
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS ASSOCIATION 

 

2017 Judges’ Comments – Division I 

 

General Excellence 

First Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News 

 

 

Second Place 

The Holland Sentinel 

 

 

Third Place  

Ludington Daily News 

 

 

 

Best Headline Writing 

First Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Ryan S. Schlehuber 

 

 

Using the team names and players' names as a play on words 

definitely caught my attention and complemented the package. 

Second Place 

The (Owosso) Argus-Press  

Dan Basso 

 

 

I enjoyed the play on words for these headlines and how they 

draw the reader in to read the story. 

Third Place 

The (Iron Mountain) Daily News  

 

 

I like the use of a shorter headline combined with a longer one 

to first catch the readers' attention, then share more details in a 

targeted phrase. 
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Best Business Writing 

First Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

 

 

Strong writing. Good feature leads on feature pieces. This 

reporter provides nice variety, personality and readability for a 

general audience. 

Second Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Meghan Nelson 

 

 

Makes good connections in banking story between a 

community's need and a business' quick response. Solid writing, 

particularly on the Mr. T's piece. 

Third Place 

The Holland Sentinel  

Austin Metz 

 

 

Liquor license story nice idea to help readers understand the 

process their favorite watering holes must go through. Good 

variety of stories. 

 

 

Best Column 

First Place 

Midland Daily News  

Dave Shane 

 

 

Excellent writing. Easy to understand. It felt like the writer was 

sitting beside me reading the column. Good piece on some 

current issues. 

Second Place 

Petoskey News-Review  

Jeremy McBain 

"Journalists are Real People" 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Mike Taylor 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Editorial Writing 

First Place 

Ludington Daily News  

Patti Klevorn 

 

 

This entry soars because it urges caution and tact on a subject 

that often lacks it. A great call to civility. 

Second Place 

Midland Daily News  

 

 

Editorials have a great grasp on state issues that impact local 

people; then they take a stand. 

Third Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Elisabeth Waldon 

 

 

Good mix of topics; well-written and concise. 

 

 

Best Feature Writing 

First Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Elisabeth Waldon 

 

 

Waldon has a knack for writing ledes that draw you into a story, 

but her talent extends throughout her pieces. Whether it’s 

laughing at the thought of trying to interview a K9 or the tear-

jerking response to the smart use of a letter from a woman who 

died of a drug overdose, Waldon can make you feel the story 

she’s sharing. 

Second Place 

Livingston Daily Press & Argus  

Susan Bromley 

"Camino de Santiago a Life-altering 

Trek for Brighton Pilgrim" 

 

 

Bromley captures a moment and feeling of a story through 

extensive interviews to gather even some of the smallest 

details. Her writing style provides those details in quick 

succession at times to keep the story moving rather than feeling 

bogged down. 

Third Place 

Mount Pleasant Morning Sun  

Lisa Yanick Litwiller 

 

 

Litwiller’s handling of a young boy’s death was elegantly 

captured and her historical features standout for the details she 

discovers on the subject she’s writing about. 
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Best Sports Story 

First Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Ryan Schlehuber 

"Two Times a Champ: Greenville’s 

Landon Kemp Repeats as State Pole 

Vault Champion" 

 

 

Great feature. As a reader, you felt like you knew Jungwirth 

personally. Enjoyable read on a great topic. 

Second Place 

The (Iron Mountain) Daily News  

Adam Niemi 

"Part-time Pro" 

 

 

Great coverage of a state-level event. Well written and 

structured. 

Third Place 

Ludington Daily News  

Dave Bossick 

"Laman Lifts LHS in OT" 

 

 

The lede draws the reader in and the story continues to keep 

your interest. Great take on a gamer. 

 

 

Best Sports Feature Story 

First Place 

Petoskey News-Review  

James Gensterblum 

"Manager Brody Belford" 

 

 

Well written and a great read. 

Second Place 

The Holland Sentinel  

Dan D'Addona 

"Alone at the Top" 

 

 

Great subject and well written. 

Third Place 

The (Owosso) Argus-Press  

Max Cotton 

"Marching On" 

 

 

Great article .... enjoyed reading it and very-well written. 
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Best Sports Column 

First Place 

The Holland Sentinel  

Dan D'Addona 

"Los Dutch Have Special 

Brotherhood" 

 

 

Tone, quotes and storytelling have perfect pitch. D'Addona 

quickly establishes this as a unique group of kids with an 

uplifting story to tell. You don't get to write this type of story 

without knowing your athletes well, and he's clearly showing he 

has that connection. 

Second Place 

Midland Daily News  

Fred Kelly 

"Kelly: Third-year Coach Bischel has 

NU Baseball Playing Great and 

Making History" 

 

 

Strong writing pulls the reader in, even the unfamiliar reader. 

