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2017 Judges’ Comments – Television II 

 

General Excellence 

First Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton 

 

 

 

 

  

Second Place 

WTVG, Toledo 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Best Producer 

First Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

Dakota Cleland 

 

 

An informative, well-paced program with plenty of news and 

exclusive stories. Solid reporting and skilled anchoring. It's a joy 

to watch WTVG's work. It has a credible tone and gives the 

viewers credit for intelligence and interest in news. 

Second Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

Alex King 

 

 

Severe weather coverage can make for top notch local 

television. WHIO gets high marks for not covering the same 

ground over and over as it spent five hours making sure its 

viewers were kept informed and safe. 

. 
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Best Anchor  

First Place 

WTOL-TV, Toledo  

Kristi Leigh 

 

 

A professional and personable delivery. Her voice and actions 

on-camera show she's interested and involved in the story. 

Second Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

Bill Hormann 

 

 

The stories were focused on the community and the issues 

before residents. The community is better off due to his 

reporting and keeping the public in the know with what's 

happening. 

 

 

Best Photographer 

First Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

Byron Stirsman 

 

 

Wow! The videography and editing in these three wonderfully 

told stories is exquisite. Wonderful creative craftsmanship very 

much worthy of a top award. 

Second Place 

WTOL-TV, Toledo  

Joe Cromer 

 

 

This entry exhibits great skill in the art of telling video stories 

without writing a script or using a narrator's voice. Letting the 

camera, the people in front of it and the sights and sounds can 

often times be enough. The work the judges saw here proved 

that! Nice work. 

 

Best Reporter 

First Place 

WFMJ-TV, Youngstown  

Michelle Nicks 

 

 

Good presence, easy to listen to, gives a sense of 

trustworthiness. 

Second Place 

WFMJ-TV, Youngstown  

Derek Steyer 

 

 

Good presence - had lots of enthusiasm - managed to keep my 

attention through a whole eclipse. 
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Best Sportscast 

First Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

 

 

No comments. 

Second Place 

WFMJ-TV, Youngstown  

Dana Balash 

"Overtime Report" 

 

 

No comments. 

 

Best Sports Feature 

First Place 

WTAP-TV, Parkersburg  

Aaron Farrar 

"Local Free Throw Champ" 

 

 

Great use of nat sound. 

Second Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

"Field of Dreams" 

 

 

Good use of what he had around him (i.e. passing the ball and 

having her shoot). 

 

Best Use of Photography  

First Place 

WFMJ-TV, Youngstown  

Robert Meluch 

 

 

Very creative. Framing, lighting and audio were all well done.  

Second Place 

WTOL-TV, Toledo  

Joe Cromer 

"Iron-worker Sculpture Artist" 

 

 

The story was well put together with framing, lighting and 

audio. Overall great work! 
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Best Documentary or Series 

First Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

"From Heroin to Hope" 

 

 

Very comprehensive and a variety of interviews. 

Second Place 

WTAP-TV, Parkersburg  

Brandon Lewis 

"Overdosed and Overwhelmed: The 

Mid-Ohio Valley Drug Epidemic" 

 

 

Good storytelling about the epidemic. 

 

Best Coverage of a Scheduled Event 

First Place 

WFMJ-TV, Youngstown  

Sheila Miller 

"Solar Eclipse 2017" 

 

 

This lively and informative half-hour to explain and celebrate a 

celestial event as it took place deserves the top award. The 

reporters in several live locations all captured the public's 

fascination set the stage for a full eclipse coming to Youngstown 

in just six years.  Nice work! 

Second Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

"North American International Auto 

Show" 

 

 

WTVG gave informative and interesting news about the link 

between the auto industry and Toledo. The high-tech content 

was well-explained and made the judges want to go look at new 

cars! 

 

Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

WTAP-TV, Parkersburg  

"Ames Plant Fire " 

 

 

It's difficult when the story of the year breaks in the wee hours 

on a Saturday morning. WTAP did a great job of getting the 

reporters up and running, providing live coverage via social 

media and thorough treatment on its weekend newscast. 

Everyone in Parkersburg knew something was going on. WTAP 

told them what it was. 

Second Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

"Mistrial in Death of Firefighters" 

 

 

Strong and confident reporting and storytelling from a staff of 

experienced anchors and reporters made this day of courtroom 

drama compelling. Clarifying how the justice system works -- or 

doesn't -- is one of journalism's true values.  



OHIO ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 
 
 

Best Continuing Coverage 

First Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

"Wrong Way Driver" 

 

 

Great use of video and writing. 

Second Place 

WTAP-TV, Parkersburg  

"Ames Plant Fire" 

 

 

Creative and comprehensive. 

 

Best Feature Reporting 

First Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

James Brown and Byron Stirsman 

"Making a Difference: Generous 

Geno" 

 

 

Stories which recognize the dignity and resolve of common 

people seem rare in local television newscasts. Thanks to WHIO 

for showing that one person at a time can truly make a 

difference. 

Second Place 

WFMJ-TV, Youngstown  

Jennifer Brindisi and Michael Petrucci 

"Protected by the Team" 

 

 

 

Strangers who reach out to help need to be recognized as 

newsworthy. WFMJ's reporter deserves credit for skillfully 

telling this story without getting in its way. 

Best Enterprise Reporting 

First Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

Melissa Voetsch and Justin Billau 

"Anatomy of an Overdose" 

 

 

Astonishing insight comes from being in the right place at the 

right time. Few reporters visit heroin houses. WTVG's reporting 

of the heroin overdose epidemic makes a very effective 

contribution to community understanding. Outstanding. 

Second Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

Caryn Golden and Byron Stirsman 

"Refusal to Prosecute" 

 

 

WHIO made procedural roadblocks come to life. Holding 

powerful people accountable and spotlighting the impact on 

victims make this story a winner. 
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Best Investigative Reporting 

First Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

Becky Grimes and Byron Stirsman 

"Patient Brokering" 

 

 

Great story. Obviously had the resources to help, but to do a 

whole story from out of your area is very tough to do. Plus, it 

was done well. Keep up the great work. 

Second Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

Becky Grimes and Byron Stirsman 

"Home Ownership with a Catch" 

 

 

Good investigation into the complete problem. 

 

Best Newscast 

First Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

Quincy Wallace and Kristi Derocher 

 

 

Three live shots from breaking news sites in a noon newscast 

shows a glimpse of the overall commitment WHIO has to 

serving Dayton. The whole half-hour was very solid and offered 

nothing but value without hype. Very well done. 

 

Second Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

 

 

Strong reporting and very skillful producing and anchoring made 

the courtroom drama come to life. This newscast consisted of 

two stories, both told very well. WTVG gets credit for 

experienced reporting and no hype. Very thoughtful, watchable 

work. 

 

 

Best Weathercast 

First Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

McCall Vrydaghs 

 

 

The meteorologist was very knowledgeable and provided great 

detail. Great reminders to viewers to prepare for the upcoming 

severe weather. The forecast was explained very well and made 

great use of the weather system. 

Second Place 

WTVG, Toledo  

 

 

The meteorologists were very knowledgeable. Using more than 

one meteorologist in a severe situation was also a nice addition, 

along with seeing meteorologists in the field. 
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Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

WHIO-TV, Dayton  

 

 

Your online and social presence is amazing. In today's fast-

paced world, a mobile app and social media are especially 

important. Your two mobile applications are very strong and the 

amount of specialized content in both is outstanding. 

Second Place 

WTAP-TV, Parkersburg  

 

 

Very nice entry!  

 


