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TVI/METRO TV 

Outstanding News Operation  
 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
 
 

 
Local, local, local! Relevant, timely and a great way of reflecting 
the community they serve. Great enterprise level. 
 
 
 

Best Spot News  

First Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Tornado Coverage" 
 

 
Great handling of live elements in a developing story: live shots, 
meteorologists, graphics. The execution is very clean and 
dynamic. 

Second Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Mexico Earthquake Coverage" 

 
 

 

Best Sports Report  

First Place 
KSDK-TV, St. Louis  
Mike Bush and Scott Suppelsa 
"Muslim Teen Boxer Wins Her 
 Biggest Fight" 
 

 
Unique topic. Very well executed. The story could have been 
otherwise challenging to tell visually but I really like how the 
writing and the visuals come together in this well executed 
story. 

Second Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
"Mike's Story" 
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Best Light Feature 

First Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Baby George and His Family's 
 Cancer Fight" 
 

 
Good, thoughtful writing bringing the human/emotional 
element into the picture. Great use of soundbites allowing the 
main story players to tell “their” story. 

Second Place 
WBBM-TV, Chicago  
Jeremy Ross and Tim Viste 
"Taking & Returning Pictures" 

 
 

 

Best Hard News Feature 

First Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
"A Sex Trafficker's Playbook" 
 

 
Unique story. I like the angle they took and the way they 
approached it. It covers every angle of the story in the words of 
those involved. Good execution. Writing and editing came 
together really nicely! 

Second Place 
WBBM-TV, Chicago  
Jeremy Ross and Tim Viste 
"One Stop, One Investigation" 

 
 

 

Best Series or Documentary  

First Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Opioid Crisis Reporting" 
 

 
Nice work exposing Chicago’s opioid crisis, its victims and 
consequences. Timely theme with great use of relevant sources. 
Reporter broke it down very nicely featuring key parts of such a 
problematic crisis. 

 
Second Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
"The Blagojevich Interview" 
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Best Investigative Report 

First Place 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago  
"The Photo Shame Game" 
 

 
Great original subject matter. Kudos on taking on a difficult 
subject matter. Good effective narrative and use of soundbites.  

Second Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
"Teacher Pleads Guilty After I-Team 
Investigation" 

 
 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  

 
 

 

Best Newswriter 

First Place 
WBBM-TV, Chicago  
Jeremy Ross 

 
Really good use of colorful language and natural sounds 
throughout the story. I like how the writer completes thoughts 
with the use of soundbites and how he plays with sounds and 
the track. 

Second Place 
KSDK-TV, St. Louis  
Mike Bush 

 
 

 

Best Reporter 

First Place 
WBBM-TV, Chicago  
Jeremy Ross 

 
Great story telling that was creative, innovative and engaging! 
Great use of capturing the visuals and natural sounds. Reporter 
allows the main players of his stories to tell the story. 
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Best Newscast 

First Place 
KSDK-TV, St. Louis  
Andrea Firestone and Nathan Higgins 
 

 
Very good, dynamic newscast. Uses lots of elements: natural 
sounds, several live remotes and graphics to tell the story. Very 
good with clean execution. 

Second Place 
WLS-TV, Chicago  
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TVII/LOCAL TV 

Outstanding News Operation  
 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
 

 
Well executed newscasts with sharp concise writing and 
technical execution. Great in-depth relevant storytelling on 
important issues like opioid abuse and water quality that seek 
resolutions. I can tell the station cares deeply for the 
community it serves. 
 
 

Best Spot News  

First Place 
WQAD-TV, Moline  
Elizabeth Wadas and Stephanie 
Mattan 
"It Went Up Like A Tinderbox" 

 
The photographer and reporter did a phenomenal job turning a 
common news story into something memorable. The multitude 
of camera angles combined with the abundance of sound from 
the character brought this story to life. You can tell these 
journalists absolutely love what they do through their work. 

 
Second Place 
KWQC-TV, Davenport  
"Developments in The Trudy Appleby 
Case" 

 
 

 

Best Sports Report  

First Place 
KWQC-TV, Davenport  
Gary Metivier and Mike Ortiz 
"The Quiet Champion" 
 

 
Excellent use of sound and silence. A compelling story about an 
athlete who will not be outmatched, his dedicated interpreter 
and a coach who surprisingly shared the same challenge. A 
great example of storytelling with surprises. An appealing piece 
for sports and non-sports fans. 

Second Place 
WQAD-TV, Moline  
Elizabeth Wadas and Andy McKay 
"Living Your Dream" 
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Best Light Feature 

First Place 
WQAD-TV, Moline  
Elizabeth Wadas and Stephanie 
Mattan 
"Mississippi River Monsters" 
 

 
Mississippi Rivers Monsters is the clear first place winner. 
Everything about this story is AMAZING. The shooting, writing, 
editing and use of natural sound. From the very first second to 
the very last - I was intrigued. I wanted the story to keep going. 