Depth of experience is evident in this columnist by his 

institutional knowledge. Solid analysis based on knowing the 

subject matter is enjoyable to read. 

Third Place 

The Holland Sentinel  

Dan D'Addona 

"We Must Respect Protestors and 

Anthem" 

 

 

Rational, evenhanded attempt to be the voice of reason in the 

controversy that transcends sports. 

 

 

Best Spot News Photo 

First Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

"Get Out There's Flames" 

 

 

A beautifully composed image from a tragic scene. The 

photograph captures the heartache of the homeowners' loss. 

Second Place 

Midland Daily News  

Katy Kildee 

"Apartment Fire" 

 

 

The image captures the emotion of the scene from a great 

distance, and does an excellent job telling the story. 

Third Place 

Midland Daily News  

Brittney Lohmiller 

"Deck Fire" 

 

 

Simple, clean and clear. 
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Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

"Light Out Style" 

 

 

Image immediately catches the eye and leaves the viewer 

wanting to know more. Exceptional use of technique that is 

often hard and making something stand out that is normally 

visually the same. 

Second Place 

Midland Daily News  

Katy Kildee 

"Ball Toss" 

 

 

Image freezes a moment of joy and childhood with exceptional 

use of silhouette that allows the viewer to think back to when 

they were children and happier times. 

Third Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

"Love and Permanence" 

 

 

Great moment between a judge and child that helps carry the 

story. 

 

 

Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

Midland Daily News  

Katy Kildee 

"Baseball Catch" 

 

 

Everything worked out with this one. The leap, the ball, the 

slide, the ump. Right place, right frame. 

Second Place 

Ludington Daily News  

Dave Bossick 

"Ludington Shoots Over Big Rapids" 

 

 

No matter how you crop it, this is a fine collection of fan faces. 

Readers can take their time discovering and enjoying this one. 

Third Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

"Stars, Stripes and Victory" 

 

 

Great tight shot illustrates the charge onto the field. Solid faces, 

colors, motion. 
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Best Photo Story 

First Place 

Ludington Daily News  

Jeff Kiessel 

"A Hero's Goodbye" 

 

 

A powerful series of photos at a time when words are just not 

needed. Intimate and emotional, but respectful and reverent.  

  

Second Place 

Ludington Daily News  

Jeff Kiessel 

"Saving a School Bell" 

 

 

Interesting story that demands to be made visual.  

 

Third Place 

Midland Daily News  

"Historic Flooding in Midland" 

 

 

A homeowner's nightmare. These photos will be the ones pulled 

out on every anniversary of this flood. 

 

 

Best Video 

First Place 

Livingston Daily Press & Argus  

Gillis Benedict 

"Snipers on the Rooftop: Former 

Officer Remembers 1967 Detroit 

Riots" 

 

 

Engaging use of different locations throughout the video. 

Historical photos aid in illustrating the officer's dialogue 

throughout -- nice selection. It's important to capture this 

moment of history by those who lived through it and this video 

helps to both inform and preserve.  

  

Second Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

"Belding Percussionists Ready for 

WGI World Championship in Ohio " 

 

 

Great as a standalone piece. Visually rich video with terrific 

detail shots. Interviewer elicited solid responses from the kids 

involved as well. Really captures the joy and sense of 

camaraderie of the drum group.  

  

Third Place 

Ludington Daily News  

Colton Mokofsky 

"Dodgeball with the Sheriff" 

 

 

This video has the feel of an epic event. The music and effects 

capture the joy of the day with no words necessary. 
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Best Public Service 

First Place 

The Holland Sentinel  

"Entitled to Fairness" 

 

 

Amazingly thorough look at all aspects of Title IX to inform the 

public of what it is, why it's important, how it has changed and 

what it means for the future. Beautiful presentation of the 

material makes it even easier to comprehend.  

 

Second Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

"Heroin Hits Home" 

 

 

In-depth look at the story of how heroin has affected a 

community. A series that should spark a community 

conversation and hopefully help effect change. Harrowing, 

heartbreaking, humanizing.  

 

Third Place 

Ludington Daily News  

Riley Kelley 

"Fourth Ward Neighbor to Neighbor 

Help" 

 

 

Real evidence of stepping forward to help an organization 

further its mission in the community. The reporting helped gain 

exposure for the Neighbor to Neighbor project, increasing the 

amount of good that can be done.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Spot News Coverage 
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First Place 

Ludington Daily News  

Brooke Kansier 

"Five Rescued: Flames Engulf Boat in 

Lake Michigan, Fishermen Help" 

 

 

Good lede, keeps readers interested. Conversational with nice 

level of detail. Perfect placement of introducing the information 

about the rescued sailor having no arms right before the jump. 

That's the definition of a page turner. Good sources and detail. 

