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2017 Winners and Judges’ Comments 

 

 

 

Best of Show - Writing 

 

Philadelphia Media Network 

Mike Newall 

Columns 

 

 

 

 

Best of Show - Photography 

 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Stephanie Strasburg and  

Steven Mellon 

"The OD Road" 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding News Operation – Television I 

 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

 

 

 

 

Outstanding News Operation – Television II 

 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding News Operation – Radio I 

 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  
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First Amendment Award - Newspapers 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

“Rep. Tim Murphy Coverage”  

 

 

Superb work. A reporter, working her sources, gets a tip and 

goes to work. The newspaper exercises its First Amendment 

rights in the legal system. The outcome resounds from 

Pennsylvania to Washington to all across America as a "holier 

than thou" Congressman is exposed not only for an affair, but 

for private behavior that proves his public stance hollow. 

Damn fine reporting. 

 

 

First Amendment Award - Broadcast 

 

WHTM-TV, Harrisburg  

Amanda St. Hilaire 

"Fighting for Your Right to Know" 

 

 

This station and its outstanding reporting show a sustained 

commitment to open government and the public's right to 

know. The towing stories alone were worthy of honors, and 

the full package presented is terrific. Bonus points for the 

report on low participation at county meetings. The public is 

well-served by the determined and persistent watchdog 

reporting of WHTM-TV. 

 

 

Paul Vathis Memorial Photography Portfolio Award 

First Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

Butch Comegys 

 

 

Tough decision but in the end this portfolio demonstrated 

more versatility in its diversity of images. 
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Division IV:  

Best Full-Page Design 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Daniel Marsula 

"Family, Faith, Football, Those Are 

My Priorities" 

 

 

Elegant but -- with typographic choices -- tough. Beautiful 

environmental portrait. Good balance between subject and 

type block. Nice contrast between wide headline and 

narrower small display/text. Toned-down headline lets lighter 

figure come to the forefront. 

 

Second Place 

PennLive/The Patriot-News   

Sean McKeown-Young 

"I-78 Pileup" 

 

Good mix of illustration, type and photo. Good variety in 

typography and a strong composition architecture. 

Information clearly packaged.  

 

Best Spot News Coverage  

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Stephen J. Nesbitt and Steph 

Chambers 

"A Good Call: MLB Umpire Saves 

Suicidal Woman" 

 

 

Beautifully told story. Attempted suicide is always tricky, this 

was an interesting way to get at how a stranger can make the 

difference... I especially liked that you got the ump before the 

game. 

 

 

 

Second Place 

PennLive/The Patriot-News  

"Pre-Christmas Shooting in 

Downtown Harrisburg" 

 

Good use of all the tools at hand to track a scary situation. 
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Best General News Reporting  

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Bill Schackner 

“The Campus Divide” 

 

 

Really terrific sustained coverage, well supported with data, 

excellent compelling story choices and really nice writing. 

Second Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

William Bender 

"Corruption at the Philadelphia 

Parking Authority" 

 

 

Just excellent, persistent reporting on an OMG topic. Nice, 

clear writing. 

 

Best Investigative Reporting  

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"The Land Alcoa Dammed" 

 

 

Really amazing reporting. I loved understanding the history, 

the economy, the environment. Thought the online graphics 

were really clear and helpful and the photo report was great. 

Second Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

"Toxic City: Tainted Soil" 

 

 

Such an excellent example of advocacy journalism and 

persistence. Beautiful writing, interesting sourcing. Great 

mapping and impact. 

 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting  

First Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Ronnie Polaneczky 

"Falling Off the Cliff" 

 

 

 

Lovely writing. Amazing sourcing. Tender portrayal of really 

difficult topic without being sappy. Really excellent work. 
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Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Peter Smith 

“An Anxious Existence” 

 

 

I loved this entry. I thought there had been no new ground to 

trod on this topic, and yet you found it. 

 

 

 

 

Best Special Section 

First Place 

PennLive/The Patriot-News   

John Luciew and Jen Cieslak 

"Addicted Towns of PA." 

 

 

Nice global work that made excellent use of mapping in the 

online component in particular. 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"Riding OD Road" 

 

 

Super compelling.  

 

Best Public Service - Newspapers 

First Place 

PennLive/The Patriot-News   

"Addicted Towns of Pa./Opioids" 

 

 

This entry was distinguished by its comprehensive coverage 

of the opioid crisis, and how it has affected communities 

throughout the state. The reporting and writing delved 

deeply into the families affected by the drug scourge, and 

how communities have been ravaged by this epidemic. Part 

of the coverage also explained how a depressed economy 

plays a supporting role in this crisis. The newspaper's front 

page editorial focused community attention on the problem 

and what needs to be done about it. Central to this coverage 

was the fact that families from all walks of life can be touched 

by drug deaths, and how innocent victims, including a baby 

left to starve, turn out to be among the casualties. The series 

highlighted some success stories such as where law 

enforcement is having some positive outcomes, and a city 

where drug treatment programs were doing some good. This 

series is an outstanding example of a newspaper's 

commitment to public service. 
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Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

“Riding OD Road”  

 

 

This entry put a neighborhood under a microscope to show 

how the opioid epidemic can destroy part of a community. 

The series focused on those caught in the grip of drug 

addiction, and how authorities struggle to deal with the 

problem. Some of the subjects seem beyond help, unable to 

resist the need for the drugs that will accelerate their deaths. 

We read their stories and then watch when their bodies are 

discovered. This series did a good job of pointing out the 

need for stepping up drug investigations, calling for housing 

redevelopment and applauding the activities of the South 

Pittsburgh Opioid Action Coalition and the Post Overdose 

Response Team. This series is a good example of a 

newspaper's commitment to public service. 

 

Best Column 

First Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Mike Newall 

 

 

Powerful writing and precisely what column writing is all 

about. You brought it all home, which is where it needs to be 

for people to react. Well done. 

Second Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Ronnie Polaneczky 

 

 

Great writing, solid topics and firm approach.  

 

Best Feature Writing 

First Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Mike Newall 

"A Son's Addiction" 

 

 

Tremendous reporting, tremendous writing, tremendous 

impact. This piece brings home the pain and ugliness of the 

opioid epidemic in a way that cannot be ignored. Exceptional. 

Second Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Jason Nark 

"Deer-urine Farming" 

 

 

You had me with the flypaper and I kept reading. The topic 

was so quirky and the writing made it hard not to want to 

learn more. A different and novel approach. 
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Best Editorial Writing 

First Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Cynthia Burton 

 

 

Calling the powerful to task and incite the readers to 

solutions is precisely what the voice of a newspaper should 

be. Consideration and concern, capped by sound thinking and 

advice. Strong words that elicit strong actions. Nicely done. 

Second Place 

PennLive/The Patriot-News   

John Micek 

 

 

The prose is strong and the push to action definitive.  

 

 

 

 

Best Business Writing 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"Preparing for Chemical Valley: Life 

Between Two Shell Plans" 

 

 

Smart writing, terrific online graphics and poignant anecdotes 

give readers precisely what they expect from business pages: 

insight and perspective. Well done. 

Second Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Jacob Adelman 

"Failed Projects Litter Path to City 

Waterfront" 

 

 

Good old-fashioned digging always rises to the top. This story 

gave exactly what readers should expect from good 

journalism: perspective and depth. Nice job. 

 

 

Best Headline Writing 

First Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Joe Berkery 

 

 

Joe's tricky but impressive balance of familiar references, 

humanity and news-comment come through in his arresting 

headlines. 