Second Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
Austin Love 
"Great Gossip" 

There was something special about this piece from the moment 
I started watching it. It was a feel good, light hearted feature 
that held my attention the entire time. It's a story that stuck 
with me and one I want to tell my fellow journalists about. 

 

 

Best Hard News Feature 

First Place 
WGEM-TV, Quincy  
Gene Kennedy 
"Up in Flames" 
 

 
Great demonstration and videography. The reporter showed 
depth in subject. 

Second Place 
WAND-TV, Decatur  
Doug Wolfe and Andy Barker 
"Asbestos Contamination Cost" 

Unique storytelling with great research and explanation of the 
subject. Great video. 

 

 

Best Series or Documentary  

First Place 
KWQC-TV, Davenport  
Gary Metivier 
"My Ability" 
 

 
Well told stories about real people who have overcome great 
obstacles to succeed in life and inspire others. 

Second Place 
KWQC-TV, Davenport  
Morgan Ottier 
"Hooked on Heroin" 

Powerful testimonials with great exploration of the topic. 
Included emotional moments and the shocking death of a 
featured subject. 
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Best Investigative Report 

First Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
Kristin Crowley and Kurtis Lawler 
"Contaminated Groundwater: 
Searching for Answers 30 Years 
Later" 
 

 
Great research and background information. Clear explanation 
to the audience and great delivery. 

Second Place 
WGEM-TV, Quincy  
Gene Kennedy 
"Deadly Waters" 

Great storytelling and use of sound. Interesting topic with useful 
information to the viewer. 

 

Best Videography 

First Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
Austin Love and WREX Creative 
Services 
"Summer on The Rock" 
 

 
From the first few seconds of watching this submission you 
could tell that the photographer has a true passion for 
photography. The creative angles and use of sounds made you 
feel as if you were there with them. Very well done! 

Second Place 
WQAD-TV, Moline  
Stephanie Mattan and Jenna Morton 
"Breaking Barriers" 

The photographer did an amazing job getting as many angles as 
possible in such a small space. Absolutely loved how the natural 
sounds were blended together with the soundbites. 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 
WGEM-TV, Quincy  
 

 
The digital look is great and the local content is solid! 

Second Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  

The digital layout is easy to navigate and the local content is 
great! 
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Best Newswriter 

First Place 
KWQC-TV, Davenport  
Gary Metivier 
 

 
After reviewing this entry, Mr. Metivier is a clear first place 
winner. His writing brings the stories to life with such a 
beautiful, descriptive element of surprise that draws you in and 
captivates the viewer/ listener. Mr. Metivier's writing brought 
me to tears and moved me with every word. 

 
Second Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
Kristin Crowley 
 

 
From the moment I started reviewing Ms. Crowley's entries, I 
was hooked. Her writing style is unique, in that it adds a little 
extra something that you're looking for as a listener/ viewer. 
Even in a piece with a complicated subject, she found a way to 
write creatively, but also clearly and concisely. 

 

 

Best Reporter 

First Place 
WQAD-TV, Moline  
Elizabeth Wadas 
 

 
Loved the storytelling! 

Second Place 
KWQC-TV, Davenport  
Bailey Deitz 

Great voice and complete reports! 

 

 

Best Newscast 

First Place 
WREX-TV, Rockford  
 

 
Solid female anchor, great movement of camera shots, solid and 
varied content. 

 
Second Place 
KWQC-TV, Davenport  

 
Experienced anchor team. Fabulous produced and orchestrated 
team coverage of missing girl! 
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RADIO I/METRO RADIO 

Outstanding News Operation  
 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
 

 
Wide range from in-the-moment breaking news to in-depth 
conversations to a standout game call! 
 
 

Best Spot News  

First Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
"Flood!" 

 
Good story telling through different perspectives. Very well 
done. 

 

Best Sports Report  

First Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
Jeff Joniak 
"Joniak's Journal - Cre'Von Le Blanc" 

 
Great job letting the interview subject tell most of the story. 
Much of the story is relatable to the listener. 

 
Second Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
Rick Gregg 
"Selection Sunday" 

 
Good overall presentation, field reporting, use of interview 
sound and great natural sound. 

 

Best Light Feature 

First Place 
Rivet, Chicago  
Ron Brown 
"Willie Dixon's 'Life School' is A 
Family Mission" 

 
Amazing use of sound. Listening to this made me want to go 
and buy the subject's music. Wonderful piece. 

 
Second Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Odette Yousef and Cate Cahan 
"Chicago Homeless Encampment 
Creates, Enforces Own Rules" 

 
This touches on something the average person is clueless about. 
It does it with tact and is still informative. 
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Best Hard News Feature 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Odette Yousef and Cate Cahan 
"Where Can Homeless People Pitch 
Tents in Chicago?" 
 