Second Place 

The (Iron Mountain) Daily News  

Adam Niemi 

"Kingsford, IM Football Rivalry to 

End" 

 

 

Great lede, grips immediately. In communities such as Iron 

Mountain and Marquette, this type of local sports story most 

definitely rises to front-page news, with the impact it has on the 

communities. An important documentation of history. 

Third Place 

The Argus-Press  

Joey Oliver 

"Lawyer Jailed" 

 

 

A mundane proceeding got a lot more interesting. Thank 

goodness this reporter was in place to get the details. 

 

 

Best Enterprise Reporting 

First Place 

Escanaba Daily Press  

Jenny Lancour 

"Tried for Murder: The Trial of 

Gregory Ihander" 

 

 

Very thorough account of how the case will play out, followed 

by gripping accounts of forensic evidence and testimony. 

Reporter's familiarity with the case is evident in the ease of the 

telling. Midtrial recap was also very helpful in this long case. 

Second Place 

Livingston Daily Press & Argus  

Laura Colvin and Gillis Benedict 

"Buses Connect Jobs with Workers" 

 

 

An illuminating look at a regional success story. Taking the 

reporting to the street provides a rewarding account of how 

people's lives have been affected by the busing connection.  

Third Place 

Huron Daily Tribune  

Brenda Battel 

"Exploring Solar Energy 

Development" 

 

 

Solid in-depth explainer of why such a gap exists and steps that 

can be taken. Great at-a-glance information as well to draw the 

reader in and visually reinforce understanding.  
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Best Investigative Reporting 

First Place 

Huron Daily Tribune  

Bradley Massman and Dave Shane 

"Caseville's Costly Flirt with 

Hollywood" 

 

 

The film and the movie studio may have been a flop, but this 

story is a real blockbuster. The amount of research and care put 

into the investigation is palpable. This piece gives the rest of the 

story -- why people should care about how the actions of one 

man ended up costing a lot to the community.  

 

Second Place 

Mount Pleasant Morning Sun  

Lisa Yanick Litwiller 

"Justice for Julia" 

 

 

Sometimes investigative pieces are successful not because they 

answer questions, but because they raise them. This piece 

reveals the heartbreaking questions that linger after a teen's 

death. 

Third Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

"Is it Time to Free Karen? Advocates 

Plead for Prisoner's Release After 29 

Years of Incarceration" 

 

 

Impressive amount of access for this piece. Well-written, 

humanizing account of the long pursuit for parole. 

 

 

Best Full Page Design 

First Place 

The Holland Sentinel  

Nate Morrison 

"Entitled to Fairness" 

 

 

Clever and clear -- not cluttered. At a glance, very apparent 

what the reader is going to get when he or she starts to delve 

into this story. Great use of color to emphasize the point. 

Second Place 

Petoskey News-Review  

Renee Tanner 

"Bees" 

 

 

Visually fun and informative at the same time.  

Third Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Darrin Clark 

"Kissing Everything Goodbye" 

 

 

Nice use of fonts to personalize, humanize the effects that 

heroin has on people and families. Striking presentation. 
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Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

The Holland Sentinel  

Sarah Leach and Brian Vernellis 

 

 

Thorough, in-depth website, from local stories to sports down 

to calendars/upcoming events and what's "shareable." Dynamic 

Instagram page with a great mix of videos and stills, striking 

pictures and local faces. FB contains healthy amount of local 

with national sprinkled in and some interactions with readers. 

Separate sports FB lets those readers stick to their niche. 

Twitter stays current and visual on local/national level with 

good photos included. Dedicated business Twitter keeps up to 

date on all the financial doings.  

  

Second Place 

Petoskey News-Review  

 

 

Carousel of featured news, sports, entertainment makes it clear 

right away what the editors have curated for their readers. 

Strong, clear section headers let people know what they're 

looking at. Uncluttered. FB keeps it local. Gorgeous Instagram 

page. Looks like lots of planning goes into keeping it dynamic.  

 

Third Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

 

 

Main art carousel gives a visual punch right away. Clear division 

of news and sports. Fun tiles to pick for features promote 

interactivity for readers. Dynamic Twitter page with solid 

participation. 
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Best Multimedia Storytelling 

First Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

"Belding Percussionists Ready for 

WGI World Championship in Ohio" 

 

 

Great photo gallery and a standalone video that significantly 

enhances and expands the story. Added value. Much care 

appears to have been taken in the conceptualization and 

execution of the whole package.  

 

Second Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

"Marching Band State Finals" 

 

 

Striking photos and the video reinforces all that the writer has 

captured in words.  

 

Third Place 

The (Greenville) Daily News  

Cory Smith 

"Flo's Creation Named 'Best Pizza in 

America' at International Pizza 

Competition" 

 

 

Video really helps the reader see the care that goes into making 

this pizza and both elements play off each other well. 

 

 