Second Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Drew McQuade 

 

 

Entertaining, magnetic and (above all) efficient! 
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Best Digital Presentation  

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

 

 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette has created many high-quality 

ways to stay in tune with the news and projects from the 

newspaper's staff. From a mobile-friendly website to a 

creative Instagram account featuring archive photos, 

Pittsburgh residents and beyond have a valuable and 

engaging resource in the Post-Gazette. 

 

 

Second Place 

PennLive/The Patriot-News   

 

PennLive.com does a good job of engaging readers through 

specialized Facebook pages and creative use of other social 

media platforms. 

 

 

Best Multimedia Storytelling 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

"Riding OD Road" 

 

 

This project successfully incorporated, video, audio, stills and 

words into an in-depth look of drug overdoses. It told 

personal and heart wrenching stories. Nice analyses, which 

incorporated graphics. 

 

 

Second Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Maria Panaritis 

"Ungodly Pain" 

 

 

 

A very difficult story to tell, you can see they took their time 

with it to tell it right. The site was designed well, with side bar 

elements allowing for a deeper dive. It combined archival 

photos and video into the story to give it visual texture. 
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Best Sports Story 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Elizabeth Bloom 

"Pennsylvania Dirt Used in Most MLB 

Stadiums" 

 

 

Not a traditional sports story, but its sheer talker-value, 

playful yet informative tone and overall detail-driven 

narrative won me in the end. Out of all these stories, it's the 

one I continued thinking about long after reading it. 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Brian Batko 

"For Better, For Worse, Forever" 

 

 

A sad (and sadly common) story that's bettered in the 

compassionate, clear-eyed telling. 

 

Best Sports Feature Story 

First Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Matt Gelb 

"Investing in a Game of Chance" 

 

 

A beautiful display of the craft of sports feature writing. 

Details are king here and bring the readers to a place they'd 

never get to experience. 

Second Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

"Tackling Safety" 

 

 

A thoughtful, insightful and measured localization of a 

national story. This is timely and an immense public service.  

 

Best Sports/Outdoor Column 

First Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Marcus Hayes 

 

 

Direct, honed writing that clearly communicates ideas while 

intelligently connecting to the larger dialogues surrounding 

sports subjects. Timely but not trendy, which is an 

exceedingly difficult balance. 

Second Place 

PennLive/The Patriot-News   

David Jones 

 

 

Packed with insight, snarl and seemingly throwaway lines that 

come back to haunt you. 
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Best Illustration or Graphic 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Daniel Marsula 

"Dangerously Dependent" 

 

Strong graphic illustration with an elegant color palette. Good 

use of tech and death motifs to produce a cohesive visual. 

 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

James Hilston and Ed Yozwick 

"From Bauxite to Aluminum: The 

Land Alcoa Dammed" 

 

 

Excellent use of animation to isolate each part of the process. 

Nice simple drawing style keeps the focus on the information. 

Simple primary color palette with red used for the product 

keeps attention properly focused. Text well edited to just 

"what is necessary." 

 

 

Best Spot News Photo 

First Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Yong Kim 

"Making a Statement" 

 

 

As with all great photos, this one tells a rich story without 

saying a word. Regardless of the personal beliefs people bring 

to it, there's a complexity that escapes binary politics and 

assumptions. Stunning. 

 

 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Steph Chambers 

"One Totally Unexpected 

Moment with Dad" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The satisfying symmetry of this doesn't obscure the 

emotional impact of its subject matter, or the unmistakable 

joy being communicated in that little girl's face. Perfectly 

framed. 
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Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Steph Chambers 

"Hockey Fan Loses His Cool" 

 

 

 

Face to face to face viewing, with a perfect centerpiece 

figure, hands motion-blurred adding to the emotion. Tilted 

horizon adds to the unsettled nature of the viewers.  

Second Place 

Philadelphia Media Network  

Ed Hille 

"Soaking in the Moment" 

 

 

Nice moment. Humor accentuated by stoic figures in 

background and straight-laced uniforms.  

 

Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Peter Diana 

"Penguins Celebrate Another Cup" 

 

 

 

Good solid human emotion at the moment of a 

championship. Great timing. 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Matt Freed 

"A Very Hard Check" 

 

 

Nice freeze-frame action in what's one of the fastest sports. 

 

Best Photo Story 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Stephanie Strasburg and Steve 

Mellon 

"The OD Road" 

 

 

A strong photo story. The split image on the cover adds extra 

energy to the viewing with the eye moving more between the 

images than if it had been a single image. Nice pairings 

throughout with inside/outside views. Good distance variety -

- far, mid, close. An internal mini process story on page 3 was 

a nice extra. Good opening image and ender -- or a split ender 

with the mother's loss and the father's "hopeful" redemption. 
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Best Short Video 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Stephanie Strasburg 

"Saying Goodbye on Santron Avenue" 

 

 

Elegant, heartbreaking, smart and impressively efficient. 

Bringing me from neutral to near-tears in two minutes. 

 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Stephanie Strasburg 

"Inspiration Behind the Tower of 

Voices at Flight 93 Memorial" 

 

 

The visual chops of this impressionistic piece are crystal clear. 

 

Best Long Video 

First Place 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

Steve Mellon and Stephanie 

Strasburg 

"1601 Brighton Road" 

 

 

Superb cinematography. The lighting, the camera work, the 

close-ups, the cut-ins from the neighborhoods, the time-lapse 

footage -- all done at the highest of standards. As skillful as 

the images are, they never overshadow the stories the people 

interviewed tell. Outstanding work. 

 

 

 

Second Place 

PennLive/The Patriot-News   

Daniel Zampogna 

"15 Years after the Boyd Knouse DUI 

Tragedy" 

 

 

A heartbreaking story revisited with the perspective of many 

angles and many years, skillfully and fairly told. Powerful 

interviews with all subjects, especially with the first 

responder. 
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Division III:  

Best Full-Page Design 

First Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

"Grief in Las Vegas" 

 

 

Excellent, bold presentation of a hard news event. Great 

dominant art, info graphic, stories and refers. All well-placed 

and clean. A very strong, eye-catching and informative page. 

Kudos to everyone who had a hand in its content and design. 

It's the kind of page readers will remember. 

 

Second Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

Chris Emlet 

"Living" 

 

 

Whimsical presentation. Great pics and love the secondary 

art leading you down into the story, falling off like a family 

photo page. Great picture of child in plane and using it with a 

sky background; what great expression on his face. Makes we 

want to visit. 

 

 

Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

David Singleton and Joseph Kohut 

"Calculated Carnage" 

 

 

Reporters at The Times-Tribune leaped into action early 

Thursday morning after learning of a horrific mass shooting in 

rural Wyoming County. The result was a series of stories in 

the next day’s paper that not only told readers what 

happened, but also highlighted the impact on the community 

and offered a glimpse into the deranged mind of the killer 

and the indescribable suffering of the victims’ families.  

 

Second Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

"Officer Shaw Shooting" 

 

 

The Tribune Review got it right with the dedicated coverage 

to police officer Brian Shaw. So many times, we as journalists 

focus this type of effort on the movers and shakers of the 

world (and rightly so) but, forget about the everyman. The 

Tribune Review’s coverage of Shaw, the folks knew him and 

his impact on the community is commendable. Rather than 

focusing just on his death, the paper brought the officer to 

life with stories of the hometown guy with the big heart, 

quick wit and soft spot for kids. 
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Best General News Reporting  

First Place 

The (Allentown) Morning Call  

“A Disposable Child” 

 

Outstanding work covering a horrific -- and unimaginable -- 

tragedy. This entry succeeded on so many levels. The 

narrative storytelling about the crime is clear and with 

impact. The extra effort to travel to North Carolina paid off in 

heart-breaking ways. But what sent this over the top was the 

way Morning Call also seized the watchdog opportunity here 

to expose the failures of the child welfare system. 

