate additional people who will be able to enter on 

behalf of your news organization. Those people will be called “Authorized Entrants.” 

 
 

JUDGES NEEDED! 
 

 

 
 

 

Iowa APME  Newspaper Contest 
  

 

2018 Contest Rules 
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❑ Step-by-step entry instructions for the Contestant Manager and Authorized Entrant can 

be found at http://betterbncsupport.com.   
 
❑ IMPORTANT NOTE ON PASSWORDS: Entries preferably will not be behind a paywall 

or password-protected area. If they must be, provide username/password info in the 
Comments section of your entry. Test that the login works from computers outside your 
office. If your website requires a subscription after reading several stories please provide 
a login. Judges have had difficulty with password requirements in the past and will 
disqualify your entry if work samples are inaccessible. 
 

❑ For problems logging in, contact Connie Mekus at cmekus_contractor@ap.org, 
515.669.4857..  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

❑ AP Member news organizations are eligible to enter the contest. All entries must have 

been published, aired or posted in 2018. 

 
❑ No more than three names may be included per entry. If more than three people are 

involved in producing the work the award will be presented to the news organization. list 

staff in the entry credits.  

 
❑ First, second and third place awards will be given in newspaper categories. 

 
❑ There is no limit to the number of entries that can be made in each category unless 

otherwise noted. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

NEWSPAPER  
 

• Division I: Newspapers with an assessed weekly circulation of 24,999 or less 

• Division II: Newspapers with an assessed weekly circulation of 25,000 to 124,999 

• Division III: Newspapers with an assessed weekly circulation of125,000 or more 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBMISSIONS 

DIVISIONS 

http://betterbncsupport.com/
file:///C:/Users/cmekus/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/D9HHJDK2/cmekus_contractor@ap.org
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Base Fee per Newspaper 
 

Division I: $40 
 

Division II: $50 
 

Division III: $60 
 

Plus additional $8 per entry fee.  
 
 
Entry fees must be paid with a credit card directly through the BetterBNC site by clicking the 
“calculate entry fee” button from the manage entries screen. Entry fee must be paid before the 
contest deadline date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSPAPER CATEGORIES  

SPOT NEWS REPORTING 
Coverage of a single news event published in a single news publishing cycle. Can include 
sidebars. A letter explaining the circumstances of the reporting, such as the amount of time 
before the deadline, obstacles encountered and whether the story was sent to AP on-cycle, is 
encouraged.  
  
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING  
For a story or series of stories that uncovers important news or breaks new ground on a 
continuing story. Evidence of impact will be considered. A letter explaining the circumstances of 
the reporting, such as the amount of time before the deadline or obstacles encountered, is 
encouraged.  
  
BUSINESS  
For a single story or one day’s coverage of a business-related news event. Can include 
sidebars.  
  
EDITORIALS  
Judges will be asked to give extra consideration to entries on significant subjects that take 
courage to address, as well as writing clarity and persuasiveness. One editorial constitutes one 
entry.  

ENTRY FEES 

CATEGORIES 
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CONTINUING NEWS COVERAGE 
Stories representing a newspaper’s coverage of an ongoing event or news story. An example 
might be coverage of a drought. This award is made to the newspaper, not the writer or writers. 
Entries are limited to five days’ coverage (it doesn’t have to be consecutive days, but must be in 
the contest year).  
 
INTERPRETIVE STORY OR SERIES 
For a story or series of stories that goes beyond routine coverage to provide greater 
understanding or awareness of an issue.  
  
GENERAL FEATURES  
Recognizing the dedication to the craft of feature writing.  
  
BUSINESS FEATURES 
For non-spot stories focusing on business.  

LIFESTYLE FEATURES 
Any lifestyle-oriented story.  

SPORTS SPOT NEWS  
Coverage of a single story published in a single news cycle. Can include sidebars. A letter 
explaining the circumstances of the reporting, such as the amount of time prior to deadline or 
obstacles encountered, is encouraged.  
 
SPORTS FEATURE 
Sports human interest, current events, etc. One story is one entry. 
 
