
 

DEADLINE: 
 

Entries must be submitted by 5 p.m. Friday, January 26, 2018. 
 

Please note: This year’s deadline date will not be extended. 
 

Volunteer to judge another state’s contest and receive a FREE one-year license to 
AP Stylebook. Interested? Contact Lisa Sheldon at lsheldon@ap.org or 
503.557.8173. 

 
 
                       

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Logging in for the first time: 

 
 

Temporary password: Contest1 
 

 
 Visit http://betternewspapercontest.com/2017-arkansas-oklahoma-broadcast and click the 

Enter the Contest Here button or visit https://betternewspapercontest.com and select 2017 
Arkansas-Oklahoma Associated Press Broadcasters Contest from the Select a Contest 
menu. 
 

 The temporary password is Contest1 (case sensitive). 

 
 If this is the first time your news organization is logging into the system for this year’s 

contest, you must select one contact who will be the primary person for submitting 

entries.  That person is the “Contestant Manager.” After the Contestant Manager submits 

two entries, they will be able to designate additional people who will be able to enter on 

behalf of your news organization. Those people will be called “Authorized Entrants.” 

 
 

JUDGES NEEDED! 
 

 

Arkansas-Oklahoma AP Broadcasters Contest 
 
 

Entries for the 2017 Arkansas-Oklahoma AP Broadcasters contest will be submitted using an 
online platform accessible at: http://betternewspapercontest.com/2017-arkansas-oklahoma-
broadcast. Below are instructions for submitting entries. Contest information and rules can be 
found at http://discover.ap.org/contests/arkansas-oklahoma-broadcast.  If you have questions 
please contact Lisa Sheldon at lsheldon@ap.org or 503.557.8173. 
 
 
 
 

2017 Contest Rules  
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 Step-by-step entry instructions for the Contestant Manager and Authorized Entrant can be 
found at http://betterbncsupport.com.   
 

 IMPORTANT NOTE ON PASSWORDS: Entries preferably will not be behind a paywall or 
password-protected area. If they must be, provide username/password info in the 
Comments section of your entry. Test that the login works from computers outside your 
office. If your website requires a subscription after reading several stories please provide a 
login. Judges have had difficulty with password requirements in the past and will disqualify 
your entry if work samples are inaccessible. 

 
 For problems logging in, contact Lisa Sheldon (lsheldon@ap.org). Do not use the “contact 

us” link on the online platform.  

 

 

 
 

 

 AP Member news organizations are eligible to enter the contest. All entries must have 

been published, aired or posted in 2017. 

 
 No more than two names may be included per entry. If more than two people are 

involved in producing the work the award will be presented to the news organization.  

 
 First and second place awards will be given in broadcast categories. 

 
 There is no limit to the number of entries that can be made in each category unless 

otherwise noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSIONS 
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Television Market: All Arkansas and Oklahoma Television stations compete against 

each other, regardless of market size. 

 

Radio Market: All Arkansas and Oklahoma Radio stations compete against each other, 

regardless of market size. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The fee is $18.00 per entry 
 
Entry fees must be paid with a credit card directly through the BetterBNC site by clicking the 
“calculate entry fee” button from the manage entries screen. Entry fee must be paid before the 
contest deadline date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ENTRY FEES 

DIVISIONS 



 

 

 

TELEVISION CATEGORIES  

BEST WEBSITE-Entries should include web address (URL), how often the site is updated, 
station call letters, online editor and phone number for questions. Judging is based on 
organization to allow for easy navigation, visual attractiveness, contact information for station 
staff and updates of the day's news.  
 
ENTERPRISE-Category includes documentaries and multi-part series and can be of a serious, 
informational or educational nature. Judging criteria: significance to the audience, thoroughness 
in reporting the subject matter and presentation.  
 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING- Reports must be developed through a reporter's own initiative 
and primary details that are developed by deliberate journalistic investigation that is more than 
just the reporting of developing details. Judging criteria: significance to the audience, 
resourcefulness, thoroughness, presentation of both sides of the story, courage, fairness and 
exclusivity. Courage of the reporter, photographer and station management will be considered. 
  
BEST SPECIAL PROGRAMMING-Stand-alone special programs outside of news. May include 
but not limited to: documentaries, entertainment and sports. Open format.  
 
BEST VIDEO EDITING- Editing as it relates to a report or series of reports or special programs. 
Entries must not exceed 30 minutes and must be submitted as aired.  
 
BEST FEATURE REPORTING- A report or series of reports on "soft" news. Can be humorous 
or serious. Judging criteria: human interest entertainment value and delivery.  
 
BEST FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY- Photo coverage of a report or series of reports on "soft" 
news. Can be humorous or serious, and may include news-related programs, such as 
documentaries. Judging criteria: photographic quality, imagination and impact. Entries restricted 
to 30-minute length.  
 
GENERAL NEWS REPORTING-Reporting of an event for which coverage can be planned such 
as a scheduled meeting or a report on the anniversary of a significant event. Judging criteria 
includes significance to and impact on the audience, resourcefulness, presentation and fairness.  
 
GENERAL NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY-Photo coverage of an event for which coverage can be 
planned such as a scheduled meeting or a report on the anniversary of a significant event. Must 
be unique in its quality, editing, imagination and impact.  

BEST REPORTER PORTFORLIO-Three to five samples of reporting by a single reporter. 
Reporter must also be the writer of all samples. May include live and taped elements. The 
samples are to be judged as one total entry. Only one portfolio entry per reporter. 