Congratulations of some very fine journalism. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

"Calculated Carnage" 

 

 

This package of stories really stood out for its ambition and 

its relentless pursuit of trying to get to the bottom of the 

killer's motivations and to try to not only make sense of the 

tragedy but use this as a moment to advocate for change. 

Congratulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS 

2017 Winners and Judges’ Comments 

 

 

Best Investigative Reporting 

First Place 

(Levittown) Bucks County Courier 

Times  

Kyle Bagenstose and Jenny Wagner 

"Unwell Water" 

 

 

The Courier Times continued its groundbreaking coverage of 

the use of toxic firefighting foam at military bases and the 

impact on local water supplies by asking "What did they 

know?" and "When did they know it? exposing shocking 

willful inaction that risked lives. The Times proved the 

Department of Defense knew of the likelihood for 

contamination from firefighting foam into water supplies 

nearly 20 years before taking action, and, in fact, willfully 

kept using the foam once advised not to by the EPA. Once the 

DOD was forced to take action, The Times also proved the 

military inexplicably stopped testing water samples at 

artificial township-line boundaries, while also missing testing 

some properties within those boundaries.  

When the Department of Defense dragged its feet on FOIA 

requests, the paper used sourcing to obtain hundreds of 

military records that shed light on the issue. The result was a 

treasure trove of well-written and well-told stories woven 

together with facts, figures, expert opinion and anecdotes 

from victims all supported by extensive graphics. The paper's 

dogged, thorough reporting has been a public service not 

only for Pennsylvania but also to communities in 19 states 

with potentially contaminated ground water from a million 

gallons of pumped poison. 
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Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Nicole C. Brambila 

"Coming Clean" 

 

 

Nicole Brambila and the Reading Eagle took a simple plea on 

social media and showed what a determined reporter and 

news organization can do for a community. Through a two-

part series and subsequent coverage, the Reading Eagle held 

the EPA and Exide Technologies accountable for failing to 

properly clean up properties contaminated by lead, poked 

holes in (shredded might be a better term) testing models 

used by the EPA, pushed back on the EPA about what 

constitutes contamination, and demonstrated the 

department used outdated models for contamination levels 

for children. The paper’s brilliant decision to partner with 

Metropolitan State University in Denver opened up resources 

seldom seen in local journalism today. Coupled with 

Brambila’s old-fashioned gum-shoe reporting, willingness to 

knock on countless doors to find victims and get her hands 

(literally) dirty, the Reading Eagle proved its incomparable 

value to the community. 

 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting  

First Place 

Reading Eagle  

Nicole C. Brambila 

"Failing Care" 

 

 

 

 

Second Place 

(Levittown) Bucks County Courier 

Times  

Marion Callahan and Jo Ciavaglia 

"Born into Addiction" 
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Best Special Section 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

"The Vietnam War" 

 

 

I was captivated by this entry from start to finish. The people, 

the stories, photos, graphics and design make this a must 

read. It introduces the war and its impact to a new generation 

through the experiences of those who were there. The online 

presentation was outstanding and easy to navigate. If you 

were there, this section rekindles an era. Too young? This 

section put you there. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

"Outlook 2017: Turning a Corner - 

The Rebirth of Our Downtowns" 

 

 

Downtown revitalization, an issue that spans generations and 

has many complex components, is a daunting topic. This 

entry without a doubt gave readers the information to 

understand the economic factors and history behind the state 

of Main Street and very real reasons to be hopeful. Such a 

difficult topic laid out and displayed in a very readable way is 

a testament to staff planning and hard work. You made it look 

easy in print and online. 

 

 

Best Public Service 

First Place 

Reading Eagle  

Nicole C. Brambila 

"Coming Clean" 

 

 

The series serves as a shining example of the power of 

journalism. The newspaper's commitment was evident in its 

partnership with a researcher and the payment of nearly 

$3,000 in expenses. The reporting was thorough; the writing 

smart and fair. The visuals were helpful and compelling. And 

the impact was clear: EPA tested more sites for lead, 

including sites that were outside the original consent decree. 

EPA also said it would review its decades-old remediation 

model. Two areas were soon remediated following the 

publication. 

 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS 

2017 Winners and Judges’ Comments 

 

 

Second Place 

(Levittown) Bucks County Courier 

Times  

Kyle Bagenstose and Jenny Wagner 

"Unwell Water" 

 

 

This is what strong journalism looks like: an enduring 

commitment to uncovering secrets that affect the public's 

well-being, and ensuring the community is aware of both 

problems and solutions. Great work. 

 

Best Column 

First Place 

Erie Times-News  

Pat Howard 

 

 

Clear, well-written, prescient topics relevant to readers and 

outsiders alike. Good mix of topics. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Ron Southwick 

 

 

Nice job taking big, national topics and zeroing in on why 

they're just as important locally. 

 

Best Feature Writing 

First Place 

Reading Eagle  

Jamie Klein 

"Caring to the End" 

 

 

Well-written, thoroughly sourced. Head and shoulders above 

many of the others in this competition. 

Second Place 

(Levittown) Bucks County Courier 

Times  

Peg Quann 

"Mystery Malady" 

 

 

Reported in-depth with several sources. Does a good job of 

showing humanity of the topic. 
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Best Editorial Writing 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

Suzanne Cassidy 

 

 

Clear and concise. Smart design, too. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Jerry Reimenschneider 

 

 

 

 

Strongly argued and well-written 

Best Business Writing 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

Ad Crable 

"MILKED: Plain Sect Farmers Fear 

They are Being Forced Out of the 

Dairy Business" 

 

 

The reporter demonstrated deep knowledge and sourcing, 

resulting in an article that seems likely to have influenced the 

public policy debate over milk production in Pennsylvania. 

Second Place 

(Levittown) Bucks County Courier 

Times  

Crissa Shoemaker Debree 

"Sheltered Livelihood" 

 

 

This is an excellent report on a proposed rule change that 

would affect a largely overlooked and invisible segment of 

the workforce. It gives voice to people who have little clout in 

business and government. 

 

Best Headline Writing 

First Place 

Reading Eagle  

Garry Lenton 

 

 

Plenty of puns abound in this competition, but Garry Lenton's 

entry stood out. The headlines were clever, but also very 

much on-point with the content of the story. 

Second Place 

The (Allentown) Morning Call  

Bill Savage 

 

 

Some nice work here by Bill Savage who used puns, 

alliteration and a nice familiarity with the content to creates 

some effective and clever headlines. 
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Best Digital Presentation - Newspapers 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

 

 

Clean and clear website with strong social media pages. 

Facebook wasn't just a link dump but, the posts had well 

thought out text to drive home the headline. 

 

 

Second Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

 

 

The website was easily navigable and each separate Facebook 

page was clean and had thoughtful posts. The main Instagram 

account was updated and used video as well as stills. 

 

 

Best Multimedia Storytelling 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

"Vietnam" 

 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Susan L. Angstadt 

"Caring to the End: How Hospice 

Changes the Way We Die" 
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Best Sports Story 

First Place 

The (Allentown) Morning Call  

Nick Fierro 

"Fan Fouls: Something Needs to 

Give" 

 

 

 

 

Concrete examples delineate the big-picture problem of bad 

high school sports fans. 

Second Place 

The(Wilkes-Barre) Citizens' Voice  

Eric Shultz 

"Coming to a Head" 

 

 

Well-written, complete and balanced look at a current issue. 