 
Great use of interviews/sounds as the reporter uncovers proper 
information through the city. Fantastic piece. 

Second Place 
WGN-AM, Chicago  
Justin Kaufmann and Pete 
Zimmerman 
"United Flight 232 Crash Survivor Jan 
Brown" 

The interview was riveting. 

 

Best Series or Documentary  

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Jesse Dukes and Shannon Heffernan 
"The Nazi's Neighborhood" 
 

 
Spectacular, in-depth look at a neighborhood's Nazi past. The 
stellar research and archival tape brings this to life. 

Second Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Miles Bryan and Cate Cahan 
"A Disputed Shot" 

Smart, deep, well-told. A really strong runner-up. 

 

Best Investigative Report 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Dave McKinney and Tony Arnold 
"Surviving War, But Not The 
Veterans’ Home" 
 

 
A powerful, heart-rending story with great voices and strong, 
deep reporting. The handoff between reporters was handled 
especially deftly. 

Second Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Sarah Karp and Kate Grossman 
"Chicago Public Schools' Secret 
Overhaul of Special Education" 

Deep-dive reporting with impact that will be felt for years. 
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Best Use of Sound 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Monica Eng and Alexandra Salomon 
"Little Fingers and Screechy Sounds: 
Why Do So Many Kids Learn to Play 
The Recorder" 
 

 
A 7-minute-long smile. The recorder sound, of course, is nice. 
But it's the laughing on mic that really makes the piece stand 
out. (Full disclosure: Your judge still has the recorder he played 
in 2nd grade.) 

Second Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Susie An and Kate Grossman 
"Cinderella Chicago Football Team 
Heads to State" 

Good high school sound. 

 

 

Best Newswriter 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Miles Bryan 

 
Strong writing, great reporting. Nice variety of long-form pieces 
The "A Disputed Shot" project was stellar and the Trans Name 
Change piece had a fun beginning and intriguing voices. 

 
Second Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  
Michele Fiore 

 
Zippy, tight and great examples of writing around strong natural 
sound. 

 

 

Best Reporter 

First Place 
WBEZ-FM, Chicago  
Miles Bryan 
 
 

 
The winner, Miles Bryan of WBEZ, shows great range, from the 
colorful political coverage to hard-core investigations to sound-
rich storytelling. The voices and natural sound pop out of his 
stories and the writing goes deep. 

Second Place 
WGN-AM, Chicago  
Ryan Burrow 
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Best Newscast 

First Place 
WBBM-AM, Chicago  

 
Polished crew and professional performance. Good use of 
national, local and entertaining stories. Well done. 

 
Second Place 
WLS-AM, Chicago  

 
Great inclusion of national, local and state news. Also good 
localization of national stories and setting time appointments 
with listeners. 
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RADIO II/LOCAL RADIO 

Outstanding News Operation  
 
WVIK-FM, Rock Island  

 
Nice coverage of stories and good straight-forward reporting 
and newscast anchoring. I found the 'Suspect Convictions' 
segment to be very moving. Regarding the reaction to President 
Trump's immigration policy - good choice to interview the 
people who are being directly impacted. The radio station's 
news department and its reporters seem committed to covering 
a wide range of stories. Fine work by all! 
 
 
 

Best Spot News  

First Place 
WCMY-AM, Ottawa  
"Eviction Turns into Armed Standoff" 
 

 
Good local coverage of a tense situation. Anchors and reporters 
provided their listeners with crucial information on the standoff 
itself, as well as on related issues such as blocked roads, traffic, 
displaced people, etc. The station also did a good job of sticking 
with the story to its conclusion. 

 

 

Best Sports Report  

First Place 
WIUM-FM, Macomb  
Jonathan Ahl 
"Character The Key to WIU 
Basketball" 
 

 
This entry has a strong collection of audio...starting with the 
natural sound from the selection show, to hearing from the 
coach and a player, to comments from a member of the pep 
band and audio from the play by play announcer. 

Second Place 
WVIK-FM, Rock Island  
Lacy Scarmana 
"Remembering Volunteer Chuck 
Austin" 

This piece passed the difficult task of producing a lengthy 
montage of actualities from multiple speakers without 
reminding listeners who is speaking in each segment.  
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Best Light Feature 

First Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
Jon Norton 
"Bloomington Normal Music Scene 
Rejuvenated" 
 

 
Great use of sound. The transitions among the music, narration, 
and actualities worked really well and there was a great variety 
of people who were interviewed. Nice writing too. I loved the 
music that was used behind the narration. All of that served 
well to capture the history and rejuvenation of the area's music 
scene. 