 

CATEGORIES 



 

 

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER PORTFORLIO-Three to five samples of reporting by a single 
photographer. Photographer must also be the editor of all samples. May include live and taped 
elements. All samples are to be judged as one total entry. Only one portfolio entry per 
photographer.  
 
BEST SPORTSCAST-Any regularly scheduled sportscast that aired during the contest year. 
Judging criteria includes content, overall audience appeal and pace.  
 
BEST WEATHER COVERAGE- An entire report on the latest local weather information 
contained within a newscast or coverage of a special weather event whether anticipated or 
unexpected such as tornadoes, snow or ice storms. Judging criteria includes content that is 
easily understood by the viewer, presentation, visual appeal and production techniques as well 
as delivery, editing, scripting and thoroughness. The entry tape must contain the entire 
weathercast or weather segment.  
 
BEST SPOT NEWS-Coverage of an unanticipated event within 24 hours of the occurrence of 
the event. Any report that begins within 24 hours of the event is eligible. Judging criteria 
includes delivery, editing, scripting and thoroughness.  
 
BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY- Photo coverage of an unanticipated event. Any report 
that begins within 24 hours of the event is eligible. Must be unique in its quality, editing, 
imagination and impact.  
 
BEST EARLY NEWSCAST-Any regularly scheduled newscast that aired between midnight and 
1:00 p.m. Length is limited to 30 minutes and must be continuous and unedited. 
 
BEST EVENING NEWSCAST-Any regularly scheduled newscast that aired between 1:00 p.m. 
and midnight. Length is limited to 30 minutes and must be continuous and unedited. 
 
BEST NEWS ANCHOR/ANCHOR TEAM-Can be a news anchor or team, sports anchor or 
weather anchor. Time limit is 10 minutes. Entry should include examples of ability to ad-lib 
around breaking news as well as handling regular news reports, features and general anchor 
duties.  
 
BEST SOLO JOURNALIST- A report that is shot, written, edited and reported by the same 
person. Can be hard, spot, general or feature news.  
 
BEST ELECTION/POLITICAL COVERAGE-Best coverage of political events. May be election 
coverage or a report about the candidates or races. Criteria includes the audience impact, 
timeliness, editing, content, overall appeal and pace. May include live or taped elements. It may 
be a single report or a series of reports about a single issue, candidate or race. Judging criteria 
includes overall presentation, planning and preparation involved in telling the story. It should 
include solid production techniques, delivery, editing and scripting. 

 

 



 

 

OUTSTANDING NEWS OPERATION- Awards will be given based on points earned by winning 
in other categories. Three points are awarded for each first-place win; two points for each 
second-place win. Note: It is not necessary to submit an entry for this award. All contestants are 
eligible based on their overall entries. 

 

RADIO AWARDS 

BEST WEATHER COVERGE- An entire report on the latest local weather information contained 
within a newscast or coverage of a special weather event whether anticipated or unexpected 
such as tornadoes or snow or ice storms. Judging criteria includes content easily understood by 
the listener, presentation, as well as delivery, editing, scripting and thoroughness. The entry 
tape must contain the entire weathercast or weather segment.  
 
BEST GOVERNMENT REPORTING- Reporting on state or local government. May include, but 
not limited to the Legislature, city or county government, election coverage or general political 
reporting. May be a single report or a series. Series limit of 5 reports. It should include solid 
production techniques, delivery, editing and scripting.  
 
ENTERPRISE/INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING-A report or series of reports, including 
documentaries, in which primary details are developed by deliberate journalistic investigation 
that is more than just the reporting of developing details. Judging criteria includes significance to 
the audience, resourcefulness, thoroughness, presentation of both sides of the story, courage, 
fairness and exclusivity. Courage of the reporter, news director, producer and station 
management will be considered.  
 
BEST FEATURE REPORTING-A report or series of reports that can be humorous or serious. 
Judging criteria: human interest, thoroughness, originality, entertainment or news value and 
delivery.  
 
BEST USE OF SOUND-Taped voices of newsmakers or sounds from an actual news event, 
used in production of an aired news report. Entry should include the aired report so judges can 
ascertain the pertinence of the actuality or natural sound. The criteria are audio quality, 
resourcefulness and dramatic impact.  
 
BEST SPOT NEWS-Coverage of an unanticipated event. Any report that begins within 24 hours 
of the event is eligible. Judging criteria for spot news include timelines, delivery and 
thoroughness.  
 
BEST REPORTER PORTFOLIO-Three samples of reporting by a single reporter. Reporter 
must also be the writer of all samples. All three samples must be contained in a single entry and 
are to be judged as one total entry. Only one portfolio entry per reporter.  
 
BEST NEWSCAST- Any regularly scheduled newscast. 
 
BEST PLAY-BY-PLAY-Live play-by-play of a sport event that is not edited and must be 
originated by the entering station.  



 

 
 
 
 
BEST SPORTS REPORTING-Reporting on a sports event or activity. Judging criteria includes 
significance to the audience, resourcefulness, thoroughness, presentation of both sides of the 
story, courage, fairness and exclusivity.  
 
BEST LIVE REPORTING- A live report of an event or program that is originated by the entering 
station. The entry must be unedited and a continuous airing. The time limit is 15 minutes.  

OUTSTANDING NEWS OPERATION- Awards will be given based on points earned by winning 
in other categories. Three points are awarded for each first-place win; two points for each 
second-place win. Note: It is not necessary to submit an entry for this award. All contestants are 
eligible based on their overall entries. 

 
 
 
 
 