 

 

Best Sports Feature Story 

First Place 

Reading Eagle  

Mike McGovern 

"Perspective Drives His Court of 

Dreams" 

 

 

Right from the start of this story, I could tell that it would be 

about so much more than Lonnie Walker IV as a basketball 

player - and what followed did not disappoint. The quotes in 

the story were powerful and showed the time that was taken 

to develop a connection and hone in on the essence of this 

young man. There were some very nice plays on words with 

basketball, but in no way contrived. The story, as a whole, 

struck a beautiful balance telling me about Walker on and off 

the court, just as Walker seems to achieve in his life. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

Donnie Collins 

"Cycle of Life" 

 

 

An incredibly powerful and beautiful lead to the story that 

conveyed the suspense and anticipation - who is going to 

burst from the trees? It transitioned well to show that this 

story would be about much more, though, who is beneath 

the yellow jersey. The writing was very strong, something 

many should aspire to, and achieved a great balance between 

Zack Rundell's past and present. 
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Best Sports/Outdoor Column 

First Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

Donnie Collins 

 

 

Love the people/life focus of the work. They have challenges. 

They have dreams. We learn what motivates the subjects of 

his columns; we cheer for them to succeed through Donnie 

Collins' superb storytelling. We hope we see some of them, 

what motivates them, in us. 

 

Second Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Kevin Gorman 

 

 

Sharp, well-informed and insightful writing. Enjoyed the ease 

with which Kevin Gorman seemingly moves among baseball, 

football, hockey. He has a point to make, and he takes the 

reader though to the end, understanding why we landed 

where we did. Particularly enjoyed reading about Dan 

Rooney's missed presence with the Steelers, that connection 

and bond that makes sports resonate beyond the field. 

 

 

Best Illustration or Graphic 

First Place 

Reading Eagle  

Bob Schneider 

"Gerrymandering" 

 

 

Clean and informative in a fun, new way. A lot of information 

presented on one page. Takes a complex issue and makes it 

easy to understand in a visual way. 

Second Place 

Reading Eagle  

Craig Schaffer 

"Penn Street Bridge" 

 

 

We appreciate the work that went into the illustration and 

web presentations. Nice use of mapping and secondary 

information. 
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Best Spot News Photo 

First Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

Dan Marschka 

"Reignited" 

 

 

Powerful image. The flame behind them, the firefighter giving 

direction; it feels like the roof might go out underneath them 

at any moment and I really feel the danger of their situation. 

Second Place 

York Daily Record/Sunday News  

Chris Dunn 

"Searching for Survivors" 

 

 

The vastness of their mission really struck me with this image. 

It gives me an emotional attachment to their purpose, that 

they must succeed despite what appears in this picture to be 

unfair odds. 

 

Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

Butch Comegys 

"Lucky Duck" 

 

 

A unique find that made us laugh. Attention grabbing, 

technically sound in both composition and exposure. 

Second Place 

(Lancaster) LNP  

Suzette Wenger 

"Rehearsal Revue" 

 

 

An interesting use of reflection that added visual interest in 

an otherwise mundane situation. 

 

Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Chaz Palla 

"Hockey Celebration" 

 

 

 

A beautiful photo of sports celebration. The black and white 

toning was a nice touch, helping the viewer go straight to the 

woman with her arms up and cheering. 

Second Place 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune  

Christopher Dolan 

"Warrior Wrestling" 

 

 

Props to the photographer for going up high to get this shot. 

The graphicness of this image made us pause. The image 

looked great on the news page as well. 
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Best Photo Story 

First Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Chaz Palla 

"Robert Morris Hockey 

Championship" 

 

 

 

This story was the most complete. Not only did it offer great 

game action visuals but moments of where no one else could 

go. We appreciate the effort to go beyond the obvious and 

tell the story of the team. 

Second Place 

York Daily Record/Sunday News  

Chris Dunn 

"Coptic Christians Find a Home in 

York" 

 

 

Interesting subject and variety of images. There were some 

nice moments, a great use of light and also a complete story. 

 

Best Short Video 

First Place 

York Daily Record/Sunday News  

Kate Penn 

"A Father's Last Words to His 10-

year-old Son" 

 

 

 

This video takes the viewer into the most emotionally 

wrenching experience a father can have. It required trust and 

access on the front end and skillful editing on the back end. 

Second Place 

York Daily Record/Sunday News  

Jason Plotkin 

"Dinner and a Show" 

 

 

This dynamic video goes beyond the routine and shows a 

diner's operation to be more interesting than one might 

expect. 
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Best Long Video 

First Place 

(Greensburg) Tribune-Review  

Andrew Russell 

"He's the Strongest Man We Know" 

 

 

This is a great video/story that required a lot of time and 

effort over an extended period. It shows the value of getting 

embedded early and investing the time to tell a complete 

story. The production quality was top notch and fit well with 

the subject matter.  

 

 

 

Second Place 

York Daily Record/Sunday News  

Kate Penn 

"As Son Dies, Father Tries to Fit a 

Lifetime into Months" 

 

 

This was another incredible video that was simple but 

evocative. It also benefited from excellent production, 

including images, framing and music that worked perfectly 

with the story. A great piece of work. 

 

 

Division II:  

Best Full-Page Design 

First Place 

Beaver County Times  

Steve Hughes 

"Gold Standard" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Beaver County Times  

Steve Hughes 

"Show Me the Money" 
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Best Spot News Coverage  

First Place 

(Washington) Observer-Reporter  

"Uptown Terror" 

 

 

The whole newsroom stepped up on this dramatic story with 

both spot visuals and a main story that captured the 

immediate action and the story that had been waiting to 

happen. 

Second Place 

(Hazleton) Standard-Speaker  

"Blizzard Coverage" 

 

 

Full coverage and excellent history-repeating-itself design on 

Page One. 

 

Best General News Reporting  

First Place 

York Dispatch  

Jason Addy 

"Mayor Bracey" 

 

 

This reporter's investigation and thorough coverage of what 

started as a story about crime, drug addiction and a 

victimized mayor led to the discovery of ethics violations and 

misconduct in the handling of city money, ultimately leading 

to a change in the city's leadership. 

 

Second Place 

York Dispatch  

Liz Evans Scolforo 

"Jodie Tierney Case" 

 

 

This is an example of exceptional continuing trial coverage, 

going beyond the courtroom to examine the deeper 

ramifications for the community and players involved. 

 

Best Investigative Reporting  

First Place 

York Dispatch  

David Weissman 

"Special Report: York County Prison" 

 

 

This investigative report examines the human impact and 

fiscal impact of an issue that would have otherwise gone 

unnoticed, and it inspired action. 

 

 

 

Second Place 

York Dispatch  

David Weissman and Junior Gonzalez 

"Helen Thackston Charter School" 

 

 

Investigative reporting helped unravel the depth of problems 

at a charter school in turmoil to add another dimension to 

excellent ongoing coverage. 
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Best Enterprise Reporting  

First Place 

Beaver County Times  

Andrew Chiappazzi and Daveen Rae 

Kurutz 

“Checks Without Balances” 

 

 

Excellent choice of subject. Reporters identified a subject -- 

booster clubs -- that operates largely without oversight yet 

play an important role in public school sports funding. Good 

use of Freedom of Information and financial figures. Series is 

also strengthened by broadening to include coaches' salaries. 

Excellent organization and tight writing throughout. 

Second Place 

(Uniontown) Herald-Standard  

Mike Tony 

"The Opioid Epidemic: A Human Toll" 

 

 

A comprehensive look at the terrible toll of the opioid 

epidemic in the paper's readership area. All conceivable 

sources were reached and the story was humanized. The 

inclusion of the financial toll -- for example, the cost of 

funerals for people who die of overdoses -- was excellent and 

unexpected. 

 

 

 

Best Special Section 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

John Zaktansky and Tricia Kline 

"#ValleyMusicals" 

 

 

 

 

Great idea, great execution. Easy to navigate, well organized, 

with excellent topics. Nice art throughout. Outstanding 

section. 