 
Second Place 
WNIJ-FM, DeKalb  
Jenna Dooley 
"Mud Madness" 
 

 
Loved the writing. Jenna used creative writing skills to take what 
may not seem to be a really exciting topic to some and made it 
relatable. A wide range of interviews covered a variety of 
angles. Good mix of narrative and actualities to tell the story, 
which likely wouldn't have worked had it not been reported 
from the scene. 

 

 

Best Hard News Feature 

First Place 
WUIS-FM, Springfield  
Rachel Otwell 
"Shootings in Springfield Leave Many 
Seeking Solutions" 
 

 
Great use of sound. The reporter really took listeners to Comer 
Cox Park in this story. 

Second Place 
WILL-AM, Urbana  
Christine Herman 
"Medicaid Bill Backlog Pushing Illinois 
Doctors to The Brink of Closure" 
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Best Series or Documentary  

First Place 
WILL-AM, Urbana  
Kimberlie Kranich and John Fecile 
"Vietnam War Stories from Illinois" 
 

 
The voices and incredible stories shared in this documentary 
grab you right away and you can't help but hang on for the 
whole ride. 

Second Place 
WILL-AM, Urbana  
Brian Moline 
"St. Joseph Woman Shares Story of 
Opioid Addiction" 

 
 

 

Best Investigative Report 

First Place 
WVIK-FM, Rock Island  
Lacy Scarmana and Scott Reeder 
"Suspect Convictions" 
 

 
Deftly merging archival tape and new technology, the winners 
produced an extremely in-depth and riveting look at a terrible 
28-year-old crime and the suspect still awaiting his trial. 

Second Place 
WUIS-FM, Springfield  
Daisy Contreras 
"The Trouble With Temp Work" 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ILLINOIS ASSOCIATED PRESS BROADCASTERS 
2017 Winners and Judges’ Comments 

 

 

Best Use of Sound 

First Place 
WNIJ-FM, DeKalb  
Jenna Dooley 
"World War I Sheet Music" 
 

 
Thanks for starting this with the piano...and not just any 
piano...one that I imagined sounded like a piano being played 
during World War I. 
The reporter/producer chose strong actualities and did a 
fantastic job of weaving those comments with the music and 
the script. 

 
Second Place 
WNIJ-FM, DeKalb  
Susan Stephens and Jenna Dooley 
"Lenten Fish Fry" 
 

 
Thanks for starting this with natural sound. 
The reporters/producers put together an easy to follow "play by 
play" featuring multiple speakers. 
Collectively, hearing from those preparing the food, the 
customers and the priest allowed listeners to hear about not 
only the importance of the fundraiser but also its religious 
significance. 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal 
 

 
Kudos for including social media links on your local on-air 
people. Great photos connected to local stories. I like the 
Programs A-Z link and page, because it’s a one stop shop. Glad 
to see promotion of website stories on other platforms. Great 
Facebook interaction on some of the stories. 

 
Second Place 
WVIK-FM, Rock Island 
 

 
Glad to see promotion of website stories on Facebook and 
Twitter. Kudos for including social media links on your individual 
programs and local on-air people. Also, thanks for linking 
reporter bylines to their bio pages. 
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Best Newswriter 

First Place 
WCMY-AM, Ottawa  
Ethan Kruger 
 

 
This was a strong package with the variety of stories. There was 
the museum feature, localizing the international eclipse story 
and the hard news of the court hearing, chamber, and Freedom 
Fest stories. All the stories were easy to follow and understand. 
These scripts could stand on their own without the audio. That's 
a key. 

 
Second Place 
WNIJ-FM, DeKalb  
Susan Stephens 

 
This entry had four in-depth packages that were well written. 
The packages were also produced where the script and the 
audio relied on each other. 

 

Best Reporter 

First Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
Ryan Denham 
 

 
Ryan seems to be a very well-organized and well-prepared 
reporter with great instincts - not afraid to ask tough questions 
or confront powerful people. The stories about the coliseum 
corruption were very detailed with crucial explanations and 
were well-written, arranged well, and seemed to cover all 
angles. Great journalism! 

 
Second Place 
WGLT-FM, Normal  
Judy Valente 
 

 
Judy seems to have a knack for finding really good stories to 
report on - stories that are, unfortunately, too often ignored - 
for instance, the Landlord v. Tenant reports. Great detailed 
coverage from a variety of angles. She brought attention to an 
issue that, no doubt, a lot of other people are dealing with. Hers 
is the type of reporting that can prompt necessary changes. 
Meaningful journalism! 

 

Best Newscast 

First Place 
WCMY-AM, Ottawa  
Rick Koshko 

 
Great collection of audio, including the opening montage from 
tornado witnesses. Great to include stories not related to the 
tornado. Strong and confident delivery where you were talking 
TO me as if we were engaged in a conversation. 

 


