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2017 Judges’ Comments – Division V 

 

General Excellence 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

 

 

 

  

Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 

 

 

 

  

Third Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer 

 

 

 

 

  

Best Headline Writer 

First Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Skip Hall 

 

 

Clever without being over the top. Nice play on the photo with 

Salazar headline. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Danny Goodwin 

 

 

Solid headlines that draw in the reader. Writer knows when the 

lighter touch is appropriate. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Heather Denniss 

 

 

Good and creative headlines on news stories. 
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Best Business Writer 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Alexander Coolidge 

 

 

Smart, sweeping look at a global business icon that also 

happens to be a hometown company. And how there are no 

guarantees that things will stay the same because they always 

have. Smartest biz copy in Ohio this year. 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Jon Chavez 

 

 

Enjoyed his range. And the sweep of the Anderson's piece, the 

end of a long era in Toledo and the surrounding region, nicely 

captures the inevitable economic change. 

Third Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Michelle Jarboe 

 

 

Very fluid writing. Displays command of development issues 

pressing on Cleveland, from fears of losing historic tax credits 

(and why that matters) to the fact that CLE is light on urban 

condos. 

 

 

Best Columnist 

First Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Phillip Morris 

 

 

The writer's prose conveys a subtly persistent urgency, a steady 

voice saying: folks, we have a problem. It's a voice of conviction, 

compassion and humanity ... without being preachy. Excellent 

work. 

 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Theodore Decker 

 

Decker's work delivers it all for a columnist. His piece on the 

family estate sale elicits a smile and twinges the warmth of 

memory.  

Third Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Bob Dyer 

 

Great voice, wonderful sense of humor -- between the story of a 

retired porn star living in Akron and a heartfelt trip with Dad. A 

pro. 
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Best Editorial Writer 

First Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Michael Douglas 

 

 

No comments. 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Wynne Everett 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Kevin Aldridge 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best Feature Writer 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Carol Motsinger 

 

 

Carol displayed outstanding writing and a great eye for unique 

stories and angles. Great use of storytelling devices in the 40th 

anniversary of the BHSC fire. Enjoyed all stories. Brava! 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Holly Zachariah 

 

Holly has a very nice writing touch that pulls the reader into her 

stories and paint mental imagery while reading. Thoroughly 

enjoyed the stories on Logan, the bombing and teen suicide. 

Good work! 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Geoff Burns 

 

 

Geoff is a very talented writer. Enjoyed the variety of topics 

covered, especially "Life-changing reunion" and the millennial 

social media experiment. Good work! 
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Best Graphics Artist 

First Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Chris Morris 

 

 

This exceptionally versatile artist showed four different styles of 

illustration in his four submissions. He’s simply terrific. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Andrea Levy 

 

Andrea Levy’s sophisticated illustrations are always striking and, 

in several cases, a little disturbing – and we mean that in the 

nicest way. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Tom Fisher 

 

Tom Fisher’s illustrations are lively, uncomplicated and easy to 

understand – in other words, ideal for a newspaper audience. 

His illustration for the “Ties that bind” story was a standout, as 

was his full-page graphic on Cleveland Indians pitchers. 

 

 

Best Sports Columnist 

First Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

David Briggs 

 

 

A nice array of topics that was both conversational and witty in 

style. 

Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Paul Daugherty 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Rob Oller 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Sports Feature Writer 

First Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Nicholas Piotrowicz 

 

 

The entries showed a wide range of topics, each with a nice 

tone. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Adam Jardy 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Marla Ridenour 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best Sports Writer 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Zach Buchanan 

 

 

The Lorenzen story was fantastic, and heartbreaking. It's 

obvious the reporter knows his beat. 

Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Jim Owczarski 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Adam Jardy 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Photographer 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Sam Greene 

 

 

Sam Greene is a first-rate sports shooter and shows that he also 

has a knack for capturing the key moment at breaking news 

events. Clearly, he’s an experienced, all-around pro. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Brooke LaValley 

 

 

Brooke LaValley’s sport shots sold this portfolio – the incredibly 

sharp photo of the Ohio State player coming right at you, and 

the funny baseball shot where the outfielder and the family in 

the stands have the same amazed look as he leaps to make the 

catch. Her “quiet” photos, especially the huge moon over the 

washboard road, and the horse and owner sharing an 

affectionate moment, show a keen eye. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Kyle Robertson 

 

 

Great angle on the baseball shot, where you can see every grain 

of sand when a runner slides head-first into the base while the 

feet of the fielder are seen leaping over him. The ballet class 

photo is completely irresistible, and the lighting on the body-

builders’ shot gives it mystery and drama. 