Second Place 

Williamsport Sun-Gazette  

"2017 Election Guide" 

 

 

Excellent, informative content. Good idea for a special 

section. Stories are easy to read and useful. Art isn't exciting, 

but it's politics.  
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Best Public Service 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

"Protecting Our Children" 

 

 

A comprehensive and collaborative series on an important 

topic, especially in the state of Jerry Sandusky, this series 

dealt with not just sexual abuse, but drug-addicted parents, 

the difficulty of finding quality childcare programs, social 

workers, cyberbullying, guns and educational challenges. 

Videos were added value. The articles got results, in changes 

proposed or enacted to try to protect children. A tour de 

force. 

Second Place 

The (Pottstown) Mercury  

Evan Brandt 

“Medical Marijuana” 

 

 

The arrival of medical marijuana in Pennsylvania presented 

the opportunity to look at it from many angles: the rush to 

grow it or build dispensaries, the application process, the 

locations proposed, the quality of the law, the hopes of the 

patients. In richly reported detail that ventures outside their 

normal coverage area, the series acts as a primer for readers 

about what medical marijuana means for the state and its 

residents. 

 

Best Column 

First Place 

Beaver County Times  

Lisa Micco 

 

 

Beautifully written, these touching, personal columns are told 

from the heart, but also appeal to the head. The story about 

paper routes mixes with the story of the problems of a new 

delivery system; the emotionally told story of an owl omen 

and her father's death was intertwined with turmoil at the 

newspaper; the death of a high school classmate of her 

daughter's and the lessons she left behind bring tears. 

Second Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Dennis Lyons 

 

 

Short and to the point, these columns shine light on not just 

the news business, but people's lives as well. 
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Best Feature Writing 

First Place 

The (Sharon) Herald  

Renee Carey 

"Tommy's Gift" 

 

 

Much is said about bullying but, this story goes beyond the 

generalizations to show up close the devastating impact of 

bullying on a young boy. The writer utilizes strong storytelling 

skills to unfold the narrative leading up to Tommy's suicide. 

It's a riveting account that holds the reader's attention and 

reveals hard truths. The well-reported story delves into all the 

resources used by the boy, who had ADHD, and his parents 

and the conflict over medicating children. The writer captures 

both Tommy's struggle and that of his parents to help him. 

 

Second Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Eric Scicchitano 

"Putting a Face to Recovery" 

 

 

Through interviews with a young mother and her family 

members, the writer captures the struggle the woman faces 

recovering from addiction. The story puts a face on the 

challenge and what it means to both the woman and her 

family. The reporter might consider following up with her a 

year later and including a sidebar with stats on recovery 

rates. 

 

 

Best Editorial Writing 

First Place 

York Dispatch  

Gayle Eubank 

 

 

Gayle Eubank of the York Dispatch shows range as a writer 

and folds the community adroitly to the larger social and 

political landscape. 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Beaver County Times  

Tom Bickert 

 

 

Tom Bickert of the Beaver County Times makes a strong, 

consistent case for accountability in public service. 
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Best Business Writing 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

John Zaktansky 

"Gilson Snowboards" 

 

 

This was a compelling, captivating story that told the story of 

a budding business in an engaging way. I got to the end of the 

story and instantly wanted to see another story or learn more 

about the business. 

 

Second Place 

(Washington) Observer-Reporter  

Liz Rogers 

"Taking the Cake" 

 

 

Beautiful and visual story-telling that made me feel like I was 

there, sampling a bite of cupcake. 

 

Best Headline Writing 

First Place 

Beaver County Times  

 

 

In a contest full of puns, these rise to the level of clever word 

play: faithful to the content and tone of the stories, 

complementary to the art. Loved "Hello Corgeous" in 

particular. 

 

Second Place 

(Hazleton) Standard-Speaker  

Mark Katchur 

 

 

With brutal counts, these editorial headlines capture the 

relevant position and subject seemingly without effort. It's a 

shame "hemp day" didn't appear on a Wednesday. 

 

 

Best Digital Presentation - Newspapers 

First Place 

(State College) Centre Daily Times  

 

 

The use of video is prominent throughout the website. It 

transported the reader to the scene and I clicked no matter 

what it was. Very effective with breaking news. 

 

 

Second Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  
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Best Multimedia Storytelling 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Marcia Moore and Robert Inglis 

 

 

 

Second Place 

York Dispatch  

Patrick Strohecker and Elijah Armold 

"Teen Battling Cystic Fibrosis a True 

Leader" 

 

 

 

Best Sports Story 

First Place 

The (Pottstown) Mercury  

Thomas Nash 

"The Big Picture: Coach Pennypacker 

Retires" 

 

 

A deep look at a departing football coach. The reader really 

gets a sense of the impact Coach Pennypacker had on his 

players, on and off the field. In addition to a powerful photo 

of the coach walking off the field as his team celebrates in the 

background, the story is literally framed with quotes from a 

wide range of people who Pennypacker inspired. 

Second Place 

(Washington) Observer-Reporter  

Eleanor Bailey 

"Senior League is a Hit" 

 

 

Fun story with nice color and a good mix of sources. 

The included video helped bring the story to life. 
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Best Sports Feature Story 

First Place 

The (Pottstown) Mercury  

Thomas Nash 

"The Big Picture: Coach Pennypacker 

Retires" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Beaver County Times  

Marsha Keefer 

"From Pro Player to Altruistic Coach" 

 

 

 

 

Best Sports/Outdoor Column 

First Place 

Williamsport Sun-Gazette  

Chris Masse 

 

 

Columnist puts an interesting light on an array of topics — 

including a game that ended in darkness. Excellent balance of 

color and presentation of facts. 

Second Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

John Zaktansky 

 

 

Columnist offers a knowledgeable take on hunting and 

outdoors subjects. He provides strong anecdotes. His account 

of the poor sportsmanship of three would-be hunters would 

be interesting to hunter and non-hunter alike. 
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Best Illustration or Graphic 

First Place 

Williamsport Sun-Gazette  

Tim Wertz 

"Big League Visit" 

 

 

Clean, clear and fun. The lighthearted look of the illustration 

complements the for-fun nature of the event. 

Second Place 

Beaver County Times  

Mary Beth Eastman 

"Beaver County is for Lovers" 

 

 

Simple, effective and informative. Art is nicely balanced with 

text and can learn something quick while having their senses 

teased. 

 

Best Spot News Photo 

First Place 

(Washington) Observer-Reporter  

Celeste Van Kirk 

"Uptown Terror" 

 

 

The body language of the two subjects and the expression 

and condition of the victim at this exact moment captured by 

the photographer sum up the essence of the trauma 

experienced in this building collapse, even without any rubble 

appearing in the frame. 

Second Place 

(Bloomsburg) Press Enterprise  

Jimmy May 

"Brush Fire Destroys Home" 

 

 

The photographer skillfully puts the intensity of this fire event 

into perspective by observing and capturing the sheer 

exhaustion of a firefighter as flames rage on in the 

background. Expert framing. 

 

Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Justin Engle 

 

 

Beautiful lighting and use of the subject. Really adds to the 

metaphor of the story. Wonderfully framed. Fantastic photo 

overall. 

Second Place 

Beaver County Times  

Sally Maxson 

"Gymnast" 
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Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

The (Pottstown) Mercury  

Austin Hertzog 

"Pottsgrove Head Coach Rick 

Pennypacker Walks Away" 

 

 

The photographer captured a moment that could've come 

from the movies — a retiring coach preparing to exit the field 

as his players celebrate in the background. The image is well 

composed and properly puts the focus on the coach's face. 