SPORTS ENTERPRISE 
A story or series of stories, on the same subject, dealing with trends, issues, personalities, 
original ideas that shed new light on issues in the world of sports. 
     
SPOT NEWS PHOTO 
A spot picture of dramatic news value, of unplanned news.  
  
GENERAL NEWS PHOTO 
A picture of a scheduled or anticipated event, made to add an extra dimension to the news 
report of a non-emergency situation.  
  
FEATURE PHOTO 
A picture providing a fresh view of the commonplace, usually a “found” situation, with strong 
human interest. Can include portrait and personality photography. 
  
BUSINESS PHOTO 
For a photo dealing with a business-related event.  
 
PICTURE STORY 
A series or sequence of pictures illustrating the various aspects of a single subject or event.  
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SPORTS ACTION  
For a photo of on-field action by players or fans.  
 
SPORTS FEATURE  
For a feature photo taken at a sports-related event.  
 
NEWS GRAPHICS 
One entry consists of one graphic that helped to tell a news story, such as a map, graph or 
chart.  

SPECIAL AWARDS  

 
NEWSWRITING SWEEPSTAKES 
This is not a separate category to enter and carries no additional entry fee. The winning 
newspaper will be determined based on overall performance in the contests newswriting 
categories.  

PHOTO SWEEPSTAKES 
This is not a separate category to enter and carries no additional entry fee. The winning 
newspaper will be determined based on overall performance in the contests photo categories. 

FIRST AMENDMENT AWARD 
Newspapers from all divisions will compete with one another for the First Amendment Award. A 
newspaper may submit only one entry, which should consist of no more than 10 exhibits. This 
award is to recognize outstanding efforts on First Amendment issues, including coverage of 
these issues, commentary (columns or editorials) or public service efforts (including 
such things as legal action). A cover letter explaining the newspaper’s effort should be included. 

BILL WUNDRAM AWARD FOR COLUMN WRITING 
One award, named after the longtime columnist for the Quad-City Times in Davenport, will be 
given to the writer whose columns best exemplifies the spirit of the people of Iowa. The contest 
is open to columnists from any section of the newspaper. Please submit three columns. Entries 
will be judged by a committee of journalists within the state. This award carries a $150 cash 
prize and a plaque. (Limit: Three entries) 

IOWA MARK TWAIN AWARD 
Chosen by the staff of the Iowa AP bureau, this newspaper member embodies the cooperative 
spirit and support that helps the AP carry out its mission of providing up-to-the-minute news and 
photos to members in Iowa and the world. 
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▪ For purposes of this contest, The Associated Press assessed weekly circulation figures 
have been used. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

NEWSPAPER CIRCULATION 

The Des Moines Register               829,322          
(Dubuque) Telegraph Herald      178,238 
Quad-City Times          310,750 
Sioux City Journal       235,517 
Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier      210,500 
 

Atlantic News Telegraph     16,456 
(Centerville) Ad Express and Daily Iowegian     9,385 
Charles City Press      15,000 
(Cherokee) Chronicle Times       7,737 
Creston News Advertiser     18,000 
The Fairfield Ledger      19,000 
Fort Madison Daily Democrat     20,089 
(Keokuk) Daily Gate City     20,503 
Le Mars Daily Sentinel       9,750 
Mt. Pleasant News        9,845 
Newton Daily News      19,386 
(Oelwein) Register      12,226 
Oskaloosa Herald      10,450 
The (Spencer) Daily Reporter       9,846 
The Washington Evening Journal    19,000 
(Webster City) Daily Freeman-Journal     11,650 

 

Division III 
125,000 or more 

Division I 
24,999 or less 

The (Burlington) Hawk Eye    114,825 
(Carroll) Daily Times Herald                 29,993 
Clinton Herald        50,001 
The (Council Bluffs) Nonpareil     70,150 
The (Fort Dodge) Messenger      95,807 
Iowa City Press-Citizen                 66,999  
(Mason City) Globe Gazette    110,895 
(Marshalltown) Times-Republican         51,464 
The Ottumwa Courier       44,834 
 

Division II 
25,000 to 124,999   