 

 

Best News Writer 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Terry DeMio 

 

 

Terry DeMio's work is both powerful and human. The writer 

vividly details the health crisis in Ohio in way that is both 

overwhelming and understandable. The work is among the 

most noble journalism efforts in 2017. 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Lauren Lindstrom 

 

 

Laura Lindstrom's range here is impressive. Strong enterprise in 

lead coverage stands out in a field dominated by public health 

issues. Coverage of the norovirus outbreak at the doughnut 

shop showed excellent, personal news judgment and was well-

written in both perspectives. 

Third Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Amanda Garrett 

 

 

Amanda Garrett is near the very top of the strongest writers in 

this Ohio field. Her writing is easily among the most memorable. 

The quality of the emotional writing and work was even among 

the entries, which made them a joy to review. 
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Best Sports Enterprise 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

C. Trent Rosecrans 

"Great American Dream" 

 

 

This package checks all of the boxes for me. Great storytelling, 

and tons of layers on a number of platforms. Just really cool. 

Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Zach Buchanan 

"In the Name of the Father" 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Kyle Rowland 

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best Special Sports Section 

First Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Tony Lariccia and Andrea Levy 

"Frayed & Forgotten " 

 

 

This is a great section about someone I never knew played. l 

loved the big photos, and the thread from the baseball 

throughout was great. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

"The Columbus Dispatch College 

Basketball 2017" 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

"High School Football Preview" 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Daily Sports Section 

First Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

 

 

Like the use of photos, graphics, and enjoyed seeing a sports 

section that still runs box scores. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

Dayton Daily News  

 

 

No comments. 

 

 

Best Illustration or Informational Graphic 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Justin Gilbert 

"Wind Energy" 

 

 

In bite-size chunks, a thoughtful presentation of a complicated 

subject. Good idea to include a person and a familiar building to 

give a sense of scale, with a smart blend of map, photos and 

graphics. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Tony Lariccia 

"Among Scarlet & Greatness" 

 

 

 

The J.T. Barrett photo illustration is smartly done, and the rest 

of the graphics pack a ton of information into about a quarter-

page. The quotes at the bottom provide a welcome relief to the 

stats package.  

 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Justin Gilbert 

"Firefighter Gear" 

 

 

This is the kind of photo/graphics package readers will study for 

a long time. Good subject matter, and an attractive way to tally 

up the cost of and weight of a firefighter's equipment. 
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Best News Photo 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Eric Albrecht 

"Beheaded Among the Dead" 

 

 

At first glance it's an arresting and humorous photo -- the statue 

looks like a co-worker -- until you read the caption and realize 

it's about statue vandalism. It's just a fascinating photo. 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Dave Zapotosky 

 

 

A great photo of an emotional moment: The woman gripping 

her dog tightly and sobbing while the background reveals that 

her possessions are likely destroyed by fire. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Lori King 

 

 

This photo brings the word "anticipation" to life -- each kid 

bending and straining to get the first glimpse of a loved one 

returning home from service. You can't help but smile. 

 

 

Best Feature Photo 

First Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Lisa DeJong 

"Bubbles" 

 

 

A wonderful moment enhanced by great lighting makes this 

photo one you want to hang on your wall for a smile. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Lisa DeJong 

"Big Bubble" 

 

 

 

A tricky shot to pull off technically, and very nicely done. 

 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Brooke LaValley 

"Moonrise" 

 

 

True, we’ve all seen the moon before. But it’s huge, and it’s 

floating above a bucolic Ohio landscape. Seems like something 

the state’s travel bureau would want for a promotional shot. 
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Best Sports Photo 

First Place 

Akron Beacon Journal  

Phil Masturzo 

"Toppled and Tagged" 

 

 

 

Phil Masturzo captured the amazing moment perfectly.  

 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Brooke LaValley 

"Expressive Effort" 

 

 

 

This funny, fantastic catch keeps you studying the photo as you 

see everyone screaming and you start to wonder what each of 

them is thinking.  

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Barbara J. Perenic 

"Fantastic Finish" 

 

 

Excellent composition and depth of field sharpness on this 

touchdown shot puts Ohio State running back Mike Weber front 

and center, while providing plenty to look at in the background 

too. 

 

 

Best Photo Story 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Liz Dufour 

"Saving Dominique" 

 

 

Outstanding work. Shows the photographer's commitment to 

telling a difficult story with a sad beginning and end. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Jonathan Quilter 

 

 

 

Great project. The photographer captured the shooting victim’s 

tragic yet inspirational story every step of the way and earned 

the trust that allowed him access to key moments in the young 

man’s recovery.  