It's a stand-out image in a field with many great, emotional 

moments. 

Second Place 

Williamsport Sun-Gazette  

Mark Nance 

"Japan Beats Texas" 

 

 

This photo has great action as the photographer captured a 

diving play at the Little League World Series. The framing and 

perspective are great as it appears the player is leaping out of 

the page. The vibrant colors help make this photo pop. 

 

Best Photo Story 

First Place 

(Bloomsburg) Press Enterprise  

Jimmy May 

"Harvest from High Above" 

 

 

Innovative and unique way to present what could have been 

an uninteresting story. Made it more engaging and was 

literally a unique perspective. 

Second Place 

(Bloomsburg) Press Enterprise  

David Kennedy and Jimmy May 

"High of the Tigers" 

 

 

 

 

Best Short Video 

First Place 

Beaver County Times  

Gwen Titley 

"Betty Douglas Inspires with Her Art" 

 

 

Great job letting the subject tell her story. B-roll material was 

very strong of works of art, photographs and her performing. 

Enjoyable to watch. 

Second Place 

The (Sunbury) Daily Item  

Robert Inglis 

 

 

Reality hits home with this video that can happen anywhere, 

any day and any time. Not only students learned something 

from the mock demonstration but viewers as well. 
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Best Long Video 

First Place 

Beaver County Times  

Gwen Titley 

"Notorious Beaver County" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Beaver County Times  

Andrew Chiappazzi and Marina Weis 

"Let Us Play" 

 

 

 

 

Division I:  

Best Full-Page Design 

First Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  

Bradley Kreitzer 

 

 

The Sentinel's front-page design from their April 15-16 

Weekend Edition is dominated by a compelling image of a 

derailed train, with the main body text nicely wrapping under 

the arc of the rubble. A photo of community members' 

carrying a cross for the Good Friday Cross Walk is an eye-

catcher on the page's left corner, as is a photo of middle 

schoolers doing artwork at the center of the page. The page is 

balanced, flows well. 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Marta Gouger 

"9 Homeless After Fire" 

 

 

The Times News shared an incredibly clean, balanced, eye-

pleasing front page! Images are striking and the font 

consistency is outstanding. Of all entries, this page is possibly 

most deserving as an example of good page layout in a 

college textbook. 
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Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

Ellwood City Ledger  

Daveen Rae Kurutz 

"Ellport Man Shoots, Kills Home 

Intruder" 

 

 

Nice digging to get the first-hand account on the same day as 

the incident. 

Second Place 

New Castle News  

Dan Irwin 

"Buildings at Center of Speedway 

Battle Razed" 

 

 

A good effort in getting detail and comment from the people 

most affected by the news. 

 

Best General News Reporting  

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joshua Vaughn and Zack Hoopes 

"Opioids in Cumberland County" 

 

 

This series of stories showed a lot of initiative. The stories 

explained in easy-to-grasp ways many facts of the opioid 

epidemic gripping so much of the U.S. Good work to use well-

executed enterprise stories to shine light on the problem and 

some possible solutions. 

Second Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

Chauncey Ross 

 

 

This series of stories was gripping, even from the lead of the 

first story. And the "So what?" factor is clear for readers. Lots 

of time, energy and resources went into telling an interesting 

and entertaining series. Well done. 
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Best Investigative Reporting  

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joshua Vaughn 

"What Impacts a Bail Decision" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joshua Vaughn 

"High Crimes" 

 

 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting  

First Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Bruce Siwy 

"Area Nonprofit is Helping the Blind 

and Disable – and Nets Millions in the 

Process" 

 

 

Good exploration of nepotism and salaries, helping to keep a 

non-profit organization accountable to the people it serves. 

Second Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joseph Cress 

"Stories from a Sacred Place" 

 

 

Excellent way to turn an event into a longer look at how a 

community comes to be. 

 

Best Special Section 

First Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

"Country Culture" 

 

 

This section was full of well-written stories with interesting 

details that gave the reader a real sense of the importance of 

agriculture in the county. The history and the future of this 

sector were well-told. And the view from 30,000 feet then 

honed-in on individual owners of different kinds of farms in a 

way that was delightful. It was all put together with great 

photos, a clean layout and good graphics. Kudos on a great 

job. 
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Second Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  

"Juniata Valley Magazine: Careers in 

the Juniata Valley" 

 

 

Too often, Careers sections are 'how to' articles full of dry 

statistics. This section covered so many careers by looking at 

local people and what their careers have been like. An 

engaging and well-done section. 

 

Best Public Service 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joshua Vaughn 

"Understanding Overdose" 

 

 

A deeper look into drug deaths reveals a questionable 

response by the state. A terrific added bonus - the newspaper 

developed an app to connect people to treatment. 

Second Place 

Gettysburg Times  

"Volunteer Shortage Plagues Fire 

Companies" 

 

 

A thorough study of the past, present and uncertain future of 

volunteer fire companies and what that will mean not only 

for public safety, but people's wallets, as well. 

 

Best Column 

First Place 

The (Connellsville) Daily Courier  

Christine Haines 

 

 

 

Second Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Brian Whipkey 

 

 

 

 

Best Feature Writing 

First Place 

New Castle News  

Dan Irwin 

"Life Affirming" 

 

 

 

The author's strong narrative voice turns an extraordinary 

story into something must-read. 
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Best Editorial Writing 

First Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

 

 

 

Clearly written, well-reasoned arguments that take a firm 

stance on important local issues. 

Second Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  

Brian Cox 

 

 

 

 

Best Business Writing 

First Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

Sean Yoder 

"On Family Farms, There's No Such 

Thing as a Day Off" 

 

 

This was a good business piece that used one farm to 

exemplify the 1,100 farms in the county. It used one family in 

a well-written and flowing story to tell the family's hardships 

and concerns, as well as the changes going on in the sector. It 

told me things I didn't already know about this industry in an 

entertaining way. Good job. 

Second Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Tammie Gitt 

"Something's Brewing in Carlisle" 

 

 

This series tapped into the craft brewing business with nice 

feature writing that would grab any readers' interest. It also 

included necessary information about brewing as a business 

and its potential importance for the community. I liked the 

comparison to Asheville and also the "how to" aspect of the 

series. 

 

Best Headline Writing 

First Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  
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Best Digital Presentation 

First Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

 

 

IndianaGazette.com does an outstanding job of presenting 

hyperlocal, timely information on their primary website, 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Content is presented in 

logical, easy-to-follow formats. Pages are attractive and easy-

to-navigate, with a wealth of information. Very, very nice job, 

indeed, IndianaGazette.com! You serve your local community 

well. 

 

Second Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

 

 

The Sentinel presents digital content that is valuable, easy-to-

follow and easy-to-navigate. Good job. 

 

Best Sports Story 

First Place 

Gettysburg Times  

Adam Michael 

"Delone’s Laudani Completes Final 

Race" 

 

 

Inspiring story on this young man battling cancer and fighting 

through this last race. Great narrative and details throughout. 

Nice read. 

Second Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

Carly Krouse 

"Will of the Wildcats" 

 

 

A classic underdog comeback story with great narrative and 

game coverage. 
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Best Sports Feature Story 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Jake Adams 

"A Fighter: Deshawn Millington's 

Road to Carlisle Stardom has Hardly 

Been Easy" 

 

 

Great writing and great story choice. I loved the sober 

approach to the tale of this athlete's raw talent, which will 

lead him to success only if he keeps his temper and 

academics in check. 

Second Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Geoff Morrow 

"Trent's Toughness" 

 

 

 

Excellent approach to a tough story. I loved the way the 

entire family's story was wrapped up in this. Good work. 

 

Best Sports/Outdoor Column 

First Place 

The (Towanda) Daily Review  

Brian Fees 

 

 

Fees clearly asserts his perspective as he covers a wide array 

of subjects. When he writes about school sports, he goes into 

considerable depth into an issue that many readers may not 

be familiar with. In particular, the column on All-State lists, 

the columnist does an exemplary job of laying out the issue 

and explaining why it's important. Top notch. 

 

 

Second Place 

The Bradford Era  

Pete Sirianni 

 

 

 

Sirianni does a great job of adding a personal touch to sports 

coverage. The columns about watching sports with his father 

adds a personal, funny touch to the fan experience. Although 

competition is important, his column about the players 

making the best of a rain delay captured some of the fun 

during what's usually a mundane part of the game. 
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Best Illustration or Graphic 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Joshua Vaughn 

"Minor Judiciary: Bail Decisions Vary 

From Judge to Judge" 

 

 

These graphics present a lot of information in an easy-to-

understand format. The story itself that accompanies the 

graphics is interesting and enlightening, but the ease with 

which readers can see discrepancies in bails underscores the 

"so what?" of the story. 

 

 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Bob Ford 

"Cross Country Athlete of the Year" 

 

 

 

 

Best Spot News Photo 

First Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Eric Kieta 

"Barn Fire" 

 

 

Dramatic eye-catching photo. 

Second Place 

The (Lewistown) Sentinel  

Bradley Kreitzer 

"Train Derails Near Mattawana" 

 

 

Artistic shot of the derailed cars. 
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Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

The Indiana Gazette  

Teri Enciso 

"Sprucing Up" 

 

 

With the subject of this photo, it had the potential to be 

ordinary and humdrum. However, with creative use of angles 

and composition, the photographer really made it something 

that catches the eye. 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Bob Ford 

"In Flight" 

 

 

It's impressive how crisp this duck in flight is, and it really 

stands out against the blurred background. Beautiful shot! 

 

Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Michael Bupp 

"Just Short" 

 

 

Great composition, great emotion, and great use of creative 

focusing. 

Second Place 

Gettysburg Times  

Darryl Wheeler 

"A Game of Tag" 

 

 

I love the action in this and the angle. Great job of capturing 

the moment. 

 

Best Photo Story 

First Place 

The (Carlisle) Sentinel  

Michael Bupp 

"Retiring Flags" 

 

 

Strong lead photo with supporting images. 

Second Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Bob Ford 

"Family's Fasnacht Tradition" 
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Best Short Video 

First Place 

(Lehighton) Times News  

Brian Myszkowski 

"S'mores" 

 

 

Brian W. Myszkowski told a complete, fun story in this 90-

second, logically-organized video. His voice over work was 

good, starting with the opening narration, "J.B. Elementary 

School took a shot at a Guinness World Records, and it made 

for one super sweet victory." The video had a cute, logical 

conclusion, with a student's beaming, "This s'more tastes 

really good." Mr. Myszkowski skillfully featured one adult and 

two student interviewees, clearly identifying their names and 

roles at the event. Good job, Mr. Myszkowski! 

 

Second Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Michelle Ganassi 

"Rockwood Class Dedicates Bench" 

 

This video features interesting content and good choice of 

interview clips. 

 

Best Long Video 

First Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Matthew Toth 

"Game of the Week" 

 

 

Matt Toth's video made me feel like I was at the Berlin 

Brothersvalley-Windber game. The video showcased exciting 

sights and sounds, including game action, cheerleaders, band 

and flag corps performances and interviews with coaches 

from both teams. This was the most ambitious and visually-

satisfying for all "Long Video" entries. 

Second Place 

(Somerset) Daily American  

Matthew Toth 

"On the Air: North Star Students 

Learn Broadcasting" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nice editing of clips and use of multiple interviewees to 

present the story. 
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Television I/Large Market:  

Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Floods and Fire: Severe Weather in 

Pittsburgh" 

 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"High Rise Fire" 

 

 

 

 

Best Continuing Coverage 

 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Officer Brian Shaw and the Search 

for a Killer" 

 

 

 

Excellent use of nat sound and sound bites with video in show 

opens. Breaking coverage felt big and urgent. The active live 

shots made you stand out from the competition. The tease 

ahead to the exclusive on the little boy's handcuffs toy was 

well executed by the reporter on the field and its 

corresponding story delivered on the tease (and brought 

tears to my eyes). Well done on a difficult story to tell. 

 

 

Second Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Systemic Problems: The PWSA" 
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Best Series 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"State of Addiction" 

 

 

A shocking and honest look inside a topic that affects nearly 

everyone in our society. Effective because it puts faces to the 

very real problem we hear so much about but don't often get 

to see humanized. Also, effective because it shows a diverse 

range of people impacted from different races, genders and 

walks of life. Compelling use of emotional sound. 

Second Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Heroin Pipeline: Mexico to 

Pittsburgh" 

 

 

 

Best Investigative Reporting 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

Paul Van Osdol and Kendall Cross 

"Child Death Investigations" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Lauren Silver and Rick Earle 

"School Failures: Fire Drills" 

 

 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting 

First Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  

"The Forgotten Blind Spot" 

 

 

Excellent use of demonstration. This piece married facts and 

emotion effectively. The topic was great for getting the 

attention especially of female viewers. Great cross-talk to 

button up coverage with good information for parents in 

addition to emotion to drive the point home. 

Second Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Sued for Texting?" 
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Best Documentary 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Chronicle: In Harm's Way" 

 

 

Heartbreaking stories that are difficult to tell, but you've 

done it well. Headlines off top grabbed the viewers' attention 

right away. Good showcasing with multiple reporters. Nice 

demonstration with the ride-along. Finally, I thought the 

demonstration of a viable solution was a unique approach to 

some top-notch storytelling. 

 

Best Feature  

First Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  

David Highfield and L. David Colabine 

"Hoop Dreams" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  

Bob Allen and Rob Hopson 

"Carlton's Comeback" 

 

 

 

Best Weathercast 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Stephen Cropper and Scott Harbaugh 

"Tracking Tornadoes" 

 

 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

 

 

 

Second Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  
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Best Sports Coverage 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Dan Rooney: Soul of the Steelers" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Penguins Stanley Cup Win" 

 

 

 

 

Best Sports Feature 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

David Kaplan and Brian Caldwell 

"Love of the Game" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Alby Oxenreiter 

"From Heinz Field to Heinz Hall" 

 

 

 

 

Best Use of Photography 

First Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

Brian Caldwell 

 

 

 

Second Place 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh  

L. David Colabine 

"Stories of Hope" 
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Best Regularly Scheduled News or Sports Talk Program 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Dean Iampietro and Chase Williams 

"The Jerome Bettis Show" 

 

 

Unique opportunity to share content with viewers with a 

well-known name! Nice showcasing of the set with a dynamic 

feeling moving from place to place on the set as you review 

the analysis ahead of the next match-up. 

 

Best Reporter/Anchor 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

Rick Earle 

 

 

 

 

Best Newscast 

First Place 

WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh  

 

 

Urgent writing. Excellent use of team coverage including 

chopper to showcase the tools in your arsenal on a huge 

breaking news story. Active live shots were compelling and 

the reporters were able to use process storytelling to 

effectively communicate the information viewers need to 

know. 