 

Third Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

"Seven Days of Heroin" 

 

 

Good team coverage of a timely topic. The photos speak the 

truth about addiction in a way that words can’t. 
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Best Video 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Courtney Hergesheimer 

 

 

No comments. 

Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

"Cincinnati Reds Opening Day" 

 

 

No comments. 

 

Best Public Service 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

"Seven Days of Heroin" 

 

 

It's an issue ravaging Ohio, approached in a compelling, 

authoritative and demonstrative way. Well done. 

Second Place 

Dayton Daily News  

Katie Wedell 

"Terrible Mistakes" 

 

 

A strong approach to a significant public safety issue - reuniting 

children with those who abused them, often with fatal 

consequences. 

Third Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

John Caniglia and Jo Ellen Corrigan 

"A Critical Choice" 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Spot News Coverage 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

"Cameo Nightclub Shooting" 

 

 

Excellent use of maps, photos, sidebars as well as compelling 

writing. The story brought order to chaos. 

Second Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

"Kirkersville Shootings" 

 

 

The emotion of the carnage and the devastation really came 

through. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

"State Fair Tragedy" 

 

 

A comprehensive look at a horrific and preventable accident. 

 

 

Best Explanatory Reporting 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Mark Ferenchik and Rita Price 

"Dividing Lines" 

 

 

This is outstanding explanatory reporting in every sense. An 

important topic, well covered, well explained. Well done. 

Second Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Anne Saker 

"Otto Warmbier" 

 

 

It's important to step back from issues and stories dominating 

the news coverage to explain the questions, answers and 

significance. This package does that on a story of international 

significance and strong local ties. 

Third Place 

Dayton Daily News  

Katie Wedell 

"Prescription Drugs - Ohio Issue 2" 

 

 

Thorough explanation of a difficult topic. Well-conceived and 

delivered to readers. 

 

 

 

 



OHIO ASSOCIATED PRESS MEDIA EDITORS ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 
 
 

Best Enterprise Reporting 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

Carol Motsinger and Scott Wartman 

"Beverly Hills Supper Club Fire" 

 

 

Vivid storytelling brings this decades-old tragedy alive for 

modern readers. The use of then-and-now photos, video 

interviews with survivors and a look at what's next for the site 

combine for a compelling package. A really gripping read. 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

"Drug addiction" 

 

 

No comments. 

Third Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

Dan Gearino and Marion Renault 

"Ohio Coal -- Digging for Hope" 

 

 

A compelling look at a timely issue. Excellent use of photos and 

descriptive writing from inside the coal mine. 

 

 

Best Investigative Reporting 

First Place 

The Cincinnati Enquirer  

James Pilcher 

"Fatal Shootings by Cincinnati Police 

Officers" 

 

 

A significant increase in police shootings, well documented, told 

and packaged at a time of peak distrust of law enforcement. 

Wonderful package. 

Second Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

"Local Man Crashes into Crowd at 

Charlottesville Rally" 

 

 

While the nation watched in horror, The Blade newsroom was 

reeling in a big story with quick investigative results. 

Third Place 

Dayton Daily News  

"Jailhouse Investigation" 

 

 

No comments. 
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Best Full Page Design 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

 

 

The Columbus Dispatch’s entry from its Future of Columbus 

series, titled “Where we live,” features a clever photo 

illustration – tiny real estate images used as pixels -- that must 

have taken considerable planning and effort to pull off. Nicely 

done! 

Second Place 

The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer  

Mary Lou Sneyd and Bill Krohn 

"Bottom Line on Tax Trimming" 

 

 

The Plain Dealer’s Forum section on the effect of tax trimming 

was simple and classy, featuring an on-point illustration of an 

ax-swinger cutting the middle out of a tree, good use of white 

space and nice typography. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

Jeff Basting 

 

 

The gold border around the Blade’s Toledo Magazine 

immediately signals that this story has something to do with 

National Geographic. The designer worked in plenty of wildlife 

photos but still made room for two maps, a graphic and the 

story. Lots of places for the eye to roam on this page. 

 

 

Best Digital Presence 

First Place 

The Columbus Dispatch  

 

 

Clean look, good content and easy navigation. The "happening 

now" rail is reader-friendly. The Dispatch does a good job with 

reader engagement and content (cookie, voter guides). Great 

multimedia presence (drone video a plus!) and special reports 

are well-done. 

Second Place 

Dayton Daily News  

 

 

Easy-to-use navigation from home page, the quick links are 

especially helpful. Mydaytondailynews.com is very reader 

friendly. 

Third Place 

The (Toledo) Blade  

 

 

The Blade is obviously proud of the NewsSlide app, with good 

reason. Well-organized content, good navigation. The main 

website has good navigation to a lot of good content, well-

organized and curated fronts.  

 