Second Place 

WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh  

"Killed in the Line of Duty" 
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Television II/Small Market:  

Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

"Hyndman Train Derailment" 

 

 

 

 

Best Continuing Coverage 

First Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

"Fatal Landslide in Landfill" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

Centre County Report-TV  

"Beta Theta Pi Death - Fraternity 

Controversy at Penn State" 

 

 

 

 

Best Series 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Hannah McDonald and Kenneth 

Maryott 

"9 Girls, 1 House - A Milton Hershey 

School Family" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Katelyn Smith and Daniel Maddox 

"Unclaimed Remains" 
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Best Investigative Reporting  

First Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

"Forfeiture Fund Spending" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WHTM-TV, Harrisburg  

Amanda St. Hilaire and Eric Semmel 

"Sinkhole Opens Up Battle About 

Your Property Rights" 

 

 

 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting  

First Place 

WHTM-TV, Harrisburg  

Amanda St. Hilaire and Eric Semmel 

"When Public Meetings Aren't So 

Public" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Mike Straub and Will Elliott 

"Not So Brotherly Tax" 

 

 

 

 

Best Public Service  

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

"On Your Side Stories" 
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Best Documentary 

First Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

"40 Years of News: Stories that 

Shaped Our Region" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

"Flood of 77 Remembered" 

 

 

 

 

Best Feature 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Hannah McDonald and Kenny 

Maryott 

"A Carwash Owner's Bright Idea" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

Jace Codi and Jim Vasil 

"Sneaker Store Delivers Fresh Kicks to 

Honor Roll Students" 

 

 

 

 

Best Weathercast 

First Place 

WHTM-TV, Harrisburg  

Dan Tomaso 

 

 

Dan is a joy to watch. He is very conversational and keeps my 

attention. 

Second Place 

Centre County Report-TV  

Robert Johnson 

 

 

Looks great on camera. Explains the weather well. 
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Best Sports Coverage 

First Place 

WJAC-TV, Johnstown  

 

 

 

Second Place 

WHP-TV, Harrisburg  

Joel D. Smith 

"PSU Fiesta Bowl Frenzy and 

Saquon's Fond Farewell" 

 

 

 

 

Best Sports Feature 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Mike Hostetler and Daniel Maddox 

"Chanticleers? Really?" 

 

 

Love the writing and the shots. Grabbed my attention right 

from the start. Also had some memorable funny parts. 

Second Place 

WHP-TV, Harrisburg  

Joel D. Smith 

"Twas the Night Before the Fiesta 

Bowl" 

 

 

Creative, out of the box story telling. 

 

Best Sportscast 

First Place 

WHP-TV, Harrisburg  

Joel D. Smith 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WHP-TV, Harrisburg  

Joel D. Smith 
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Best Use of Photography 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

"Firefighter Funeral" 

 

 

 

Best Regularly Scheduled News or Sports Talk Program 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

"Lions in the Desert" 

 

 

Right from the start, this entry caught my attention. I feel 

much more informed now. Love the LIVE feel of it and the 

exciting audience. Great story telling. 

Second Place 

WFMZ-TV, Allentown  

"Talk with Your Doctor: Physical 

Therapy Technology" 

 

I liked that they included video to go over the talking heads. 

 

Best Reporter/Anchor 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

Katelyn Smith 

 

 

Loved how active she is in her live shots and the way she 

reads at the desk. 

Second Place 

Centre County Report-TV  

Erin Kate Dolan 

 

Looks comfortable on camera. 

 

Best Newscast 

First Place 

WGAL-TV, Lancaster  

 

 

Grabbed my attention right from the beginning. Kept my 

attention. Pacing was excellent. Love the use of NAT sound. 

Good story telling. I like how the anchors got up from the 

desk. 

Second Place 

Centre County Report-TV  

 

 

Like the use of SOTs at the beginning of the newscast. The 

pacing was a little slow. I did like that they included teases 

and live shots. Awesome show for a college newscast. 
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Radio I:  

Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Kathleen Davis 

"Estranged Husband Kills Penn State 

Beaver Employee and Himself in 

Campus Parking Lot" 

 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Katie Blackley 

"Anti-Abortion Congressman 

Reportedly Asks Woman to Get an 

Abortion" 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Continuing Coverage 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Keystone Crossroads 

"PA Gerrymandering" 

 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Elana Gordon and Joel Patterson 

"Philly's Heroin Encampment" 
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Best Series 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

"Hidden Poison" 

 

 

 

The "Hidden Poison" series was remarkable for its in-depth 

look at a matter of serious public interest and its 

incorporation of hard data. Kudos! 

 

 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

"Life, Unauthorized" 

 

 

What I most appreciated about this series was simple: 

Listeners had a chance, perhaps for the first time, to see 

beyond the political rhetoric into the lives of who these 

actual people are, the individual stories that brought them 

here and the problems that are unique to their experience. 

Thank you! 

 

 

Best Investigative Reporting 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Reid Frazier 

"The Allegheny Front: As in Flint, 

Cost Cutting May be to Blame for 

Pittsburgh's High Lead Levels" 

 

 

 

 

Vivid storytelling, incredible number of sources, great use of 

data and simplifying a complicated topic that should capture 

the attention of interest to all public citizens - this is what 

investigative journalism is supposed to look like. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Joe Hernandez 

"Agencies Have ‘Clawed Back’ More 

than $5 Million in Sandy Aid from 

New Jerseyans" 
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Best Enterprise Reporting 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Julie Grant 

"The Allegheny Front: 

From Coal Town to Trail Town" 

 

 

Great use of sound. A lot of great interviews, amazing writing 

and a scene for everyone. The novel subject matter and 

brilliant producing makes this first place by far. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Mary Cummings-Jordan and Kimberly 

Haas 

"Delaware Bay Towns 

5 Years Post-Sandy" 

 

Sound quality of scenes is phenomenal. The story of a little-

talked about town/island really pulls at the heartstrings. 

Overall, a story about a forgotten town after FEMA leaves 

packs an emotional punch. 

 

Best Public Service 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

"The Allegheny Front" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Avi Wolfman-Arent 

"Cheltenham" 

 

 

 

Best Documentary 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Katie Colaneri 

"Redina's Story" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

"The Allegheny Front: 

Hazardous to Your Health" 
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Best Feature 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Margaret J. Krauss 

"Pittsburgh’s Steps are Unique Asset, 

with an Uncertain Future" 

 

 

Interesting subject matter. Awesome voicing and creative use 

of sound. All around engaging and fun while learning 

something new. 

Second Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Katie Blackley 

"Redd Up Your Pittsburghese: 

A Deep Dive Into How Yinz Talk" 

 

 

Absolutely hilarious etymology of a dialect. Great interviews 

and engaging voicing. 

 

Best Sports Feature 

First Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Katie Blackley 

"Pickleball is Becoming  

a Big Dill in Pittsburgh" 

 

 

Brilliant use of sound, great voicing, conversational tone. 

Creating a sports story that is fun, interesting and engaging — 

even for those who aren't sports fans. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Jason Smith 

"NFL Draft Comes to Philly" 

 

 

Great subject matter, steady, strong voicing and good natural 

sound. 

 

Best Sportscast 

First Place 

KDKA-AM, Pittsburgh  

Jeff Hathhorn 
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Best Use of Sound 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Peter Crimmins 

"Symphony for a Broken Orchestra" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WESA-FM, Pittsburgh  

Virginia Alvino Young 

"From Ireland to the Hill District, 

One Drummer Hopes You Haven’t 

Forgotten Pittsburgh’s Jazz Greats" 

 

 

 

 

Best Regularly Scheduled News or Sports Talk Program 

First Place 

KDKA-FM, Pittsburgh  

"The Cook and Poni Show" 

 

 

 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

"The Pulse: Language" 

 

 

 

 

Best Reporter/Anchor 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Bobby Allyn 

 

 

What I liked most about this portfolio was the breadth of 

subject matter, but even more so the reporter's ability to use 

simple language and stories to illustrate complicated issues. 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

Laura Benshoff 
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Best Newscast 

First Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

 

 

 

Second Place 

WHYY-FM, Philadelphia  

 

 

 

 

 

 


